YoTvpu NPUHIMITHA €THYHOI )KYPHAJTICTHKH

Etuka B 3aco0ax MacoBoi iH(popmamii Oyla — 1 3aJIMIIAETBCA — OIHHUM 13
HapDKHUX KaMmeHIB kypHamicTuku. Yomy? Tomy 110 KypHaAJIICTH MalOTh BIUIUB Ha
TPOMAJICBKICTh, TOX TMOBHHHI 3JIUIIATUCA 00’ €KTUBHUMH Ta MPAaBINBUMHU Y CBOiX

pernopraxax.

ETuka sx HIKONIM BaKJIMBa y 4Yacu HUGPOBOI KYpPHAIICTUKH, ajpke B IHTEpHETI

NOIIKPIOIOTh HA/I3BUYANHY KIJIBKICTh (PEHKOBUX HOBUH Ta J€31H(POpMaIlli.

ITlin wac posmamy manmemii Covid-19 y 2020 pori crnoxuBaui moTpeOyBasiu
HAJIAHUX Ta JOCTOBIpHUX JpKepel HoBUH. OjHak I8 moTpeba Mpu3Bena o

nomUpeHHs Ae3iHdopMaltii Ta ictepii y mudpoBoMy MpOCTOPI.

Ile, y moeaHaHHI 3 BHUPA3HOKO IOJISIPHICTIO B IOJITHIl, MPU3BEJIO 10 CYMHIBIB

10JI0 aBTOPUTETY Ta yecHocTi 3MI.

Ile Buknukae 3anenokoenns? He xsumonitecs! Hanis e: ToBapucTBO npodeciitHnx

x)ypHamicTiB (TIDK) momomoxke!

Ynenn TIDK cknanu koaekc >KypHaJICTChKOI €THKH, HAMAraltoduch rapaHTyBaTu

«BIILHUM OOMIH TOYHOIO, CIIPABEUTMBOIO Ta BUYCPITHOIO 1H(POPMAIIIEIO».
Koneke ckiiagaeThesi 3 HOTUPHOX NPUHIIUIIIB; PO3MISTHEMO X JeTalbHIIIE.
1. ETH4HI )KypHaJIiCTH NMOBUHHI IIYKATH NPaBAy i NOBIIOMJIATH il

Bu, #iMOBIpHO, 4yiM BHUCIIB «YECHICTh — HaAWKpaIllla MOJITHKa», 1 [Ie 0COOIMBO

aKTyaJIbHO B YpPHaJICTHULIL.

TIDK mosicHIOE, 0 «ETUYHA KYpPHATICTHKA Ma€ OyTH TOYHOIO Ta CIPABEIHBOIO.
XKypHaiicTd NOBUHHI YE€CHO Ta CMUIMBO 30MparTH, MOBIIAOMIIATH Ta TIIYMauyuTH

1H(pOopMarIioy.

OcHOBHE y 1IbOMY MPUHIMII T€, IO XYPHAJICTCbKa Mpals € €TUYHOIO, SKIIO

1H(pOopMallis TOYHA 1 IpaBAUBA.



[Ilo6 3abe3neunTtu 11€, HEOOXITHO BUKOPUCTOBYBATH OPHUTIHAJIBHI JDKEPEIa, SKIIO
BOHM JIOCTyNHi, 1 mnepeBipATH iHpopmaniro. Kpim Toro, kypHalIicTH MaroTh

YHHMKATH TUIariaTy 1 3aBKId BKa3yBaTH JKepena.

TIDK miakpecmtoe, o )KypHaIiCTH MOBUHHI YiTKO HA3UBATH CBOT Jpkepena. Tiabku

TaK MOXKHA MOKa3aTu, 1110 BOHU HaJ1iHI Ta HE MalOTh MPUXOBAaHUX MOTHBIB.

