
How to attend a free amateur radio 
exam and get an FCC license 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club - Volunteer Examiner Coordinator - 
Pilipinas Testing Group 

 
 
Congratulations on your interest in taking the FCC amateur radio exam through the Laurel VEC 
(Volunteer Examiner Coordinator) -  Pilipinas Testing Group. 



 
You can find out more about us and our upcoming test sessions here: 
https://www.laurelvec.com/?team=PTG . 
 
If you have any questions, you may email us at info@w1ptg.org or send us a message via 
Facebook: https://facebook.com/W1PTG . You may find the registration form at 
https://forms.gle/GuUPyVm4LXjEnjSc9 or https://w1ptg.org. 

Getting an FRN 
 
This is the first step that you need in applying for the FCC amateur radio licensing exam. If you 
are upgrading your license, you will most likely have an FRN already. If this is your first time, 
then read on. Getting the FRN can be confusing at first, because of the complicated nature of 
the FCC CORES website. 
 
This requires that you have a U.S. address. A postal address/PO box will do. Refer to online 
tools to determine how to get an online PO box. https://usaddress.com is a good example. 
 

 
 
 
Licenses are not mailed, so the address is mostly just used for regulatory purposes, and if there 
is ever a need for regulatory letters. 
 
You may refer to this website for detailed instructions on how to register for an FRN: 
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/universal-licensing-system-uls-resources/getting-fcc-registr
ation-number-frn 
 
Or you may refer to the following summarized steps: 
 

https://www.laurelvec.com/?team=PTG
mailto:info@w1ptg.org
https://facebook.com/W1PTG
https://forms.gle/GuUPyVm4LXjEnjSc9
https://w1ptg.org
https://usaddress.com
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/universal-licensing-system-uls-resources/getting-fcc-registration-number-frn
https://www.fcc.gov/wireless/support/universal-licensing-system-uls-resources/getting-fcc-registration-number-frn


1.​ On the CORES website, click on Register 
https://apps2.fcc.gov/fccUserReg/pages/createAccount.htm to create a username. 

 
2.​ Fill it in with your desired valid username (which is your email) and other details. Check 

your email inbox for the activation link. 

 
 

 
3.​ Once you activate your account via email, click on GO TO CORES. Then create a new 

FRN. 
 

 
 

https://apps2.fcc.gov/fccUserReg/pages/createAccount.htm


4.​ Fill it in with relevant details. Register as an individual. Indicate that your contact address 
is within the US or territories. 

 

 
 
Say that you are registering for a CORES FRN registration 
 

 
 
Indicate your name. If you don’t have an SSN, leave it blank, but say that The Individual is 
Foreign. 
 
In your registration, use your US address. If you don’t have a US address yet, you may use a 
post office (PO) box address. You may get a free PO box address from https://usaddress.com. 

https://usaddress.com


 
 

5.​ On the next page, take note of your FRN (an example is in the red box below). This is 
what you will provide us prior to your exam. 

 

 
 
 

Pre-registering for your slot 
This makes it easy for us to prepare the paperwork in advance, so that during the exam session 
itself, you only have to worry about answering the test, and we only have to worry about 
checking and filing. Otherwise, we will have to hand-write a lot of documents when we conduct 
the exam paperwork. Pre-register here: https://w1ptg.org/register. 
 

https://w1ptg.org/register


Reviewing for your exam 
 
Kindly read 
https://n2rac.com/get-your-amateur-radio-license-by-attending-an-online-exam-session-24e6a0
088735 for some references and study guides. Note that not all of the information there is 
relevant since we will be doing the exam differently with Laurel VE (the above guide outlines 
online testing with GLAARG, a different volunteer examiner coordinator that offers virtual 
testing). 
 
Here is a recommended study method by Noji, KN0JI. 
 
We also recommend going to https://hamstudy.org for study resources. We like this resource 
because it provides both the test pool (yes, the exact items in the test) and an explanation 
behind the theory or the practical applications of the item. You can click on “Technician” for the 
entry-level exam. 
 

 
Try the study mode. The website will show you questions, which are from the actual exam pool. 
The exam itself will be from random items taken from the exact same question pool. 
 

 
After you answer, the site will show you the correct answer.  
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You may click on the “i” icon to view an explanation of that item, the theory behind it, or the 
computations. 
 
For instance: 

 



 
 
For most questions, two out of four are clearly wrong answers. There is ONE correct answer, 
but often ONE other “distractor”, which is designed to test your proficiency and knowledge 
amidst potential confusion. 
 

Try the practice test 
 
When you are already confident in your review, you may choose to take a practice test. The 
Technician test involves 35 questions. You need to have at least 27 items correct to pass the 
exam. 
 
You may take the practice test as many times as you want or need, to gauge your progress and 
improvement in the review. 
 
If you are confident enough, you may also wish to try the General and even the Extra exams. 
 
For upgrading, it’s the same case with the General test – you need 27 correct out of 35 
questions.  
 
Meanwhile, the Amateur Extra test consists of 50 items. You need at least 37 correct answers to 
pass. 
 



