Lesson 20: Counting Numbers

This lesson belongs to Japanese School Academy. Do not copy
without permission and credit!

Counting in Japanese is not as simple as 1 2 3, after this lesson you’ll know exactly how to
properly count in Japanese!

Basics
1~W\h ~—
2~z ~=
3I~ZA~=
4~LIKA ~D™
5~ ~*h
6~ AL~ K
7~/ ~t
8~1EL ~/\
9~FEwI3~ N
10~Cw>~+

To make teens you take + and add the other number after it e.g. 15is +3 (10 and 5)

For 20, 30, 40 etc, you add the two, three or four before the + e.g. 20is —+ . 22is Z+— .

Other numbers

100~ U< ~8B

1,000 ~ A ~ F

10,000~ FA ~ A
100,000,000 ~ &<~ {&
1,000,000,000,000 ~ 6 &5 ~ Jk

Usually, numbers don't go over the “EA,” count.

If you wanted to write/say you have 15,580 yen you'd say:
—ARFEBE/N\TH

Literally: ten thousand, five thousand, five hundred, eighty yen
In other words: 10000, 5000, 500, 80 yen



*Reminder yen in japanese is pronounced as Z A, (F9)*

Just like with the teens, twenties, etc. it works the same way with the hundreds, thousands, and
ten thousands.

COUNTERS

Japanese people are extremely specific with the way they count. The following counters are

most often used. Note that
!

Youtube Video for Counters: Supplementary

**Important Note 1** The following lists stops at 10 since after 10, all numbers follow the
same rules as you have learnt in Part 1.

**Important Note 2** People don't use kanji for numbers. Not even for time, with counters
etc.

**Important Note 3** To turn counters into the st, nd, rd, th as in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, just add the
kanji B at the after another counter. 2% - No. 2, 2% H - 2nd

[#1Thin Objects

When counting something that is not alive, and is thin, you would use “
Things that apply to this category:

Paper

Plates

Blankets

Sheets

Wrapper papers/plastics etc.

”

First ten numbers:

1~UBFEWN~—H
2~12FW~
3~TAFEN~ =K
4~ FAFEL ~ MK
5~CFWV~ A

6 ~ ALEW ~ AW
7T~HEFEN~


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiLQLGDMOEA

8~ IEBFEL ~ /\K
9~EWI3FL ~ K

10 ~ Lo &EL ~ +8

How many? ~ 72 A FE LY ~ {a]#K

[ Z | Thin, Round, Long Objects

For objects that are thin, round, and long. They are not alive, they're called * or
Depending on the number.

Things that apply to this category:
Pens

Pencils

Wooden sticks

Bottles

Movies

(Can also apply to a point system)

First ten numbers:
1~UL\o[FA ~—XK
2~ [2IFA~ZK
3~ZANIEFA~Z=ZK
4~ KAIFA ~ETR
5~CIFA~ERK

6 ~H2(FXA ~ R"K
7~ERIEFEA ~EXR
8~ [F2IFA ~J\K
9~ZFIFA ~ K
10 ~CwoIFA ~ +&K
How many? ~ H A [T A ~ Al K

[ 1Books

Next, onto books, this is called “ ” thick objects with lots of papers are put into this
category.

First ten numbers:
1~UvoED ~—f
2~[2&D~ZH



3~SAED ~ =

4~ KAED ~ M
5~C&D~Afft

6 ~ ALED ~ AR

7~ SO ~ £

8 ~ [Fo&D ~ /\ft
9~FEW>533D ~ ALt

10 ~ Lwo&D ~ +1fit

How many? ~ 7 A/ &D ~ {a] fft

[ 2 1Objects in Pairs . -

Next is things that come in pairs, this is called “Z <” They normally apply for things worn in
the bottom half of the body, excluding pants.

A couple of things that apply in this category:
Socks
Shoes

First ten numbers:
1~ ~—R
2~[2%~ 2R
3~ZAE~Z=R
4~FXAZE~IE
5~Z%K~AE
6~52%~RE
7~ ~t R
8~IFoE~/\EB
9~ZpH3ZE{~ &
10~LCw>% ~+2
How many? ~ Z A%< ~ il &

[T |1Small animals *."