Kpim Toro, sxypHamicTam Ciij BpaXoByBaTH MOTHBH JKEpea, eIl HiXK OOIISITH
AHOHIMHICTB. J>kepera MaroTh 3aJIMIIATUCS AaHOHIMHUMU JIMILIE Y TOMY pa3i, SKIIO

iM 3arpokye HeOe3Ieka, TOMCTa Y IIKOA B pe3ysIbTaTi HagaHHs iHdopMarrii.
3a MPUHIUIIOM «IITYKaTH MPaBy 1 MOBIIOMIISITH T1», dKYpPHAJICTH TaKOK MTOBUHHI:

. nam’siTaTH, 1O Hi MBUKICTh, HI (pOpMaT HE BUIIPABIOBYIOTh HETOYHOCTI

. OyTH MUJIBHUMH Ta MYXXHIMH, IIPUTATAOUH JI0 BiIITOBITAIIBHOCTI THX, XTO
Mae BJaay, — JIaBaTH rojoc 0e3royiocum

. OIATPUMYBATH BIAKPUTHI Ta 4YeMHHI OOMIH TyMKaMH (HaBITh TyMKaMH,
K1 BOHU BBaYKalOTh OTUJHUMH)

. BH3HABAaTH OOOB'SI30K CIYXHUTH CTOPOXKaMHU y CIpaBax TPOMAJCHKOCTI Ta
ypany. [Iparaytu 1o Toro, mo6 rpoMajachbka JIisIbHICT Bellacs BIAKPUTO,
a myOsIiyH1 3amucyu OyJau BIAKPHUTI JJIS BCIX

. CMIJIMBO PO3MOBIIATU ICTOPII0 PI3BHOMAHITHOCTI Ta MAacIITaOHOCTI
JIFONICBKOTO JIOCBIYy — MIYKAaTH JKEpelia Cepe/l MapriHali30BaHUX TPYII,
OCKIJIBKH II€ TOJIOCH, SIKi MU MaiKe HIKOJIM HE YyEMO, a TAKOXK

. YHUKaTH CTEPEOTHUIIIB — JKypHaJiCTaM CJiJ PO3yMITH, SIK iX BJIACHI

I[IHHOCTI Ta JOCBIJI MOXKYTh BIUTMBATH Ha PEIOPTAXKI.

Ockinbku B [HTEpHETI J0CI MOMMPIOIOTHCA (EHKOBI HOBUHU, KYPHAIICTH IOBUHHI
NepPEeKOHATUCS, IO Te, IO BOHM IMOBiAOMIAIOTH, € Ha 100% TOYHUM, 100

YHUKHYTH IIKOAM CBOIH pemyTallii Ta pernyTaiiii Oy/b-KOoro 3 MPUYETHUX.



2. ETn4Ha )KypHaJICTUKA MiHIMIi3y€ IIKOLY

[le#i mpUHLMI E€TUYHOI >KYPHATICTUKUA MIAKPECTOe BaxiuBicTh moBaru. TIDK
MOSICHIOE, 10 «ETUYHA KYpPHAJIICTUKA PO3MNISNaE JpKepena, MpeaIMeTH, KOJer Ta

HpGIICTaBHI/IKiB TpOMa,Z[CBKOCTi SIK H}Oﬂeﬁ, 10 3aCJIYIrOBYIOTh Ha I1OBAry».

CuiBuyTTs € ofHi€0 3 OCHOB 1boro npuniumny. TIDK Haronomrye Ha Tomy, 110
YKYpPHAJIICTH TOBHUHHI 3aJ0OBOJILHATH TOTPEOy TpOMaAChKOCTI B iH(pOpMaIii, mpu
IOMY BPaxOBYIOUM MOXJIMBHU JUCKOM(OPT a00 MIKOAY, SKY 15 iH(hOpMAaLlisi MOXKe

3aBJaTu.

Ile cmiB4yTTsS CiiJ TOMIMPIOBATH HA TPYNH, HA SKI MOXE BIUTMHYTH Ballle
MOBIJIOMJICHHSI, HANpPUKJIAJ, Ha HEMOBHOJITHIX ab0 JXEePTB CEKCyaJIbHOTO
HacWJIbCTBA. KpiM TOT0, HEOOXITHO BHUSBISATU yBary Ta po3yMiHHS 0COOIMBOCTEMN

PI3HUX KYJBTYp IIPU BUCBITIICHH1 1CTOPII.

Uy TnuBiCTh Y 1IbOMY IUIaHI BaXJIMBA, TOMY II0 BH HIKOJU HE 3HAETE, SK 1CTOPIsA
MOKE BIUIMHYTH Ha JIIOUHY, sIKa ii YUTa€; HE CJiJ BUKIMKATHA y YUTa4a 3aHAJITO

TSDKK1 HETraTUBHI €MOIIi1, TUM Taye MMOB’si3aH1 3 TPaBMAaTUYHUM JIOCB1JIOM.

