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Assignment #3: Developing and Answering an Original Research Question

Overview
Your goal with this project is to contribute new knowledge to our understanding of adaptation.
You will do this by developing an original research question on a particular cultural product that
has been adapted and conducting research to answer that question. As in the first two
assignments, you will begin by finding a specific opportunity for conversation (a gap, tension,
contradiction, ambiguity, or difficulty in the history of the thing you isolate or in the topic more
broadly). You will then go through a process that will prove useful as you undertake research
assignments in future courses:

1. develop an original research question

2. find reliable sources that help you answer that question

3. read and annotate those sources to create a 4-page research narrative

4. present your answer to that question (your claim) in a 6-page paper.

You are not restricted in the evidence you use in this essay. To the challenge of locating an
opportunity for conversation and formulating a question, therefore, this assignment adds the
tricky task of finding reliable and relevant sources and analyzing them to answer your question.
If done well, your claim will serve as a theory that could be tested against the research other
students have conducted. Your audience for this project is

If you use a source that you need to request through Interlibrary Loan (a book, a book chapter,
or an article), I will bump up your grade on the paper by one half letter (so, from an A to an A+).
To show me that this is an interlibrary loan request, please forward me the email from the
library alerting you that the book or article has arrived. This is limited to one!!

Research Proposal

At least 1 single-spaced page that introduces your research question (or questions if you're still
trying to decide), the sources you plan to read (and find) in order to answer that question. It
should explain why you're interested in this question and it should also mention at least three
reliable (these might be peer-reviewed, but that is not required) sources you plan to use in your
process. It can help to imagine a tentative claim just so that you know if your question can lead
to an arguable claim.



Research Narrative
Details at this link

Frequently Asked Questions

What can I cite in this paper?
Your can cite any text you find useful in this research project.

What are MLA guidelines?

The Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines provide the citation and formatting rules
used by many scholars in the humanities. It is not the only citation style you will need to use in
during your university career, so ultimately you should learn to follow (not memorize!) these
guidelines. You can find instructions on the MLA guidelines at this link.

When is this paper due?

The course schedule in our syllabus includes deadlines for freewriting, drafting, and revision for
this assignment. I strongly encourage you to follow this schedule so you can benefit from our
class conversations about the writing process.

How can I get feedback on my draft?
You can get feedback on your work at any stage in the process in a variety of ways:

e In class: My absolute favorite way to provide feedback on drafts is by workshopping the
draft in class. To do this, make sure you have the most up-to-date draft in your word
online document or in Kaizena so I can pull it up easily from the classroom computer.

e One-on-one: Drop by my office hours (M&W 9-10; always reserved for students), make
an appointment using my online scheduler (http://www.meetme.so/MaryIsbell), or talk
to me before or after class.

e Online: Join our course group at Kaizena and share your document (or just post a
message about your ideas) in a conversation with me or the whole class. I'll demonstrate
how Kaizena works in class.

e At the Writing Center: Tutors at the writing center will encourage you to talk through
your ideas and read whatever you’ve got written aloud. These 45-minute appointments
are a fantastic way to improve your work. You can sign up for an appointment using the
online schedule or you can visit the reception desk on the first floor of the library (just to
the left after you enter the library)

How do you grade?

I will read your paper and determine a grade based on how successfully your paper accomplishes
the work of the assignment. I will also give you a spreadsheet that I call the “framework for
feedback,” which will help you see where you should focus your attention on future assignments.
This framework breaks the work of an assignment down into seven sections and then indicates
how successful you’ve been in each section. I've included the range for each section below:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RmTkxhfr_6fk16uclZlva3PW35CFT15fAit6gOBNa9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://www.meetme.so/MaryIsbell
https://newhaven.mywconline.com/
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