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Tzu Chi Academy Seattle General Q& A

. Where is the school located?
Tillicum Middle School in Bellevue, WA
1280 160th Ave SE, Bellevue, WA 98008
. What are the school hours?

30 Saturdays’ lessons per school year. School hours are from 9am-12pm. Students get three 10 minute breaks.

Our school follows the Bellevue School District(BSD) calendar. School starts early September, ends June of the
following year. We will announce our exact start date mid-August when we finalize our calendar.

**School will be closed due to inclement weather or BSD policy**
. What language is being taught at this school?
Traditional Mandarin Chinese.

. What is the tuition amount?

For the school year of 2024-2025, new student tuition is $480 for the whole year.

**Tuition adjusts yearly.

. Is there a sibling discount?
No.

. What is the current class format?
All our grade-level classes (from YoYo to 10th grade) are in-person.
. How many students are in the class?

YoYo Class : Up to 15 students per class
Phonics Class : Up to 20 students per class
Ist Grade~10th Grade: Up to 25 students per class

. Can we tour the school?

No, we do not open school for public tours.

We ask you kindly to respect our school policies. We also reserve the right to refuse service.
~Sincerely, Tzu Chi Academy Seattle Admin Team



9. What are the textbooks?

The whole school adopts "Let's Learn Chinese”

10. Minimum age of enrollment?

The child must turn 4 years old by 8/31 on the year of enrollment. **There is no exception to this rule.
If you wish to enroll your child in our YoYo class, he/she must be at least 4 years old by 8/31.
If you wish to enroll your child in our Phonics class, he/she must be at least 5 years old by 8/31.

11. What are the criteria and requirements for enrollment?

Our school’s enrollment criteria are based on:
e Space availability,
e Meets minimum age requirement
o Whether the child comprehends & speaks Chinese.

12.When is registration?

2024-25 school year online registration for current students, new Yo-Yo and Phonics classes is 4/20/2024 -
5/05/2024.

**New students, 1st to 10th grades will be after the placement test.

13.Does that mean your school requires an entrance interview for incoming students?

14.

Yes, we do. The purpose of the interview is for us to get to know the families and to determine the child’s
Chinese speaking/comprehension level. Our curriculum is not designed to be an immersion or
Chinese-as-a-second language program. Therefore, we require incoming students to have basic
comprehension/speaking skills prior to enrollment.

**This means the child must be able to converse and answer the question from the interviewer in
Mandarin Chinese.

My child had an interview last year. But we withdrew him/her from the school (or did not
finish registration). Does he/she need to be interviewed again?
Yes.

What happens after my child passes the interview?

We ask you kindly to respect our school policies. We also reserve the right to refuse service.
~Sincerely, Tzu Chi Academy Seattle Admin Team
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A registration link will be emailed to the parents’ email. Please fill out the form after it is sent to you. When it
comes the time to pay the tuition, please complete the payment by the due date.

15. My child has an advanced knowledge of Chinese, can I enroll him/her in classes that are
higher than his/her age group?

No. Prior to Grade 3, we cannot place students in more advanced level classes.

16. I wish to enroll my child at a grade level higher than Kindergarten (1st to 10th grade),

what is the process?

If a space is available in the grade entering, the school registrar will contact
the parents to bring the child in for an entrance exam. Our Grade 1-9 entrance
test is based on ! i k[0 i "Let's Learn Chinese” textbooks.

For example, if you are planning on enrolling your child in second grade, we will
test him/her on first grade ‘.5 niijA "Let's Learn Chinese’Chinese material. If
he/she is entering 1lst grade, he/she will be tested on his/her phonic ({:7) level.
If he/she passes the entrance exam and there is an opening, we will start the
enrollment process.

An le entering 1¢ ade above ent students vears old or older) are considered

transfer students and are required to take and pass our entrance exam along with an entrance interview.

*%2024-2025 School Year Placement Test is on June 15th 2024**

17. What is the best way to contact the school?

Through our school email: academy_seattle@tzuchi.us

We ask you kindly to respect our school policies. We also reserve the right to refuse service.
~Sincerely, Tzu Chi Academy Seattle Admin Team
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