Counting small animals, those that can be considered as pets. They're labeled as “ " they
are only related to warm blooded animals, mostly with four feet, birds and rabbits don't apply

in this category.

A couple of animals that apply to this category:
Dogs



Cats
Cheetahs
Hamsters
Pigs

First ten numbers:
1~L\oU&E ~—L
2~[ZopE~ZT
3~SAUE~=
4~&AVDE~ME
5~U0EF~AR

6 ~AoUF ~ KIL
7~BRVE~ R
8~ [F-UE ~ )\
9~FW50F ~ AL
10 ~LCw-oUE ~ +T
How many? ~ nanpiki ~ 73 A UXE ~ A

88 ILarge Animals .

For larger animals, they're counted, “

A couple of animals that apply to this category:
Elephants

Horses

Lions

Cows

First ten numbers:
1~W\o&5~—88
2~I2&5~ 58

3~SAES~ZHR
4~&AES ~MER
5~C¢&5~REE

6 ~ALED ~ REE

7~115ES5 ~ £EE

8~I[Fo&5 ~/\EE

9~FPIES ~ NLEE

10~Cwo&5 ~ +EE

How many? ~ nantou ~ % A &5 ~ {a[58



['A\JHumans

For humans. Please do note, 1 and 2 are a little different.

First ten numbers:
1~0&EY~—A

2~ /S\T:"J -~ :A
3~SANIZTA~Z=A
4~XKIZCA~T™A
5~CZICA~EAN

6 ~ALIZA ~ KA
7~LBIZA~tA
8~IIBICA ~/\A
9~EDSICA~NA
10~Cw3IA ~t+ A
How many? ~ZA/IZA ~ fal A

% JHumans (Polite) |

This applies to humans, but from the perspective of someone who is serving. For example, it
you were to go to a restaurant, they ask in this way. Instead of asking “&A+=AEF#H7?" they
would ask, “ZEAMHULNTT A ?” This is much more polite, and respectful.

First ten numbers:
1~WWBEHLY ~—4
2~[2HLV~Z4
3~ZADBWL~=%
4~FXAHL~MmEZ
5~CHULN~HE

6 ~ALBHLY ~ KR4
7~IEIEHL ~ £
8~[EB&HLy~/\£
9~ZFpI3HL ~ A
10~ L2l ~+4
How many? ~ 72 ALY ~ Al 4



[#% JAge -
How to count age with “=L” When asked the question, “How old are you?” or, “How old is

your pet?” you would answer using this. Note that in written language, the kanji & (
are often used as it is easier to write.

First ten numbers:
1~y ~ —5%

2~122WV~ %
I~IASN~ =K
4~KXASLY ~ U
5~&~ A%

6 ~ HLEL ~ R

7 ~HEI ~ Ei%

8~ oLy ~ J\&

9 ~FPIEL ~ %

10~ o3&y ~ +5%

How old? ~ %A/ SLY ~ A%

[ |General Counter

This may be considered to be one of the most-used counter, “2” Children often learn this
counter first, | believe. It's used so often, that most things, if you’re in doubt, use this counter.

A couple that apply to this category:
Ice cream

Toys

Candy

Food

Bags

First ten numbers:
1~W0&ED~—2D
2~ /S\T:O ~_D
3~HDD~=D
4~&>D~mlD
5~L\DD~FED
6~L>2D~KD
7~13IgD~tD
8~%-D~/\D
9~ZZMD~h"D
10~&5~&ES



How many? ~ L\ {D ~ )2
One more ~ 35U ¢&D ~£5—D

[Z INumber #

” is the counter used for “Number 1, Number 2, and so on”.

A couple that apply to this category:

Number in a waiting room

What number something might be in a certain order
When saying, “I’m number one!”

First ten numbers:
1~WBIEA~—F
2~12IFA ~ZF
3~SAIEA~=F
4~ FAIEA ~mE
5~CIFA~1E

6 ~ALUFEA ~ RE
7~LeIEA ~tHE
8~IEIBIFA ~\FE
9~ERSIFA ~NLE
10 ~LCw3IEA ~ +F
What number? ~ G A (XA ~ A F

[ IRanking
This is very similar to the previous counter, but slightly different, “LM". This is used not when

counting people, or number, but when ranking someone in a certain thing. Giving people
placement of some kind.

