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Dental Implants vs a Dental Bridge for a Single Missing Tooth 

 
Dental implants are now considered to be the ideal solution for replacing missing teeth compared with dental bridges; this 
is especially the case when only one tooth is required to be replaced.​
 
Before dental implants became common-place,Guest Posting the most effective way to treat an individual with a single 
missing tooth was with a three-unit bridge - also commonly referred to as a three three-tooth bridge. This kind of dental 
bridge works by linking a row of three false teeth alongside one another, the middle tooth to bridges the gap and the false 
tooth on either side are fixed over natural teeth. Even though this kind of dental treatment was previously regarded as the 
best available treatment for decades, it is not now thought of as the perfect solution.​
 
One of the drawbacks of a three unit bridge is that it requires the teeth on either side of the gap to be shaped and reduced 
in size so as to enable the bridge to be fitted over the top. Since the three teeth of the dental bridge are fixed together, 
they must be cleaned in a different way to natural teeth. To achieve this they, require specialised dental cleaning 
equipment to ensure surrounding gum tissue remains healthy.​
 
Dental Implants are now the preferred choice for the replacement of missing teeth. In the instance of an implant to replace 
a single tooth, the completed implant will also function as a substitute for the root of the tooth and also the tooth itself. 
With implants there is no need for specialised cleaning tools, unlike with dental bridges. They can be maintained by 
regular brushing and flossing, in the same way as you would look after natural teeth. Although dental implants do not 
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decay, they will need to be maintained with an effective oral hygiene routine.​
 
How Long Will Implants or Bridges Last?​
 
The dental implant itself (the part which is implanted into the jawbone) should last for the lifetime of the patient; however 
the dental crown (the false tooth which is connected to the implant via an abutment) is not expected to last for ever. 
Implant crowns last for a different length of time depending on how they are looked after and the individual patient.​
 
From implants carried out in the early days of the procedure, dental crowns which were expected to last for only three to 
five years proved to continue to last for ten or even twenty years, if they were thoroughly looked after. In contrast,  more 
modern implant crowns which are designed to last for more than ten years may only last for a couple of years if an 
effective oral hygiene routine is not practised.​
 
The cost of dental implants verses the cost of a dental bridge is difficult to calculate exactly. In general it is not possible to 
accurately predict the longevity of a dental implant, but the life span of the implant crown can be increased by brushing 
twice a day, regular flossing and visiting your dentist every 6 months for an oral hygiene appointment.​
 
Initial Costs​
 
How does the cost of a dental implant crown compare to a three-unit bridge?​
 
In the UK, the cost of a conventional dental bridge can vary from around £600 to £1,200, whilst the cost of a single dental 
implant is likely to be between £1200 and £2000 depending on which clinic carries out the work. In the US a dental bridge 
is expected to cost between $2000 and $3000 and a single dental implant would usually cost between $3000 and $5000.​
 
Long-term Maintenance Costs​
 
If the teeth on either side of a bridge fail due to periodontal disease or tooth decay, extensive dental restoration will need 
to be carried out up the complete area of the dental bridge; this may possibly involve the addition of a new level of filling to 
build-up the teeth on either side of the bridge. The cost dental work to provide a foundation underneath a dental bridge 
may also include expensive of the construction a new three unit bridge.​
 
If and when the crown of a dental implant needs to be replaced due to the crown material wearing down, the only cost 
would be for the replacement dental crown and would not involve additional work on the teeth on either side. In general, 
cost of maintaining a dental implant over an individual’s lifetime is expected to be far less than compared with the cost of 
maintaining a dental bridge.​
 

Company Description 
Sensational Smiles Dental is a one-of-a-kind Kirrawee dental practice in the Sutherland Shire. Not only are we highly 
experienced in general, implant, cosmetic and orthodontic dentistry, but we are committed to the comfort and care of our 
patients. Every treatment we offer is tailor-made, with the patient at the centre of everything we do. No matter what your 
needs, we take the time to understand your dental and general health, your concerns and your goals, so we always 
deliver sensational results.  We are dedicated to providing every patient with a unique and unparalleled experience that 
places well-being and satisfaction at the centre of everything. We believe that a purpose-built dental clinic makes all the 
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difference when it comes to delivering modern and innovative dental procedures. We’ve worked hard to blend 
state-of-the-art technology with comfortable and calm surroundings.The latest technology comes as standard at 
Sensational Smiles Dental and is fundamental to enhancing the patient experience.​
 

Contact Details 
Sensational Smiles Dental 
2/500 Princes Hwy 
Kirrawee NSW 2232 
Phone: (02) 8544 8607 
Website: https://ssdentalclinic.com.au/​
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/sensationalsmilesdental​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17J0QJoIpi-nIRZl7DJpkNHanp8jyAxvf?usp=drive_open 
​
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