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Monitors at the United Nations General Assembly hall display the results of a vote on a
resolution condemning the annexation of parts of Ukraine by Russia, amid Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, October 12,

2022
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Chi c6 boén qudc gia bo phiéu ung hd hanh dong cua Nga tai ky hop gan day nhat cua
Lién Hop Qudc.
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Nga da thua trong cudc bd phiéu tai LHQ vé cudc chién Ukraine va no luc thon tinh cac

vung [anh tho chiém dudc trai phép trong cudc chién do.

Sau cudc bd phiéu, bai hoi dong LHQ da thong qua nghi quyét [én an “cai goi la cudc
trung cau dan y” bat hdp phap clia Nga tai cac khu vuc nam trong bién gidi Ukraine
dudc qudc té cong nhan, LHQ cho biét sau cudc bo phiéu. Nghi quyét yéu cdu Nga huay

bo tuyén b sap nhap.

Cac nudc 8 Trung Pong thudng bo phiéu dé 1én an Nga, cho thay rang mac du khu vuc
nay co thé e ngai vdi chinh sach déi ngoai ciia My, nhung tai LHQ, ho hau nhu cé thé

dong y vé mot s6 van dé. Iraqg, Saudi Arabia va nhitng nudc khac déu bé phiéu lén an.

Nhin bé ngoai, day la mot su dao ngudc |8n doi véi Moscow. Chi co bdn qudc gia bo
phi€u cung Ging ho va@i Nga: Syria, Nicaragua, Triéu Tién va Belarus. Tuy nhién, Nga da
cd thé khién 35 quéc gia bd phiéu trang va mot s6 qudc gia da khong bd phiéu tai cudce
hop, chang han nhu Iran, Venezuela, Azerbaijan, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea va

Burkina Faso.

C6 vé nhu day la mét lua chon chién ludc d6i vdi Venezuela va Iran, vi ho ung hd Nga.
Tho Nhi Ky, mot ngugi ban ctia Nga va cling la cGia Ukraine, da bo phiéu [én an Moscow.
Trong khi d6, Tong théng Thé Nhi Ky Recep Tayyip Erdogan dang c6 cudc gap véi ngudi
dong cap Nga Vladimir Putin tai Kazakhstan trong tudn nay bén [é h6i nghi thugng
dinh CICA.

Iran cling dang gap Qatar, diéu do cd nghia la Nga sé mét lan nifa trd thanh trung tam
clia cudc hop & Trung A cling v8i cac qudc gia chuyén ché khac. Moscow lan cudi dugc

chd y khi tham du cuc hop SCO & Uzbekistan.



Cudc bo phiéu tai LHQ c6 thé cho thay Nga dang mat di su ting ho clia quoc té va
nhiing Gi bién minh cho cudc chién & Ukraine. Moscow néi chung da dugc hudng
quyén tring phat tai LHQ; Nga thich ap dung quyén luc clia luat phap quoc té va trudc
day da tham gia trong cac tién trinh nhu cudc hop Astana vi hoa binh & Syria, cling nhu

la mot thanh vién trong BO tU vi hoa binh gilta Israel va Palestine.

Nhung mot quoc gia tham gia vao mot cudc xam luge bat hdp phap sé cd mot s6 hanh
vi gia vg vé tinh hdp phap cla quoc gia dé. Nga dang mat mot sé quoc gia c6 thé da bo
phiéu trang ldc trudc; day la diéu cb [gi cho chinh quyén Biden va cac qudc gia dan

chu phuang Tay.

Tuy nhién, ddang chi y la vang mdt trong lién minh cdc nudc dang lén an Nga la mét
s6 nén kinh té todn cdu quan trong - chang han nhu Trung Quéc va An Do, da bo

phiéu trang.
Nga co nhén dudc phiéu ung hé nao khéng?

Nga ciing xdm nhép vao chéu Phi & Algeria, Burundi, Congo, Céng hoa Trung Phi,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Namibia, Mali, Sudan, Nam Sudan, Nam Phi, Togo, Tanzania va
Zimbabwe. Ho ciing nhén dudc su Ging hé Gm tham & Trung A khi Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan va Uzbekistan bo phiéu trang - va Turkmenistan khéng bé
phiéu. Afghanistan da bé phiéu dé lén an Moscow, nhung Pakistan bé phiéu trdng.

Nga ciing khién Bolivia va Cuba phai kiéng né.

Diéu ndy co nghia la Nga van nam quyén kiém sodt déi véi mét s6 quéc gia & Nam

bdn cdu, mét sé dong minh cii tif Chién tranh Lanh va cé nhiing quéc gia tiing nam



trong phong trao khéng lién két. Moscow khéng thé thay déi Serbia hodic Hungary,

ca hai déu bé phiéu dé lén an, nhung Viét Nam va Thdi Lan dé bé phiéu trdng.

Néu ngudi ta lap ban dd cac qudc gia véi dan sé bod phiéu trang, ¢ vé nhu nhiéu quéc
gia dong dan hon trén thé gidi da boé phiéu tring, chdng han nhu Trung Quéc, An B9,

Pakistan, Ethiopia va Viét Nam.