[Ile omHa TeMa 1bOTO CTOBMA — 3rofAa. JKypHAIICTH MalOTh YCBIIOMIIFOBATH, IO
IIMBUIBHI 0COOU MOXKYTh OyTH HE TaK CXWJIbHI JIJIUTUCS 0COOMCTOIO 1H(POPMAIIIETO,

AK yOi4HI 0cO0MU.

Kypnamicram ciig OyTr 00epeKHUMH MO0 TOAPOOHIT, SKUMH BOHU TOIUIATHCS
3 TPOMAJCHKICTIO, OCKUIBKM 3 YacoM OITyOJIIKOBaHUH KOHTEHT MOXE

PO3TMOBCIOAUTHUCSA TYyXKE ITUPOKO.
BianoBinHo A0 NPUHIUMITY «MIHIMI3yBaTH IIKOY», dKYPHAIICTH TAaKOK MTOBUHHI:

. BHU3HABATU, W10 3aKOHHWM JocTyn a0 i1Hdopmalii He o3Havyae, 1o i
PO3IOBCIOIKCHHS € CTHIHUM

. YHHUKATH NMepeOUTbIICHOI 1IKAaBOCT1, HABITH SIKIIO 1HIII I[OTO HE POOJISATH

. OaylaHCyBaTH MpaBO MIJAO3PIOBAHOTO HA CIPABEIMBUN CyHd 13 HPaBOM
IPOMAJICBKOCT1 3HATH. YABITH HACIHIIKHM 1AeHTU(IKAI] Migo3prOBaHUX,

nepim HiK iM BHCYHYTh OOBHMHYBau€HHs. SIKIIO BUHHMKIM CYMHIBH,



KYPHAJIICTU TOBUHHI 3aBXIU TEPEBIPSATH MPaBOBI HACIIJIKH TOTO, MPO

110 BOHU MOBIJIOMJISIIOTb.
3. ETM4Hi :KypHAJICTH AII0TH CAMOCTIiliHO

el mpuHIUI 30CEpEKEHUNA HA TOMY, 1100 KYpPHAJICTH YHUKAIU OCOOIUBOTO
CTaBJICHHS UM MOJIAPYHKIB, HaJIaHUX, 100 BIUTMHYTH Ha penoptax. Lle qomomarae

YHUKHYTHU YIIEPEIKCHHS.

TIDK mnoscHioe, M0 KypHAJiCTaM BaXKJIUBO MISTH HE3QJIEKHO, OCKLIBKH
«HAWBHUINUH 1 OCHOBHMH OOOB'I30K €THUYHOI IJKYPHAJIICTUKH — CIYXUTH

I'poMaaCbKO CTI».

[Ilo6 30epertv €TUYHICTh, KYPHAJIICTH MOBHHHI BIJIMOBJISITUCH BiJ MOJAPYHKIB,
HOCIyr Ta Oylb-SKOTO OCOOJIMBOIO CTaBJICHHS J0 HUX, OCKUIBKH II€ «3arpoxye

YECHOCTI Ta HEYNEPEHKEHOCT], 400 MOXKE 3aIIKOAUTH aBTOPUTETY».
Boanouac ciiji yHuKaTH HalaHHs 1HpopMalli B 0OMIH Ha IpOILl YU MOCIIYTH.

3a MPUHIIUATIOM «JIATA CAMOCTIMHO» JKYPHAIICTH TaKOXK MMOBUHHI:

. YHUKATH KOH(]IIKTY IHTEpECiB, peaIbHOrO YK YSIBHOTO
. PO3KpUBATH HEMUHYY1 KOHMIIKTH
. BIIMOBJISITU ~ PEKIAMOAABISIM, CIOHCOpaM 4YM  Oy[ab-sIKUM  1HIIUM

3alliKaBJI€HUM oco0aM B OCOOJMBOMY CTaBJICHHI, a TAKOXX YMHUTH OIIIp
BHYTPIIIHBOMY Ta 30BHINIHHOMY THCKY, SIKMM MIr OW BIUIMHYTH Ha
300pakeHHs Mol

. BIJIPI3HATH HOBHHM Bl pEKJIaMU Ta YHUKATH TiOpUIIB, SIKI CTHPAKOTh
MeX1 MK HUIMHU — TaK 3BAHOTO CIIOHCOPCHKOTO KOHTEHTY, Ta

. 00€peKHO CTaBUTHUCS 1O JDKEpeNd, IO MPOIMOHYIOTH i1HdOopMaIiio 3a
HNOCIyTW YW TpoLli; He IUIATUTH 3a JOCTyHn A0 HOBHUH. Busnauatu

1H(opMalliro, HaJJaHy CTOPOHHIMHM JKEepesiaMH, 3a TUIaTy 4M Hi.

