FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
BRISTOL, CT

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
May 25, 2025, 9:30 a.m.
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a

vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides

visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond
human imagination.

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our
entryways or you can scan this code with your phone

camera.
+GATHERING+
The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God.
WELCOME
PRELUDE Handbell Choir:

A Joyful Alleluia C. Dobrinski

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever. Amen.
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding
love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love, but our lives do not always reflect you and your love for the
world. We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown
to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant
to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free
again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen.



Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome
the wandering ones home. In & Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a

place in God’s house forever. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW 808

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY



Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by
your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

+WORD+
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

First Reading

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets
Lydia, an important person in the business community, whose heart has
been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism
provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

A reading from Acts, chapter 16.

®During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help

us.” " When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them. " We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course
to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, '>and from there to Philippi,
which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. "> On the Sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. '* A certain
woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. ' When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Acts 16: 9-15



Psalm 67

'May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine
upon us.

2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all
nations.

*Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples
with equity and guide all the nations on earth.

®Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

®The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has
blessed us.

"May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity
with God'’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the
temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.

A reading from Revelation, chapter 21.

% And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God. ??| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord
God the Almighty and the Lamb. 2 And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. #** The
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it. 2° Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night
there. 2° People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. #” But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.?*
'Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. ®* Nothing accursed will be found there any
more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants
will worship him; *they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads.



®> And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever,

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (all sing)
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Gospel

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that
Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will
experience a peace that overcomes fear.

The holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

2 Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will keep my
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them. 2* Whoever does not love me does not keep my words, and
the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father who sent me.

%4l have said these things to you while | am still with you. ?° But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything and remind you of all that | have said to you. " Peace | leave
with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
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28 You heard me say to you, ‘Il am going away, and | am coming to you.’ If
you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. # And now | have told you this before it occurs, so
that when it does occur you may believe.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ John 14: 23-29

CHOIR ANTHEM Shalom Dan Forrest
Peace, Shalom.

Peace | leave with you, peace | give to you:

Peace, Shalom.

Not as this world gives, | give to you, Do not be afraid.
Shalom, my peace | give to you, Shalom.
Peace. Shalom.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Please have an adult accompany children 3 yrs. old and younger.

SERMON Reverend Rebecca Bourret
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision ELW 793

L: APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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L: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.
Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further
cooperation between people of different faith traditions and bless our
non-Christian neighbors, that we learn and grow in deeper relationship.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing
crops and encourage communities developing sustainable farming
practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony with your good creation.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict.
Protect refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking
safety and security. Make all nations safe for both migrants and residents.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we continue to pray for those on our prayer list. In addition
we lift up to your care these loved ones and concerns that we name aloud
or in our hearts before you now...(time is allowed for additions). Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military
service. Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for
veterans and their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and
conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARE THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
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+MEAL+

God feeds us in the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

Offerings towards our Ministries are welcomed at our IE]';?.’“;,E
entryways or you can scan this code with your phone

camera. Do
OFFERTORY I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW 860

L: OFFERING PRAYER

For all that we have received from God let us pray for what we return.
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and
enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have
eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as we pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

At Faith all are welcome to receive Holy Communion. You are invited to
come forward by the center aisle to fill in along the rail from the center to the
sides. You may either stand or kneel to receive bread (or gluten-free wafers
upon request) and wine (or white grape juice) in pre-filled glasses. Empty
glasses can be placed in baskets provided as you return by the side aisles
to your seat for silent meditation. If you need communion brought to you,
please notify the usher.

(if you are giving a reminder at the end of the service, please move to the
lectern as the altar is cleared after communion distribution)
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L: POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

+SENDING+
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

REMINDERS
(If you are giving a reminder, come to the lectern as the altar is cleared).
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BLESSING
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + Savior,
and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory ELW 890

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed.
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Prelude in G Major J.S. Bach
All are welcome to refreshments and fellowship in the Social Hall following
the service.

WORSHIP LEADERS for Sunday, May 25, 2025

Presiding Minister: Reverend Rebecca Bourret

Minister of Music: Deacon Gwynne Hopko

Assisting Minister: Valerie Holcomb

Lector: Bob Herold

Ushers: Donna Ropp, Rosemarie Tessman, Cookie Capsalors
Altar Guild: Edie Valencis

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26763. Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724528 and CCLI
#22340990. All rights reserved.
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Sunday, May 25, 2025
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time
10:30 a.m. Grinders for purchase ($6 each) at Faith Lutheran Church.
Relay for Life Fundraiser (all proceeds go to American Cancer Society)
Thursday, May 29, 2025
6:30 p.m. Parish Life Meeting (Parish Life Room)
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
7:00 p.m. AA (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Al Anon (YOUTH Room)
Saturday, May 31, 2025
10:00 a.m. Fitness Class with Nancy Plourde (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday, June 1, 2025
9:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion (Sanctuary, You Tube, Facebook)
10:30 a.m. Coffee Time

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRISTOL, CT

1125 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT

Church Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Church Phone: 860.583.5809

Email: churchoffice@FaithBristolCT.org

Pastor Chris Dion, phone: 860.989.3507

Deacon Gwynne Hopko, Minister of Music




