An Open Letter to Rep. McMorris Rodgers from Spokane Child Abuse and
Prevention Experts and Community Leaders:

Together, we, the undersigned, represent decades of experience providing prevention and
treatment services to eastern Washington families. We have provided extensive community
service on the frontlines of child abuse prevention, post traumatic trauma treatment for all
forms of family violence, including physical and sexual assault and abuse of children, pediatric
healthcare, and related community and family services.

We are dismayed and deeply disappointed to see television ads and printed campaign
materials approved by Rep. McMorris Rodgers that falsely accuse Lisa Brown of endangering
vulnerable children during her term as a State Senator in the 1990's.

Lisa has a long record of advocacy and legislative leadership on the prevention of child abuse
and sexual assault, including helping to organize the first “Take Back the Night” March in
Spokane in the 1980’s to bring awareness to domestic violence and sexual assault. Lisa worked
in the legislature on many measures to safeguard women and families, and currently serves on
the board of the YWCA in Spokane, which serves victims of sexual assault and domestic violence
in our community.

“For over 20 years as a Spokane pediatrician, | was one of the only pediatricians to provide
exams and testify in court for child abuse cases. Lisa Brown was always a consistent advocate
for child safety throughout her time in the Washington State legislature, including sponsoring SB
5570 which made it a crime to communicate with a minor for immoral purposes,” and in 2005
supported ‘community protection zones’ which prohibit sex offenders from living within 880 feet
‘of the facilities or grounds of a public or private school.” Lisa has worked hard to fund child

abuse prevention work that helped nurture families so they could keep their own children safe.”
-Deb Harper, MD, FAAP

Rep. McMorris Rodgers decision to distribute a provocative fearful image, mailed to tens of
thousands of homes in eastern Washington, reinforces harmful stereotypes that do not
correspond with the data on sexual assault perpetrators. Further, this image references racial
stereotypes that reinforce explicit racism and implicit racial biases that have devastating
consequences for people of color in our country.

For these reasons, we strongly condemn Rep. McMorris Rodgers campaign materials, and call
on her first to publicly apologize to Lisa Brown, and second to cease using this dishonest and

harmful campaign tactic immediately.

We expect the truth and civility from our elected representatives and we call on Rep. McMorris
Rodgers to serve the best interests of the community and the people she represents.

Sincerely,


http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5570&Chamber=Senate&Year=2003
http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5570&Chamber=Senate&Year=2003
http://apps2.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1147&Year=2005&BillNumber=1147&Year=2005
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Natalie Fincher
Tim Holliday

Michael Poulin, Vietnam
Veterans

Greg Gurnett
Karen Blaine
Janelle Smith
Kathleen Rodgers
Glenda Thompson
Malena Walley
Anna Wallis

Debra Schultz , business
owner, retired educator
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Nora Scott, Child
Protective Services
supervisor, Retired

Debbie Brinker, MSN,
Nurse Faculty/Pediatric
Clinical Nurse Specialist
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Karen Frogner

Marion Hammer, Retired
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Christine Eschete

Julie Honekamp, MA
Mina Gokee, Retired
Jere Jaline, MSW

Scott Nelson

Irene Black
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Shannon Dunkin, MS,
LMHC
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Protective Worker
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Educator

Cindy Bishop
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Lt. Randy Allard,
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Sheila Thorne, DCYF
Barbara Whittaker
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Nola Hansen, Teacher,
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Breann Babcock

Jennifer Mays, LICSW Child
and Adolescent Mental
Health Therapist

Jeff B Collins, MD

Molly Crumet, MSW,
Sacred Heart Children's
Hospital

Larry Crumet, Children's
Administration, Retired

Jacob Childers

Jody Stewart-Strobelt
Mac Smith
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Teresa Sweeney, Ph.D.,
Child Psychologist

Diane Jhueck, LMHC, DCR
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General's Office, Retied

Jeff Hedge, DO,
Psychiatrist, Integrative
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Glenn Davis

