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Long-Term Disability: What Happens After 2 Year

-
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There’s a great deal of anticipation and uncertainty when you first apply for long-term disability
(LTD) benefits. In order to qualify, you’re required to provide substantial evidence that your
disability prevents you from fulfilling the crucial functions of your respective occupation.

Fast-forward two years later, you've been benefiting from LTD provisions, but now the insurance
firm informs you of an impending evaluation of your long-term disability benefits eligibility. You're
left perplexed, wondering why this action is necessary when your health condition hasn’t
improved or worsened. Let’'s break down why your benefits could be at risk of termination and
what it means for you.



Under the Microscope: The Two-Year Review Process

After two years of benefit disbursement, many insurance providers perform a re-evaluation of an
individual’s ability to work. This is not an indication that something is wrong. It's simply a
standard procedure to reconfirm that the beneficiary still meets the criteria for “total disability”
under the policy terms.

At this juncture, it's important to keep in mind that the definition of “totally disabled” may vary
between insurance companies. Typically, the initial years of disability coverage are premised on
your inability to perform duties related to your own line of work. However, after the two-year
mark, the scope may broaden to include any occupation. This means that, even though you may
still be unable to perform your previous job duties, if you're deemed capable of working in a
different field, your benefits could be at risk.

Take Charge: Navigating the Re-Evaluation and Ensuring Benefit
Continuation

Here are several proactive steps you can take:

1. Understand Your Policy: Carefully review your policy’s fine print to grasp the precise
definition of “total disability”. Determine if it shifts from “your occupation” to “any
occupation” after a specific period.

2. Gather Medical Information: Regularly update your medical records. Continuous
verified documentation of your disability is a powerful ally in reaffirming your eligibility.

3. Engage Professionals: Consider involving a disability lawyer or an independent medical
expert when dealing with complex policy language or disputing insurer’s decisions.

Unmasking the Shift in Disability Definition After Two Years:
“Own Occupation” vs. “Any Occupation”

Granting of long-term disability (LTD) benefits largely hinges on proving a total disability that
impairs the ability to complete crucial tasks related to your specific profession. This evaluative
standard applied by insurance agencies is often termed the “Occupational Specificity Test”. The
initial benefit period, often the first two years, is coined the “job-specific phase”.

lllustratively, let’'s consider a welder who incurred an arm injury. The arm trauma hinders this
worker from handling welding tools and executing industry-required tasks. Consequently, the
insurer labels this worker as totally disabled due to their inability to complete their profession’s
essential duties.

However, the plot thickens after a two-year period as the definition of total disability takes on a
new form—the “General Occupational Test” or the “any job phase”. This change induces a fresh
assessment of your claim where the insurer examines whether your persistent health impediment
allows you to fulfill duties for any job role, a wider net than before.

This shift moves beyond the confines of your professional capabilities. The insurer could argue
that despite the arm injury preventing you from practicing welding, the individual possesses the
capacity to engage in administrative tasks, such as overseeing project budgets or inventory
management. The consideration isn’t merely limited to roles within your industry. The insurance



provider can scavenge through the entire employment spectrum to discover if you can potentially
fit into any job role, thereby evaluating if you still qualify as totally disabled post the two-year
mark.

Additional factors may also account for why the LTD insurance provider negates the continuation
of benefits.

Making Sense of Disability Re-Evaluation: Why the 2-Year
Mark?

Several beneficiaries often question the motive behind the scheduled re-evaluation two years
into the benefit. However, it's important to note that this isn’t a punitive measure by the insurance
provider but rather an industry-standard practice. It stems from the shift in defining total disability
from being job-specific to industry-agnostic.

Light at the End of the Tunnel: Navigating the Transition

Navigating this transition might feel daunting, but several strategies can aid you through:

e Understand the Policy: Familiarize yourself with the terms and conditions of your policy,
especially the definitions of “total disability”.

e Document Medical Records: Keep your medical records updated and comprehensive.
This strengthens your stance when proving the continuity of your disability.

e Professional Assistance: Involving a disability attorney might be beneficial in translating
complex policy terms, negotiating with the insurer, or appealing against benefit denial.

LTC Thresholds: The Two-Year Limitation on Certain
Disabilities

Long-term disability (LTD) benefits can be a lifeline for individuals rendered unable to work due to
medical conditions. However, not all disorders are regarded equally by insurance firms. Certain
types of disabilities may have a two-year limitation on benefit disbursement. This restriction is
often applied to conditions like substance addiction or psychological disorders.

For example, insurance policies commonly implement a two-year cap on benefits arising from
alcohol or drug misuse. This limitation reflects the insurer’s perspective on the controllability and
predictability of these conditions.

Similarly, long-term disability benefits related to mental or emotional disorders also frequently
face a two-year cut-off. This category broadly encompasses conditions like Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD), depression, and anxiety disorders.

