
Sensory Evaluation of Food: Taste Panels & Scales   Food Science                 Name _________________________ 

Sensory Evaluation of Food 

▪​ The human analysis of a food’s: 

o​ ______________________ 

o​ ______________________ 

o​ ______________________ 

o​ ______________________ 

o​ ______________________ 

** Used by food scientists to assess how 

_______________________________ will respond to 

new products 

Taste Test Panels 

▪​ A taste test panel evaluates ____________________________________________________________________  

▪​ Trained panelists discern ____________________ sensory differences, as when developing new products 

▪​ Consumer test panels help determine products the ____________________________________ will prefer 

▫​ These _____________________________________ panelists represent the buying public by 

▪​ ________________________________a new product to one on the market 

▪​ _______________________________ new types of products 

▫​ Factors that could sway results must be controlled  

Controlling of Influencing Factors 

▪​ Influence from other testers 

▫​ Products may be tested by one person at a time or by testers in separate booths to prevent 

_____________________________________________ 

▫​ Panelists receive strict instructions to ____________________________________ during the evaluation 

▪​ Environmental factors 

▫​ Light levels in testing rooms are the same 

▫​ Tests take place in a room___________________________________________________________room 

▫​ Testers sip _____________________________ between each sample taste to prevent 

_________________________________________________ 

▫​ All product samples are served at the _____________________________ 

▪​ Psychological biases 

▫​ Scientists identify samples with _____________________________ 

▪​ prevent a bias for the lowest number (1) and the letter that starts the alphabet (A) 

▫​ Research indicates tasters can reliably judge ___________________________ at one time  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1z8-IJMWkxqhW2xXiIXkucG6Lp__MJPg9UtcNuuoCCzI/edit#slide=id.p3


Product Testing Evaluation Forms  ​
Participants fill out an evaluation form, usually using 1 of the following formats:​
​
1.  Hedonic Scale: 
_____________________________ scoring system form that allows the ranking of the food items​

                                                            

2.  Descriptive Array:   

Verbal label form that ___________________________________________ of each food item​

  

3.  Universal Form or Smile Scale:   

Universal form that uses __________________ to convey how a person feels about the food 

 

4.  Discrimination or Difference Tests: 
Used to answer whether there are any 
________________________ between ___________ types of 
products.  

Example:  When a food company uses an 
_______________________ingredient to include in a food 
product, they want to confirm that consumers cannot tell 
the difference between the original product and the newly 
formulated product.  