A couple of situations that apply to this category:

Olympics

School ranking

Ranking in sports

Most-often used in the sports genre, of course because of the competitive nature that
everyone must be in, they all would like to achieve first place. :3

First ten numbers:
1~UL\BULy ~ —{i



2~[ZLy~ {1

3~SAN~ =41
4~ &AL ~ M
5~CLv~ AL

6 ~ ALY ~ A

7 ~TE7E0y ~ £

8~ IFHBULY ~ J\ L

9~ZFpIL ~ Afi

10 ~Cwp 5L ~ +1{iL

What ranking? ~ % A/LN ~ {a]{iz

8] INumber of Times

The counter, “ ” is for how many times. Parents often say, “how many times do | have to
tell you to do xyz chore?!

First ten numbers:
1~U\oMLy ~ —[|
2~[ZHLy~Z[H
3~ZAMLy~=[[E
4~ FAHL ~ mE
5~Thiy~ A\

6 ~ Ao/ ~ K[

7 ~ 1M ~ £ E

8 ~ [FZ-oHLy ~ J\[F
9~ZFwWw I/~ L[
10 ~Cwpoh Y ~ + A
How many times? ~ 7 A/ H LY ~ {a][A]

[fZ INumber of Times Fold

The counter” ” is to count “how many -fold” as in two times more, three times more etc
“She is three times taller than me”

First ten numbers:
1~WBIEL ~ —fF
2~ ~ =15
3~SAIEN ~ =fE
4~ KAIEN ~ EE
5~ ~ RfE



6 ~ ALIELY ~ KIS

7 ~HEIED ~ EE

8~ IEBIELY ~ J\fE

9~EpSHLN ~ ffE

10 ~CwpoIELy ~ +1E

How many times? ~ 7L A/ (£L ~ {a{Z

Sentence Making with Counters
There are two general ways to form a sentence with counters.

First way

Counter + @ + Noun
BLDEZEE>TLET,
| have 3 cats

AR HDEHTT .
It's the 4th accident.

H-LIEWDIED) oTEHF>TLET,
| have 3 times more apples than him.

Second way

Noun + particle + Counter + Verb
EZE5LE>TLET
| have 5 cats

RNyRDEIZAM8HHHYET
There are 8 books on the bed

fLF . 42<f=Sby
4 cups of tea, please (In spoken language, some particles can be omitted)

? Question ?
Translate

1. 21 1=,

2. | have 5 cute rabbits



.BHR.BMEREMNL. 2252755,

4. There are 6 pencils in the stationery basket

5. BRTHEIEX D K&, [Second; Use ]

6. Write in Hiragana: 54321yen

7. EFERZH-OIZ. ALEFZES0R Y DEN TS

=82 Grammar can be translated as ‘in order to; for’

Vocabulary
Rabbit R S3F
To keep (a pet, animal) 15 m>
Cute A[ZLY 2\ o1 AYA
Tomorrow BAHE HLI=
Birthday FAEH FALEOU
Pencil fnsE ZAUD
Stationery XEE ARAIESC
Basket g M (Usually in kana)
Yokohama 1R KIIEFE
Metropolis; Big city K#ERT™H ZLvéL
Kaniji EF MmAL
To memorise RA5 BIFZD
Same mLC 7L
Each ERe)
To Write < 74004




O Answers O

Highlight the area above to see the answers

~ Homework

[Homework

20](https://docs.google.com/document/d/11ado6URoKIzZAuZ80BevS0uZbDsKyfu2VZceonUnUH
BQ/edit?usp=drivesdk)

~ Extra Reading

- [Learn Japanese adventure

counters](<https://www.learn-japanese-adventure.com/japanese-numbers-counters.html>)

- [Tofugu counters](<https://www.tofugu.com/japanese/japanese-counters-list/>)
1.f8 ()= For small objects like takoyaki, apples etc

2. & (72LM) = For machines like cars
3.f (HLY) = For Floors, 1st floor, 2nd floor


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iado6URoKlzAuZ8OBevS0uZbDsKyfu2VZceonUnUHBQ/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Iado6URoKlzAuZ8OBevS0uZbDsKyfu2VZceonUnUHBQ/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://www.learn-japanese-adventure.com/japanese-numbers-counters.html
https://www.tofugu.com/japanese/japanese-counters-list/
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