The rationale behind this restriction stems from the potential ambiguity involved in diagnosing
these disorders. Since these conditions rely heavily on subjective symptoms, they are often
viewed skeptically by insurance companies due to the perceived risk of malingering or symptom
exaggeration.

However, there are instances where these benefits may extend past the two-year timeline,
specifically if you're an in-patient receiving continuous treatment. This exception assumes that if



you’re under constant medical supervision, the chances of falsifying disorder symptoms are
significantly reduced.

There are also unique circumstances where mental disorders can bypass the two-year
restriction. For instance, if you can conclusively demonstrate that you're suffering from an
organic mental disorder or a_neurocognitive disorder such as dementia, schizophrenia, or
Bi-Polar Disorder, you may be eligible for extended benefits. Nevertheless, obtaining this
extension would require robust medical evidence confirming these conditions.

Additionally, chronic pain conditions and certain health issues characterized by subjective
symptoms, such as fibromyalgia or Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, also typically fall under the
two-year benefit limitation. This category may also include various soft tissue and
neuromusculoskeletal disorders. However, these policies occasionally exempt certain conditions
that can furnish objective medical proof supporting the disability.

The Discrepancy Between LTD Insurance and Social Security
Disability Definitions

Recipients of long-term disability (LTD) benefits might find it surprising that the cessation of their
LTD benefits does not necessarily correlate with the cessation of their Social Security disability
benefits. This discrepancy emerges from the differing definitions of disability held by long-term
disability insurance companies and the Social Security Administration (SSA).

Eligibility for Social Security disability benefits depends on specific criteria. Individuals may
qualify if they are incapable of performing their previous work due to a disabling condition, the
condition is likely to persist for at least one year or is terminal, and their disability inhibits them
from adapting to other work.

However, LTD insurance providers are not obligated to abide by the SSA’s disability definition.
Therefore, it is possible for an individual to be considered disabled by SSA standards and
continue receiving Social Security disability benefits, while their LTD benefits are terminated
because they no longer meet the specific criteria outlined in the insurance policy.

In other words, being classified as “disabled” by SSA is not a surefire guarantee that you will
sustain the same label under the purview of LTD insurance companies. The distinction between
these entities’ definitions of disability is a crucial factor to consider when applying for LTD
benefits or when faced with imminent revocation.

Here are a few strategies to navigate this discrepancy:

e Know Your LTD Policy: Understand the specific definition of disability in your policy.
Examine any shifts in the definition over time, such as the transition from “own
occupation” to “any occupation”.

e Seek Professional Consultation: Legal professionals or insurance experts can provide
valuable guidance on the complexity of policy language and procedural intricacies.

e Maintain Medical Documentation: Regularly update your medical records. This can be
vital evidence of the persistence and impact of your disability.


https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/001401.htm
https://www.kevinmcmanuslaw.com/library/6-things-you-must-know-kansas-city-long-term-disability-claims-lawyer-.cfm
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The Role of Vocational Experts in LTD Re-evaluation:
Understanding Transferable Skills Analysis

Undeniably, the reassessment of your eligibility for LTD benefits after two years can be a
daunting prospect, primarily due to the involvement of certain specialists such as vocational
experts. These professionals are employed by insurance companies to scrutinize the
beneficiary’s case meticulously.

At the heart of this re-evaluation process is a crucial step known as the Transferable Skills
Analysis (TSA). This computer-aided assessment aims to identify any skills you possess that
could potentially be redirected towards another job role, particularly towards occupations
demanding less physical exertion, often termed as sedentary jobs.

For instance, if you have previously worked in a finance role and the medical condition you’re
grappling with doesn’t hamper your computational or analytical abilities, then these skills could
potentially be redirected towards a less physically strenuous job role within the financial sector.

The vocational expert then consolidates these findings in a comprehensive report outlining the
extent to which you can perform physical labor. If the TSA concludes that you can adapt to a
sedentary job, the report details those occupations that align with your qualifications and skills,
while also accounting for any constraints posed by your medical condition.

The crux arises when the report concludes that you’re capable of executing any job role. In such
scenarios, the insurance company exercises its discretion to rescind your disability benefits, as
per the LTD policies.



Balancing LTD Re-evaluation: Awareness, Preparation, and Advocacy

The re-evaluation of LTD benefits, especially the involvement of vocational experts and the
Transferable Skills Analysis, can indeed be a challenging process. However, equipped with a
clear understanding of the process and the potential implications, you can better navigate this
reassessment phase.

Here are a few strategies to navigate this scenario:

e Understand Your LTD Policy: Familiarize yourself with your policy specifics, including
the definition of disability and the provisions for re-evaluation after two years.

e Stay Prepared: Keeping your medical records well-documented and updated will be
crucial in substantiating your continued disability.

e Seek Legal Counsel: Depending on the complexity of your case, considering the
assistance of a disability attorney might be beneficial.