You may choose to take all exams in one session if you wish to. 
 
Be sure to save screenshots of your exam ratings or sign up for a hamstudy account, so you 
can keep track of your progress through time. 
 

The test 
 
The actual test is conducted by at least 3 volunteer examiners. Prior to the test, you will need to 
have an FRN or FCC Reference Number, as described above. 
 
We shall keep you posted regarding the exact instructions, dates, and times for Laurel VEC - 
Pilipinas Testing Group exams. 
 
The Laurel VE exam itself is free, although the FCC will charge you $35 for the licensing fee 
once your results have been submitted. Licenses are valid for 10 years and can be renewed 
thereafter. FCC will notify you via email that a passing result has been submitted to the system. 
You can pay the fee via debit card, credit card, etc. 
 
Once FCC receives your payment, it will process your license and email you with a callsign and 
the PDF file of your official license. 
 
Any subsequent upgrade of the license class will be free. Renewal after 10 years will incur a 
$35 fee. You may also apply for a custom/vanity callsign, but applications are also charged $35. 
 
For any questions, email the group at info@w1ptg.org, Angelo at jangelo@gmail.com or Jason 
at pascocap2002@yahoo.com.  

Once you get FCC confirmation 
 
There is a $35 application fee that you need to pay once FCC sends you a notification that the 
VEC has submitted your documents. You will need to login to the CORES in order to pay this 
fee. 
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The email will include an attached PDF with instructions on how to pay. Click the link and follow 
these to login to the FCC system. It’s basically the same login as your CORES above. 



 
The Easiest option is to click on the link provided and log in using your FRN and the password 
you setup earlier. This is the second option. 
 

 
 
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/paymentFrnLogin.do  

 
 
 
As an alternative, you can log in using your FRN username (email, or the first option above) and 
look for the payment link. 

 
 
Then click the FRN financials, etc. link. 

https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/paymentFrnLogin.do


 

 
 
Then click the FRN financials link. 
 

 
 
Click to view or make payments. 

 
 
You can pay this using credit card or other methods. 

 
Once you get the payment confirmation, you will need to wait until FCC processes your license. 

 



 
If it is a new license, you may have to wait 24-48 hours after paying before your license and 
callsign appear on the database. You will get an email notification. 
 

 
 
You can download the Official Copy of your license from CORES or through the link provided. 
You may also find a reference copy that you can share. 
 
There are two versions of the license in PDF: the Official Copy (for your own private records 
only), and a Reference Copy that you may share and which others can also freely download 
from the database. You can download these at any time from within FCC’s system. 
 
You may refer to this ARRL article for more information on how to download PDF copies of your 
license: https://www.arrl.org/obtain-license-copy . 
 
Upgrades do not incur a fee. Upgrades usually take faster to reflect on the database after the 
results are submitted to the FCC via Laurel VEC. 
 

Getting a reciprocal license 
To operate your station legally in the Philppines, you may obtain a reciprocal permit from the 
NTC. Some notes and instructions here: https://n2rac.com/9bbd50ab6adc . 
 
Best of luck! 
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Advanced Option: How to get a vanity callsign 
Once you have obtained your FCC license, you can apply for a vanity callsign. 
 

1.​ Before anything, you want to check your options if valid or available. Be sure to apply for 
callsigns that are authorized with your license and class. Check http://ae7q.com for 
resources on availability. The site also tells you what kind of callsign you can apply for. 
Normally, any class can apply for a 2x3 callsign or 1x3 callsign (with 1 letter, zone 
number prefix, then 3 letter suffix, like N2RAC). Amateur Extra can apply for 2x1 (e.g., 
WT8C) callsigns, etc. 
 
You can use the lookup to check if the callsign you want is available. You can apply for 
up to 25, so you have several options in case the primary choice is not available. 

 
 
For example, here, you can see the status of N2RAC. 
 

 
 
An expired callsign is usually back in the pool two years after expiry. Some callsigns might have 
never been assigned at all. 
 

2.​ Login to ULS. 
3.​ Click on Online Filings. 

https://ae7q.com
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4.​ Or, alternatively, click this link to go directly to License Manager. Enter your FRN as 
username and use the password you set up with your account. 

 
 
 

5.​ Toward the right, click on “Request Vanity Callsign” link. 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/licenseGlance.jsp


 
 

6.​ Answer the following queries. Usually, it would be “no” to both. 

 
 

7.​ Provide your eligibility options. Relatives of deceased callsign owners have priority. 



 
8.​ You have up to 25 choices. 

 
You will then be asked to confirm your information on the next screen, as well as respond to the 
“felony” question. 
 

9.​ You will then be asked to certify if all the information is correct. This includes a notice for 
fee details. You will then need to pay the fee to submit your application. 

 
 

10.​You will need to wait 18 days for FCC to act on the application. This is to ensure that all 
applications are accounted for. If there are others who apply for the same vanity callsign 



at the same time as you, FCC will raffle it to determine who will be granted the 
application. The $35 fee is an application fee and is nonrefundable. 
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