
20/21 School Year Frequently Asked Questions 

Comprehensive Distance Learning (CDL) 
●​ When will school start? The first day of school for students will be Tuesday, September 8.   
●​ Do we need to do something special to enroll in CDL? No, just follow the regular registration process and indicate your 

choice. 
●​ How will CDL be more robust than remote learning in the spring? Participation will be mandatory in the fall. Student 

attendance will be taken, students will have a predictable schedule and grades will be given. 
●​ Will attendance be required? Yes. Attendance will be taken daily. 
●​ What if my student needs to miss a day of instruction?  Please contact the school’s front office staff to let them know.  They 

will share  the information with  your child’s teacher so that they can help with making up for missed  instruction. 
●​ What will an average day of CDL look like? Each day will include teacher-facilitated learning and applied learning.  

Teacher-facilitated means live, virtual instruction learning that is planned and guided by a licensed teacher.  During applied 
learning students are taking the concepts from the teacher-facilitated learning and putting them into practice.  Students have access 
to their teacher and peers as needed. 

●​ So how will Teacher-Facilitated Learning (Synchronous) &  Learning Guided by the Teacher (Asynchronous) work 
together?   During teacher-facilitated instruction, a teacher may introduce a new concept to the class. Students may break into 
small groups to work together, with teacher support.   During applied learning, students may have an independent project or 
assignment that allows the teacher to assess student learning. 

●​ Will CDL be the same from school to school?  Yes.  Teachers will be designing their learning tasks using adopted learning 
targets and instructional curriculum and materials. Some variation from class to class is expected as teachers have discretion in 
using support materials and assigning day-to-day tasks. 

●​ Will teachers have office hours for students learning from home? Yes. There will be scheduled opportunities for students 
and parents to meet directly with the teacher to ask questions and receive support. 

●​ Will students be provided Chromebooks? Yes. All students enrolled in HSD will be issued district owned Chromebooks.  You 
can check out a  Chromebook and pick-up instructional materials  at your student’s  school on Aug. 31st - Sept. 4th. 

●​ Will CDL be offered for the entire year? It is our hope to get students back into our schools for live instruction  as soon as we 
can safely do so.  Decisions on whether to continue with CDL will be made after reviewing health metrics from the state and 
receiving guidance from our local health department. 

●​ How will I know what exact times my student will need to be online with their teacher(s)? You will be contacted by your 
school and/or teachers with updated information before the start of school.  Please plan on the morning time for full online 
participation and some teacher interaction as well in the afternoons.   

●​ Will my student need to participate in the morning teacher-facilitated instruction time each day?  Yes, your student’s 
participation is required and their attendance will be marked during this time.   

●​ How will I know all of the links, usernames, and passwords that we need to know for CDL instruction?  Your school or 
your teacher will be contacting you through your school email before the school year begins.  If you do not know your school email 
address or password please contact our district office.     

●​  I signed up for Hermiston Online!, but now I’ve changed my mind. What should I do? If you signed up for Hermiston 
Online, but would like to change to Comprehensive Distance Learning you can send an email to hermistononline@hermiston.org 

●​ How do I know I have registered my student? Once you have completed your registration with the Hermiston School District 
and entered your email address,  you should have received a confirmation email letting you know your child is registered.  Once you 
are registered and you wish to participate in our comprehensive distance learning you do not have to do any more.   

●​ When will middle school and high school students get their schedules?  Schedules will be handed out the week of August 
31-September 4 for students that have completed the registration process.  Schedules will coincide with the 
Chromebook/Materials checkout schedule at each respective building. 
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Elementary School - Tentative Schedule 
Teachers will use Google Meet to interact with students in whole class and small group meetings.  Google Classroom will be used for 
displaying schedules, assignments, and communications with students.  

●​ 8:30 - 12 pm* -- Teacher-Facilitated Instruction:  Teacher facilitated instruction will occur in the morning of each day 
of the week,  This instruction will focus on language arts, math, science, social studies, PE, Music, and Social Emotional Learning.   

●​ 12:30-2:30pm* -- Applied Learning: Applied learning will occur in the afternoon each day of the week. Students will apply 
their learning from the daily instruction and complete assignments/projects.  Individualized, Teacher-Facilitated learning will also 
occur and information will be provided once the school year begins.  There will also be teacher supported independent work, 
group and individual support sessions with teachers, Counselor check-ins and Parent/Teacher/Student check-ins. 

*Times are approximate 

Middle & High School - Tentative Schedule 
Teachers will use Google Meet to interact with students in whole class and small group meetings.  Google Classroom will be used for 
displaying schedules, assignments, and communications with students. 

