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Viewinqg Guide: The World Wars
Episode #1: Trial By Fire

Directions: For each person, list personality characteristics that you observe from the episode. Additionally, record
various facts, accomplishments, and actions taken by this person during the episode.

Person Personality Characteristics Facts, Accomplishments, Actions
Winston Churchill (Great | 1. 1.
Britain)
2 2.
3 3
Franklin Delano 1. 1.
Roosevelt (United
States) 2. 2.
3 3
Adolf Hitler (Germany) 1. 1.
2 2.
3 3
Joseph Stalin (Russia) 1. 1.
2 2.
3 3
George Patton (United 1. 1.
States)
2 2.
3 3
Benito Mussolini (Italy) 1. 1.
2 2.
3 3



https://tubitv.com/tv-shows/475279/s01-e01-trial-by-fire?start=true

PRIMARY SOURCE ACTIVITY: THE ZIMMERMANN TELEGRAM

One of the motivators for the LS. to enter World War | was a secret telegram from German Fargign Minister Arthur
Zimmermann to the German Minister to Mexico. This telegram was intercepted and decipherad by the British in January 1917,
The following month, the British released the telegram to President Woodrow Wilson, and the contents were published widely
In newspapers. Americans were shocked to leamn that Zimmermann had tried to convince Mexico to join Germany in the war
effort in return for U.S. territory Germany believed Mexico could seize from the US.

TRANSCRIPT OF ZIMMERMANN
~ TELEGRAM (1917)
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DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS

1. What does the telegram reveal about Germany’s plans regarding submarine warfare?

2. What role does Zimmermann want Mexico to play in World War I?
Do you think Mexico would have agreed to this plan if given the opportunity?

3. Why do you think the Zimmermann telegram provoked the U.S. to enter World War I?
What were some of the other factors that contributed to the U.S. declaring war against Germany in April 19177

Directions: Answer each of the 3 Document-Based Questions Above in complete sentences. Use
evidence from the document and the movie to support your answer.