Patsy Seipp, Speech
Language Pathologist,
SLRI, Retired

Leigh-Anne Kelly, Educator,
mother, aunt

Vicki Jones, School
Counselor, Retired

Miriam J Robbins, Former
Special Ed. Instructional
Asst., Spokane Public
Schools, mother

Lisa Norfolk, M.A.,
CCC/sLp

Shari Lewis

Natalie DuPree, Human
Resources Sacred Heart
Medical Center, Retired

Robin Gailley RN, CRNI
Peter Sowards

Jackie Kabrell

Megan Hobbs
Madonna Luers

Diane Reid

Vivian McGee

Megan Schmidt, DSHS
Program Manager, Retired

Nola Barrett
Jeremiah Paparazzo
Edgar Gutierrez

Tammy Mckean, Former
Mental Health Counselor

Psychiatric Services,
Providence Sacred Heart
Medical Center

Shawn Brow, MAE, CRNA,
Twilight Anesthesia
Services

Mary Douthitt, Special
Education Teacher

Renee Taylor

Carey A
Kemnitz-Ruthenbeck,
Roots & Wings, Love &
Learning Center

Anthony McDonald,
Washington State
University

Aimee Baginski, MSW

Dale M. Lindekugel, Ph.D.,
Professor of Sociology &
Justice Studies, EWU

Miesha Mader

Gilbert Myers

Annette Barfield, LICSW
Joel Drexel

Mason Burley, Ph.D.
Kris Gladeau, Teacher
Tamara Hedin

Jennifer Haglund

Susan E Corrigan

Carole Newton

Nancy L. Worsham, Ph.D.,
Licensed Psychologist

Pamela Webb
Susan Luppert
Erin Lafferty

Kateri Bishop, MSW, DSHS
CA, Retired

Kai Marks, RRT, RCP

Nancy Coffey, Spokane
Community College
Librarian, Retired

Darrel Brown

Robert Paukert, MA, High
School Teacher

Dayle Yates
Lori Buratto

CHARLES THOMAS, Retired
Physical Therapist

Rhonda Rheingans
Marci Kirk

Kathaleen Hammonds,
M.Ed

Howard Kovarsky
Renee Roehl

Wafa Abedin

Lisa Duplain

Susan Swanson

Carol Landa McVicker

Lisa J. Woodard, PharmD,
MPH, Eastern Washington
University



Dayle Yates, Former
Guardian Ad Litum

John Yates

Austina Cronk

John Yates

Dayle Yates

Amisha D Jordan
Daniel Haley

Gian Mitchell

Paul Davies

Mary Kate Sorensen

Gail Reid-Gurian, Gail
Reid-Gurian Counseling
Services

Natalie DuPree, Sacred
Heart Medical Center
Human Resources, Retired

Suzanne Herda Raines,
Primary Teacher, Retired

Carolyn & Ron Gooley,
Community volunteers

Julie Aller, Retired
Kristine Eiffert
Mary Brandt
Marshall Aller
Whitney Parker
Robert Amich
Patrice Towbsend
K Joan Johnson