Jly’ke BaxJIMBO, 100 KYPHATICTU JOTPUMYBAIUCS LIUX CTAHJIAPTIB, 00 JOBECTU

IPOMAJICHKOCTI, 1110 BOHU HaJIIHI Ta 3aCIyTOBYIOTh Ha JIOBIpY.



4. byibTe BiiNOBiIaJILHUMHU TA PO30PUMHU

Hapemiri, yeTBepTHil NPUHUMUIT €TUYHOI KYPHAIICTUKY — L€ BIANOBIAANBHICTh 3a
cebe Ta cBO poboTy, a Takox mpo3opicTs. TTDK merambHO po3'scCHIOE 11 TUTaHHS,
HOSICHIOIOYM, 110 HAaJ3BHYallHO Ba)JIMBO «B3SITM Ha ceOe BIANOBIAAIBHICTH 32

CBOIO pOOOTY 1 PO3’SICHUTH CBOI PIILICHHS TPOMAJICHKOCTI».

Iei cToBIT MOXKHA BBaXKaTH CTPHMIKHEM €THYHOI KYPHAJIICTHKH, TOMY IIIO SKIIO BH
BIIMOBIAAIbHI Ta TPO30pi, TO HaBpsiA YW Oyaere MOisITH HECTUYHO B I1HIIUX
acmeKkTax CBO€l Kap’epu. BiamoBimHo A0 mpuHIUNY «OyTH BIAMOBIAAJIBHUAM 1

IPO30PUM», KYPHAJICTH TOBUHHI:

. IIBUJIKO BIJIMIOB1/IaTH HA 3alTUTAHHS PO TOYHICTh, SICHICTh 1 UECHICTh

. BH3HABATH ITOMUJIKH, HE TIPUXOBYBATH iX Ta HETAWHO BUIIPABJISATH

. BUKPUBAaTH HEETUYHY MOBEAIHKY B KYPHAJIICTHIl, B TOMY YHCII B IXHiX
oprasizarisx

. BBIWIMBO BECTH Jiajlol 3 TPOMAJICHKICTIO IIOAO KYPHAIICTCHKHUX

ITPAKTHK, BHUCBITJIEHHSI Ta HOBHHHOTO KOHTCHTY.

TaK, KOXXCH pO6I/ITB IIOMMIJIKH, aJIC AKIIO Y€CHO CTAaBHUTHCA OO CBOIX MOMMJIOK 1

I[MpanroBaTu HAA YIOCKOHAJICHHAM, TO 1IC 3pO6I/ITL BaC Kpalium )KypHaJ'IiCTOM.

The four pillars of ethical journalism

Ethics in the media has been — and continues to be — one of the cornerstones of
journalism. Why? Well, this is because journalists have the responsibility to remain

objective and truthful in their reporting due to their influence over the public.

Since the rise of digital journalism, being a journalist with strong ethics has never
been more important. This is because of the abundance of fake news and
misinformation that is constantly being spread online.

During the height of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, consumers were in need of
reliable and trustworthy news sources. This demand, however, resulted in the

spread of misinformation and hysteria in the digital space.



This, coupled with the growling polarity in politics, lead to the credibility and
integrity of the media being brought into question.

Feeling a bit anxious after reading this? Don’t worry! Like in all good things, there
1s hope; the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) came to save the day!

The members of the SPJ put a code of journalistic ethics together in an attempt to
guarantee “the free exchange of information that is accurate, fair and thorough.”
So, what are the four ethical principles?

Let’s dig in:

1. Ethical journalists should seek truth and report it

I’m sure you’ve heard the saying ‘honesty is the best policy’, and this stands
particularly true in journalism.

The SPJ explains that “ethical journalism should be accurate and fair. Journalists
should be honest and courageous in gathering, reporting and interpreting
information.”

A consistent theme throughout this principle is that journalists can practice ethical
journalism by ensuring that the information they are reporting
is accurate and truthful.

They can do this by using original sources when available and verifying
information as they go. Furthermore, journalists should never plagiarise but always
credit their sources.

