
 

Subject/Grade:       Science - 6       Lesson Title:  Living or Not Living?                         Teacher: Darian and Cheryl 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 
Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

DL6.1 Recognize, describe, and appreciate the diversity of living things in local and other ecosystems, and 
explore related careers.  

a.​ State the characteristics that define all living things (e.g.,​
are made up of one or more cells, require energy for life processes, respond to stimuli in their environment, 
and have the ability to reproduce).  

e.   Analyze how First Nations and Métis art and storytelling highlight movement and/or  behaviour of living 
things and reflect a worldview that values all living things.  
 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
I can identify living and non living things. 
 
I can describe the characteristics of living things. 
 
I can recognize that other cultures may identify living and 
non living things differently. 
 

Essential Questions: 
 
What are the characteristics of living things? 
 
How can I remember the scientific criteria of living things? 
 
How do other cultures, specifically the Indigenous culture, 
decide if something is living? 
 
 

Prerequisite Learning: A basic understanding of what a living thing and non living is (i.e. a cat- living and a 
cupboard - non-living) 

●​ Prior knowledge of Indigenous worldview is helpful but not essential. 
●​ basic understanding of what makes something alive helpful but not necessary. 

 
Instructional Strategies:  

●​ Mnemonic device - (Mrs. Gren) 
●​ Brainstorming - with the images to identify living things 
●​ Cooperative learning - students will discuss in small and large groups their individual answers  
●​ Group Discussion - collectively we will go over the sheet and identify the results 

 
Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

Formative: 
●​ Participation in classroom and small group discussions 
●​ Completion of the Living or Not Living Exit Slip 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
Set (Engagement):                               Length of Time: 5-10 min 

●​ Image of the Saskatchewan ecosystem will be displayed and we 
will ask the students to look for 1-2 minutes and then share what 
they can identify as living and non-living from it.  

●​ Ask students how they decided what was living and not living. 
 

Development:                                              Time: 30 minutes  
●​ We will explain to students that in science there are specific 

criteria we can use to determine if something is living thing and 
we have a way to help them remember them, Mrs. Gren 

Materials/Resources:  
●​ Ecosystem Images 
●​ pencils,  
●​ computer,  
●​ projector  
●​ Mrs Gren Posters 
●​ copies of Mrs Gren Notesheet 

(one for each student) 
●​ copies of Living or Not Living Exit 

Slip  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XHHhixoj2XR35BjgWLnLyIGD-vNK5YTxc0zFAlD3eUY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bd_ZMXkxzR_-nOB4KW-lEHFY_tjPDWmN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfv01eh8ZtXXCvpkN42n3GaUi23DMQ4f/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bd_ZMXkxzR_-nOB4KW-lEHFY_tjPDWmN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1WvQyOLmXTKfjNbK-V-Ea03pj_ukNSL-xnLhgxaENfb0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1WvQyOLmXTKfjNbK-V-Ea03pj_ukNSL-xnLhgxaENfb0/edit


●​ Hand out the Mrs. Gren Note Sheet and have students fill it out 
as they follow along. Mrs Gren Posters 

●​ Explain each of the 7 criteria (Movement, Respiration, Sensitivity, 
Growth, Reproduction, Excretion, and Nutrition).   

●​ Engage students in discussion to provide examples of each of the 
criteria (Do plants move? How do they move?) 

●​ Now that they have this new information, let’s look at another 
image and see what living things we can identify using Mrs. Gren 
to help us. 

●​ Display the Rainforest image and have students write down what 
living things they see (can write on the back of Mrs.Gren if they 
would like.  Give students 2-3 minutes to work on their own. 

●​ Bring the class back together and discuss as a group what they 
found. 

●​ Ask students about the rocks and the water in the rainforest 
image.  Are they living or not living?  Share with students that 
while we gave them the scientific criteria for what is living, some 
cultures may have different criteria. 

●​ Explain that in the Indigenous culture they believe that everything 
on Earth has spirit flowing through it and  is living. So every thing, 
even a rock, is alive with spirit and each thing is related to every 
other thing through this spirit. Every tree, every sandy beach, 
every hummingbird is sacred. This sacredness causes many First 
Nations and Métis people to show respect for all things, as if all 
things were family.  Different communities show respect in 
different ways. For example, In a talking circle, for example, a 
rock may be passed around from person to person. If you have 
the rock, you may speak. The rock is a living thing in this culture. 
The rock's spirit gives strength to the speaker. It links everyone in 
the circle together. Some First Nations and Métis people believe 
they have a spirit guide to watch over their clan or family. It could 
be an animal, a plant, a mountain, or even something like 
thunder.. A person has a special relationship with his or her spirit 
guide. A person is also related to everything in Mother Earth. In 
this way of thinking, everything is alive with spirit. 

●​ With this new information and what you previously learned, let's 
look at one more example, a put up the image of the zoo.  
Discuss with the other people at your table group, what living and 
nonliving things do you see? Give about 5 minutes for discussion. 

●​ Come back together as a group and have each group share one 
thing they decided was living and one non-living. 

 
Learning Closure:                                          Time: 5 - 10 minutes 

●​ Provide students with a copy of the Living or Not lIving Exit Slip 
and have them complete it to show their learning and 
understanding. 

 
 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation:  

●​ If there is someone with a visual 
impairment may need to provide a 
verbal description of the images or 
larger font may be needed on 
worksheets. 

 
Management Strategies:  

●​ Walking the room to ensure 
students are on task. 

●​ During small group discussions, 
stop at groups and ask students to 
share one thing they found to 
ensure understanding. 

●​ Verbal reminders of time 
remaining. 

●​ In class discussions, encourage 
and support all students to share 
their ideas. 

 
Safety Considerations:  

●​ Reminder of being respectful of 
other cultures and beliefs (cultural 
sensitivity) 

●​ Not all students may be 
comfortable sharing their ideas 
with the whole class so have small 
groups choose a spokesperson 
that is comfortable speaking.  

 
 

Stage 4: Reflection 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfv01eh8ZtXXCvpkN42n3GaUi23DMQ4f/view?usp=sharing


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

●​ Mrs Gren anagram was extremely effective 
●​ students were very engaged 
●​ introducing the Indigenous perspective created significant discussion (overheard talking about it after recess) 
●​ Co-op teacher extended and really got them thinking by asking whether fire is living or not living 
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