Barbara Baumgarten

Daniel Baumgarten
Eric Fischer
Laurie J Jackson

Christy Himmelright, BSN,
Retired

Mallory A Conner

Tanya Charlton Compton,
Social Worker/Counselor,
Retired

Kim Harmson, Former
Early Childhood Educator,
Spokane Community
Colleges

G. Simon, UCH-RENAL
RESEARCHER

Tom Cloud
Teresa Turpin

Melanie Morlan, MA.,
LMFT., LMHC, Couples
Therapy Spokane

Madania Mercer, Retired

Paul A. Bastine, Superior
Court Judge, Retired

Matt Doval
Julie Hentrich

Joanne Cenis, Retired
Educator and Farmer

Michael Evans

Sherri Stockman, High
School Counselor, Retired

Ursula Lanam

LuAnn Venden, PhD, Walla
Walla University, Retired

Kathy Dauer
Tom Dauer
Sarah Ertel
Madeline Bishop
Susan Bloom

Tracy, WSU Education
Alumni

Alyssa Vougas
Catherine Kashork
Katherine Ann Keyne Cates

George Gunshefski, Bright
Beginnings

Margaret L Edgar, Retired
parent educator and child
abuse prevention
specialist

Rebecca A Krauter
Lori Schmerer
Brian Dohe

Jason Henning
Katie Harvey

Debbie Rauen, Board
Member, Partners with
Families & Children

Andy Tomsic

Jacqueline Ostendorf,
Ferry County Indivisibles

Tina Weaver, MA, LMHC



Tina Wiseman
Katie Harsh
Nicki Serquinia
Paula Mays
Carol Haase
Nick Mays

Susan M. Perkins, MSN,
RN, CSN

Marsha L'Fay
Jean Trenary

Lori Liberty, Network of
Exceptional Women

Timothy Smith

Maureen Schneider, SPS
Student Services
Cordinator, Retired

Richard Calvin

Barb Brock, Thursday
Coffee

Vern Brock, Thursday
Coffee

Norman Smith
Adrian Pauw

Michael Jacobsen, Lead
Telehealth Analyst

Chris Coppen, LICSW
Jesse Gray
April Pablo

Ryan Kiely, MS, Licensed
Mental Health Counselor

Janette Kiely, MA

Susan Beller, Pharmacist
Shawnette Lauenroth
Connor Walsh

Kathy Mulkerin

Bruce Abbotts, MD, MPH
Marla K Struebin, MD

Jan Holloway MA, RN,
Retired

Helen Davidoff

Catherine Broom, MN,
Retired Psych ARNP,
Former UWMC, Seattle
Childrens, Luther Child
Center, Snohomish County
Sexually Abuse Childrens
Project

Jessie Norris, REACH West
Central

Tierra Leonard

Sherry Barrett,Barrett
Consulting

Mary Beazer, MS, LMHC,
MHP, CMHS

Carlee Hieb, RN

Melodie Selby , Walla
Walla University

Briana Loveall
Zach Loveall
Angela Guida

Aubrey Markel, Teacher

Meggie Crouch
Emily Arneson
Kimberley O’Connor, RN

Susan Fabrikant, MSW,
Past Director of the Rape
Crisis Newtork

Martin O’Connor
Sandra Druffel

Michael Gurian, Gurian
Institute

Darby Stewart, MSW,
LICSW

Harry Rosenkrantz, Private
Practice Child and Adult
Therapist

Nic Morden

Cristy Pemberton, EAGALA
Certified Equine Specialist

Scott Presho

Jodie Ash, Mead School
District

Danielle Reeve
Erika Stetson

Rev Ron Baer, United
Church of Christ

Adriane Leithauser
Linda Schafer
Anne Williamson

Jack Burchard, Retired
Judge



Rachel D. Beda, MD, Wise
Patient Internal Medicine

Amy Biviano, MBA, CPA,
Disability Rights
Washington

Eileen Davis

Richard Schatz, Whitworth
University

Lucien Petit

Sheila Masteller
Brandon Knight

Sheila Masteller, RN, MS

Lori Morsman, Adult
Educator

Teresa Incontro, Retired
Teacher

Lee Williams, MEd, Early
Learning

Jonah Nichols

Kenneth Chang, Hart Jarvis
Murray Chang PLLC

Lisa Donahue, Pikazo Inc

Mary B Weathers, Ph.D.,
Retired Psychologist

Alexander Ring
Sandra Moore, Ph.D.
Marianne McLaughlin

Morton Alexander, Retired
Juvenile Parole Officer

Paige Kenney, Retired
Head Start Teacher

Sunni Mace

Teresa Roth

Tavis Schmidt

Becky Stanley

Edward H. Kowitz, DVM
Terry Sawyer, JD

Wm. Lamont Woren, MD,
Family Medicine &
Emergency Medicine

Jennifer M Hall
Michael John
Chris Coppen
Joseph Bennet

Mark and Kathryn Freese,
Retired Educators



