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While the world watches the ticking clock of the 2030 Paris goals, China is
the one building the infrastructure that will decide if we hit them. China is one of the
most important countries in the Paris Agreement, producing more carbon dioxide
than any other nation. In the climate agreement, China promised to make its CO2
emissions peak before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. China also
pledged to reduce how much carbon it releases compared to 2005 by more than
65% by 2030 and increase non fossil energy to about 25% of total energy use by
2030 (UNFCCC, 2021). These promises show that China has set major climate
goals, but what matters most is whether the country is actually meeting them. By
using its “New Three” industries and massive grid projects, China is on track to meet
its goals and to fix its internal power gap issue.

China has made strong progress in renewable energy. By the end of March 2025,
China’s wind and solar power capacity reached about 1.482 billion kilowatts, which
was much more than the country’s thermal power capacity for the first time (Reuters,
2025). This is a critical sign that clean energy is growing quickly in China.

Nevertheless, China still faces serious problems. Coal is still a large part of its
energy system, and heavy industry continues to produce high emissions. Reuters
reported that China also approved or started new coal-related projects, which
creates doubt about how fast emissions will decrease (Reuters, 2025). Carbon Brief
found that China’s CO2 emissions fell 1.6% in the first quarter of 2025, and later
analysis shows that emissions stayed stagnant or slightly declined through much of
2025 (Carbon Brief, 2026). This means China is making progress, but not at a pace
that guarantees complete success.

Overall, China’s Paris Agreement status is complicated. The country is doing well in
renewable energy growth, but it still relies heavily on coal for its industrial processes.
China appears to be moving in the right direction; however, it needs stronger cuts in
coal use and more steady emissions declines to fully meet its climate promises
(Carbon Brief, 2026).

Over the past years, China has made its way from being the leading emitter of
carbon dioxide in the world to becoming its most progressive and dynamic country in



regard to renewables and greener production processes. China's economic
development has been directed towards the emergence of a new type of green
technologies in the global market through a shift of priorities to hi-tech green
industries. In this regard, a special place is taken by the concept of the "New Three"
(Xin San Yang), consisting of electric vehicles, lithium-ion batteries, and solar cells.

Through large-scale investments and government support, China has managed to
make the transition from being "the world's factory" of cheap products to a driving
force in finding solutions to the problem of climate change.

The advantage of China in manufacturing is especially evident in the area of electric
cars. China has managed to outperform its Western counterparts due to efficient
organization of its supply chain. This advantage has been facilitated by the second
element of the "New Three", namely, lithium-ion batteries, because China owns
almost all the mineral processing plants for such batteries. Through this process of
vertical integration, China will continue to be the beating heart of the movement
towards sustainable energy across the globe.

In addition to this, the influence that China has had over the development of solar
energy technology has been transformational. Through mass-producing solar cells,
China has reduced the price of solar energy globally by more than 80 percent within
a decade (International Energy Agency, 2024). This may have led to conflicts
between China and other developed nations such as the United States and the
European Union but has also allowed developing countries access to cheaper forms
of renewable energy. In sum, through its efforts in manufacturing cleanly and its
“‘New Three” export items, China has become indispensable to the struggle against
climate change. For now, China’s green exports drive the planet’s progress towards
sustainability.

But having the tech isn't enough if you can’t move the power to where people
live. While China’s manufacturing speed is unmatched, the primary obstacle to its
2030 carbon peak is not production, but trade wars and geography. This is best
represented by the East-West Power Gap. Currently, 80% of China’s renewable
energy resources are concentrated in the populated Western provinces, while 75%
of the total energy demand comes from the industrial hubs of the East. (Chinadaily,
2026)

This geographic mismatch leads to a critical inefficiency known as curtailment, where
clean energy is dumped because the power grid lacks the capacity to transport it
2,000 kilometers across the country (The Business Times, 2026). To solve this, the
15th Five-Year Plan (2026—2030) has committed a record $722 billions, which is a
40% increase from the previous cycle into a massive grid recondition (Chinadaily,
2026). The centerpiece of this investment is a network of fifteen Ultra-High Voltage



(UHV) Energy Superhighways designed to eliminate these bottlenecks and ensure
clean power reaches the coast by 2030 (Our China Story, 2024).

However, the transition
also faces external
walls. As of 2026, the
global trade
environment has shifted
toward protectionism,
with the US and EU
implementing 100%
tariffs on Chinese-made
electric vehicles
(Economist Intelligence £ 2 b Tadtsl-
Unit, 2024). In response, China has plvoted toa “Global Local” strategy Instead of
simply exporting finished goods, firms like BYD are localizing manufacturing inside
foreign markets to bypass trade barriers (Scandasia, 2024). A prime example is
BYD'’s €4 billion production facility in Hungary, which began mass production in early
2026 (GlobalChinaEV, 2026). By building inside these regions, China is merging its
technology directly into the global supply chain, turning their trade war into a
permanent global expansion.

Overall, these infrastructure investments and new trade pivots prove that China’s
energy transition is no longer just a climate goal; rather, it is a high-stakes industrial
and geopolitical de-risking strategy. If China successfully bridges the physical gap
between its deserts and its cities, and the political gap between its factories and the
global market, it will secure its position as the world's first green industrial economy.

China is performing moderately well and is even being called a leader in the
world's clean energy transition, to truly understand the performance of China in the
global achievement of green power it's necessary to know the motivations behind
these actions. For the People’s Republic of China, the motivation comes from two
sides, international and local motivational reasons. For China, this generates an
equilibrium between what they show and what they are truly doing within each
individual life demonstrating how committed they are with the Paris agreement goals,
but even more with their own personal objectives as they stablished in their
15th-Five Year Plan or in their new model of high quality development.

On the international side, their current motivation is being a global referent for
optimum power development and cooperation, to have more authority and diplomatic
power in the international community. This is seen in their article about their
participation in the COP30 and how they are interested in catching more nations to



join the transition (The State Council of the People’s Republic of China, 2025).
Finally, another key point for international motivation in China is the UN adoption of
Chinese technical standards (UHV lines/Battery tech) as the global benchmark,
rewarding China’s research and development.

On another side, which matters the most in Xi Jinping’s eyes, the Chinese
government seems interested and aware of how their population is developing in
general and in energy terms. This is seen in the urge of the President Xi Jinping to
success in the innovation hub through their recent model of high-quality development
(The State Council of the People’s Republic of China, 2026). Driven by their
15th-Five Year Plan and their new nationally determined contribution.

Alternative proposals could be the following:

e The creation of a confederation with a climatic focus (similar to the BRICS, but
for the clean power transition).

e Deleting tariffs from the G7 according to the reduction of GHS emissions, 1%
less in tariffs for each 1% reduction of gases emissions.

China is already motivated, and now the Chinese state considers it time to motivate
the rest of the international community. Collectively, these local action projects will
improve SDG 7 and 13 actions by addressing the geographical and political gaps.
These efforts ensure that China’s green technology serves as a practical model for
other countries to build a sustainable future.
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