The SPJ highlights that journalists should clearly identify their sources — ensuring
that they are reliable and have no hidden motives.

Moreover, journalists should take a source’s motives into account before promising
anonymity. Sources should only remain anonymous if they face danger, retribution
or harm as a result of coming forward with information.

Under the principle ‘seek truth and report it’, journalists should also:

e remember that neither speed nor format excuses inaccuracy
e be vigilant and courageous about holding those with power accountable —

giving a voice to the voiceless


https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp

e support the open and civil exchange of views (even views they find
repugnant)

e recognise a special obligation to serve as watchdogs over public affairs and
government. Seek to ensure that the public’s business is conducted in the
open and that public records are open to all

e boldly tell the story of the diversity and magnitude of the human
experience — seek sources from marginalised groups as these are voices we
seldom hear, and

e avoid stereotyping — journalists should examine the ways that their values

and experiences may shape their reporting

As the spread of fake news continues to be rife online, journalists need to ensure
what they’re reporting is 100% accurate to avoid damaging their reputation and

that of anyone involved.
2. Ethical journalism minimises harm

This pillar of ethical journalism highlights the importance of respect. The SPJ
explains that “ethical journalism treats sources, subjects, colleagues and members
of the public as human beings deserving of respect.”

Exercising compassion is one of the key themes under this principle. The SPJ
emphasises how journalists should strike a balance between the public’s need for
information, while remaining aware of any possible discomfort or harm this
information may cause them.

This compassion should be extended to the groups that may be affected by your
reporting, such as minors or victims of sexual abuse. Additionally, awareness and
sensitivity towards different cultures when covering a story is key.

Sensitivity in this regard is important because you never know how a story may
affect the person reading it; you want to avoid triggering your audience.

Another theme in this pillar is consent. Journalists need to be aware that civilians
may not be as inclined to share personal information like public figures would.

Journalists should exercise caution regarding the details they share with the public,


https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp

as content that is published is permanent and will accumulate a significant reach
with time.

Under the principle ‘minimise harm’, journalists should also:

e recognise that legal access to information differs from an ethical justification
to publish or broadcast

e avoid pandering to lurid curiosity, even if others don’t, and

e balance a suspect’s right to a fair trial with the public’s right to know.
Consider the implications of identifying criminal suspects before they face
legal charges. When in doubt, journalists should always check legal

implications of what they report on.
3. Ethical journalists act independently

This pillar is centred on journalists avoiding special treatments or gifts given in an
effort to sway reporting. This helps to avoid biased reporting.

The SPJ explains that it is important that journalists act independently because “the
highest and primary obligation of ethical journalism is to serve the public.”

To remain ethical, journalists should decline gifts, favours and any special
treatment that they may be offered as this will “compromise integrity or
impartiality, or may damage credibility.”

In the same breath, they should also avoid giving information in exchange for
money or favours.

Under the principle ‘act independently’, journalists should also:

e avoid conflicts of interest, real or perceived

e disclose unavoidable conflicts

e deny favored treatment to advertisers, donors or any other special interests,
and resist internal and external pressure to influence coverage

e distinguish news from advertising and shun hybrids that blur the lines

between the two — this 1s known as sponsored content, and


https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
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e be wary of sources offering information for favors or money; do not pay for
access to news. Identify content provided by outside sources, whether paid

or not.

It is crucial that journalists uphold these standards to prove to the public that they

are trustworthy and credible.
4. Be accountable and transparent

Lastly, the fourth pillar of ethical journalism is all about being accountable for
yourself and your work, as well as remaining transparent in your reporting. The
SPJ elaborates on this, explaining that it is crucial to “take responsibility for one’s
work and explain one’s decisions to the public.”

This pillar could be considered the core of ethical journalism because if you are
being accountable and transparent, you are unlikely to act unethically in other
aspects of your career. Under the principle ‘be accountable and

transparent’, journalists should:

e respond quickly to questions about accuracy, clarity and fairness

e acknowledge mistakes and correct them promptly and prominently

e cxpose unethical conduct in journalism, including within their organisations,
and

e encourage a civil dialogue with the public about journalistic practices,

coverage and news content.

Yes, everybody makes mistakes; but being honest about your faults and working to

improve will make you a better journalist in the long run.

https://www.mediaupdate.co.za/media/151114/the-four-pillars-of-ethical-journalis
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