Tackling Notice of LTD Termination: Immediate Steps to Protect
Your Rights

Receiving a termination notice for your long-term disability benefits can indeed be stressful.
However, it's important not to panic and instead take proactive measures to appeal this decision.
Enlisting the services of a disability attorney can be particularly beneficial in this situation. These
professionals possess an in-depth understanding of the LTD landscape, including the intricacies
of policy language and procedural subtleties of the appeal process.

Bear in mind that time is of the essence in launching an appeal against the insurer’s decision.
You must act promptly to lodge your appeal within stipulated deadlines. Overlooking this timeline
could be detrimental to your case, as missed deadlines are one of the predominant reasons
individuals fail in their bid to reclaim their long-term disability benefits.

It's worth understanding that LTD insurance companies often rely on vocational reports to justify
the discontinuation of long-term disability payments post the two-year mark. Crucially, however,
these reports may not fully reflect your medical condition, especially if you’re grappling with a
progressive disease that’s expected to deteriorate over time.

Additionally, insurance companies may employ a repertoire of specialists, including vocational
experts, medical professionals, claims adjusters, and even private investigators. It's crucial to
remember that these professionals are commissioned by the insurance agency and may
therefore be inclined to side with the insurer over the claimant.

Building Your Counter-Strategy: Inform, Involve and Inspire

While the termination of your LTD benefits might seem like a major setback, it's important to
remain optimistic and take active steps to regain control of your situation. Here are some tips:

1. Consult a Disability Attorney: Engage a legal professional to help navigate the
complexity of the appeal process.



Understand Your Rights: Familiarize yourself with the terms and conditions of your LTD
policy and know your rights.

Document Your Disability: Maintain meticulous medical records to substantiate your
disability and its impact.

Be Proactive: Do not delay in launching your appeal. Be mindful of the stipulated
deadlines.

Long-Term Disability After Stroke

When delving into the intricate realm of long-term disability, one must also consider specific
scenarios such as long-term disability after a stroke. Stroke, often referred to as a "brain
attack," occurs when there is a sudden disruption in blood flow to the brain, leading to the
deprivation of essential nutrients and oxygen. This can result in lasting damage to brain
tissue, potentially leading to long-term disability.

Here, we will explore the unique challenges and considerations that individuals face when
dealing with long-term disability after a stroke and how it relates to the broader context of
disability evaluations.

Challenges of Long-Term Disability After Stroke:

Physical Impairments: Stroke survivors may experience a wide range of physical
impairments, including paralysis or weakness on one side of the body, difficulty with
coordination and balance, and challenges with mobility.

Communication Difficulties: Depending on the location and severity of brain damage,
stroke survivors may encounter speech and language difficulties, making effective
communication a challenge.

Cognitive Changes: Cognitive functions such as memory, attention, and
problem-solving may be affected after a stroke, leading to difficulties in daily activities
and work-related tasks.

Emotional Impact: Coping with the emotional aftermath of a stroke, including
depression and anxiety, can significantly impact an individual's ability to engage in
gainful employment.

Rehabilitation Needs: Long-term disability after a stroke often necessitates ongoing
rehabilitation, including physical therapy, speech therapy, and occupational therapy,
which can be both time-consuming and costly.

Navigating Long-Term Disability After Stroke:

Medical Documentation: To establish eligibility for long-term disability benefits after a
stroke, it is crucial to maintain comprehensive medical records that document the
extent of physical and cognitive impairments.

Rehabilitation Programs: Engaging in prescribed rehabilitation programs and therapy
sessions is vital for improving functional abilities and demonstrating the need for
ongoing support.

Assistive Devices: Depending on the level of disability, individuals may require
assistive devices such as wheelchairs, communication aids, or adaptive technology
to enhance their quality of life and work capabilities.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hMnkHx3o28U5USnQFwafIYLEwMHF4rCxLBT-E5tjbqM/edit

e Vocational Rehabilitation: Vocational rehabilitation programs can assist stroke
survivors in developing new skills, finding suitable employment opportunities, or
exploring alternative career paths.

e Legal and Financial Support: Seeking legal advice and understanding the financial
aspects of long-term disability insurance can be crucial in ensuring that stroke
survivors receive the necessary benefits and compensation.

Incorporating the discussion of long-term disability after a stroke into the broader context of
disability evaluations highlights the importance of tailoring assessments to the unique needs
of individuals who have experienced a stroke. It underscores the significance of a
comprehensive approach that considers physical, cognitive, emotional, and
rehabilitation-related factors when evaluating eligibility for long-term disability benefits.

Understanding the challenges and potential solutions for long-term disability after a stroke
empowers individuals and their support networks to navigate this complex journey with
resilience and determination. By addressing the specific needs of stroke survivors, we can
ensure that they receive the necessary assistance and resources to lead fulfilling lives
despite the challenges they may encounter.

In Conclusion

Facing a termination of long-term disability benefits isn’'t a dead-end but rather a call to action. By
being informed, proactive, and prepared, you can effectively challenge this decision and reclaim
the support you need. Remember, every challenge encountered on your disability journey brings
an opportunity to learn, grow, and inspire others.
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