Pong thdi, viéc Hoa Ky khdng thé cé dudc An D6 va Nam Phi vé phia minh cho thay
chinh quyén Biden con nhiéu viéc phai lam trén thé gidi. Hoa Ky cling da mat anh
hudng & Trung A va dudng nhu dang d6i mat vdi tinh trang xung dot & mot sé khu vuc &

Pong Nam A, Caucasus va mot sé khu vuc ciia chau Phiva Nam M§.

Tuy nhién, man trinh dién tai LHQ cho thay nhiéu qudc gia phan d6i viéc Nga sap nhap
va san sang lap ho sd tai LHQ dé [én an Moscow. Mdc du day la mét thanh cong dai vdi
phuong Tay va My - va d6i vGi nén dan chud va phap quyén - van con nhiéu viéc phai

lam.
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The UN condemned Russia - is Moscow’s war finally losing international

impunity?
Only four countries voted to support Russia's actions at the latest UN assembly.
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Monitors at the United Nations General Assembly hall display the results of a vote on a
resolution condemning the annexation of parts of Ukraine by Russia, amid Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York City, October 12,
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Russia has lost a vote at the UN over its war on Ukraine and its attempt to annex

territories illegally acquired in that war.

The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution that condemns Russia's "illegal

so-called referendums" in regions within Ukraine's internationally-recognized borders,

the UN said after the vote. The resolution demands that Russia reverses its annexation

declaration.

Countries in the Middle East generally voted to condemn Russia, illustrating that
although the region may have qualms with US foreign policy, at the UN they can

mostly agree on something. Iraq, Saudi Arabia and others all voted to condemn.
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On the face of it, this is a big reversal for Moscow. Only four countries voted with
Russia: Syria, Nicaragua, North Korea and Belarus. Russia was able to get 35 countries
to abstain, however, and some countries didn’t vote at the meeting, such as Iran,

Venezuela, Azerbaijan, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea and Burkina Faso.

It would appear that this is a strategic choice for Venezuela and Iran, since they
support Russia. Turkey, a friend of Russia and also of Ukraine, voted to condemn
Moscow. Meanwhile, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is meeting with his

Russian counterpart President Vladimir Putin in Kazakhstan this week on the sidelines

of the CICA summit.

People, including Mykola Stoilovskyi, and his wife Yuliia Titko, rally for more U.S.
support for Ukraine outside of the White House in Washington, U.S., as Russia

continues its invasion of Ukraine, February 25, 2022. (credit: LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS)

Iran is also meeting with Qatar, which means that Russia will once again get to be at
the center of a meeting in Central Asia alongside other authoritarians. Moscow was last

in the spotlight when it attended the SCO meeting in Uzbekistan.



The vote at the UN could illustrate that Russia is losing international backing and

justifications for its war in Ukraine. Moscow has generally enjoyed impunity at the UN;
it likes to adopt the robes of international law and historically played a role in
processes such as the Astana meetings for peace in Syria, as well as being part of the

Quartet for peace between Israel and the Palestinians.

But a country that engages in an illegal invasion scuppers some of its pretense of
legality. Russia is losing some of the countries that might have abstained in the past;

this is a gain for the Biden administration and Western democracies.

However, notably absent from the alliance of countries that are condemning Russia

are some important global economies - such as China and India, which abstained.
Did Russia receive any votes of support?

Russia also got inroads in Africa in Algeria, Burundi, Congo, the Central African
Republic, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Namibia, Mali, Sudan, South Sudan, South Africa, Togo,
Tanzania and Zimbabwe. It also got quiet support in Central Asia as Tajikistan,

Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan abstained - and Turkmenistan didn’t vote.

Afghanistan voted to condemn Moscow, but Pakistan abstained. Russia also got Bolivia

and Cuba to abstain.

What this means is that Russia still has a hold over some countries in the Global South,
some former allies from the Cold War and also countries that were once in the
non-aligned movement. Moscow couldn’t shift Serbia or Hungary, which both voted to

condemn, but it got Vietnam and Thailand to abstain.
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If one were to map the countries that abstained by population, it appears that many of
the more populous countries in the world abstained, such as China, India, Pakistan,

Ethiopia and Vietnam.
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Smoke and flames rise over during the shelling near Kyiv as Russia continues its

invasion of Ukraine, February 26, 2022. (credit: REUTERS/GLEB GARANICH)

At the same time, the fact that the US couldn’t get democracies such as India and
South Africa on its side shows that the Biden administration has work to do in the
world. The US has also lost influence in Central Asia and seems to face ambivalence in

some areas of Southeast Asia, the Caucasus and parts of Africa and South America.

Nevertheless, the showing at the UN illustrates that many countries oppose Russia’s
annexation and are willing to go on record at the UN to condemn Moscow. Although
this is a success for the West and the US - and for democracy and the rule of law -

much work remains.
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