●​ 8:25 - 11:40 am* -- Teacher-Facilitated Instruction:  Teacher facilitated instruction will occur in the morning of each 
day of the week.  The instruction will include 3-4 scheduled classes per day.  Attendance will be taken for each class period. 

●​ 12:30-2:30pm* -- Applied Learning: Applied learning will occur in the afternoon each day of the week. Students will apply 
their learning from the daily instruction and complete assignments/projects.  Individualized There will also be teacher supported 
independent work, group and individual support sessions with teachers, Counselor check-ins and Parent/Teacher/Student 
check-ins. 

*Times are approximate 
 

 

Hermiston Online! 
●​ When will Hermiston Online! School start?  The first day of school for students will be Monday, September 8. 
●​ What’s the difference between Comprehensive Distance Learning and Hermiston Online!?  CDL is a short-term online 

solution until we can safely bring students and staff back to school buildings. CDL makes it possible to maintain a relationship with 
your regular school and classroom teacher.  Hermiston Online! is designed to be a long-term option for families who want a fully 
online learning experience for their students. Students will not be taught by their regular teachers from their neighborhood school. 
Students in grades 9-12  are to remain enrolled in Hermiston Online!  at least through the end of a semester to ensure that they can 
earn high school credits toward graduation. 

●​ Is Hermiston Online! free? Yes 
●​ Are Hermiston Online! teachers also teaching in the CDL model? No, teachers who serve Hermiston Online! are provided by 

Fuel Education.  However, your student will still have access to our school counselors, nurses, administrators, and other school 
support personnel and services.  Each building will have a Hermiston Online coordinator that will be progress monitoring for your 
student.  

●​ For those choosing Hermiston Online!, how will returning to a neighborhood school at the end of a semester be feasible 
when so many classes are year-long or specialized?  Hermiston Online! is designed for families who would choose this option 
even if COVID-19 didn't exist. Students in grades 9-12 must complete at least one full semester of Hermiston Online in order to 
earn credits toward graduation before returning to school. We’ll do our best to align student schedules to their neighborhood 
schools.  Moving back to your neighborhood school may bring some challenges and will require an adjustment period. 

●​ Will Advanced Placement (AP) and advanced math and science classes be offered at Hermiston Online!?  Yes. Advanced 
math, science and AP courses are offered at Hermiston Online!.   

●​ Will Hermiston Online! offer band or choir classes?  No. Hermiston Online does not offer performance music classes.  
●​ What technology will be provided? All students enrolled in HSD will be issued district owned Chromebooks.   
●​ Was Hermiston On-line! created in response to COVID-19? No, Hermiston On-line! is a long established option for 

Hermiston students and has been used for years as supplemental course offerings and remediation.   
●​ If enrolled in Hermiston Online!  Can students still participate in sports at their attendance area school?  Yes.  Think of 

Hermiston Online! as a virtual classroom that is part of your neighborhood school.  Each student is registered as a student of their 
attendance area school. The student that has opted to join the Hermiston Online! program is able to participate in sports, attend 
dances and engage in extracurricular activities, just as if they were attending their attendance area school.   



●​ Do all of my children have to be in either CDL or Hermiston Online!? No.  A family can choose the best option for each of 
their children. 

●​ I am interested in Hermiston Online!, how do I sign up? Please email Hermiston Online administration at 
hermistononline@hermistonsd.org and let them know you are interested and you will be provided a link to apply.  For more 
information go to the website: https://www.hermistononline.org/ 

 

Learning Option Comparison Table 
 Hybrid Learning Comprehensive Distance 

Learning Hermiston Online! 

Location 

Students attend physical school two 
to three days per week.  The other 
days, students  will participate in 
instructional activities designed by 
HSD teachers at home. 

Students engage in Comprehensive 
Distance Learning from home. 
Temporary, until we can safely bring 
our learners back to live instruction 
on our schools. 

Students participate in 100% online 
school as their full-time learning 
option. 
Requires commitment of at least one 
semester. 

Enrollment Students are enrolled at their attendance area school. 

Students enroll in Hermiston Online! 
but they stay connected to attendance 
area  school for events, activities, 
athletics, etc. 

Learning 
Platform 

Classes will utilize in-person and 
online learning platforms for all of the 
instruction.   
Students will have a dedicated 
teacher(s) who supports both online 
and in-person instruction. 

Classes will utilize online learning 
platforms for all of their instruction.   
Students will have a dedicated 
teacher(s) who designs and delivers 
online instruction. 

Students will use FuelEd curriculum 
and teachers  for all of their 
instruction and support. 

Curriculum Teachers will implement HSD’s adopted curriculum materials, including 
digital extensions associated with those adopted curriculum materials. 

Academic content for Hermiston 
Online! is provided by FuelEd and is 
delivered by FuelEd teachers.   

Daily 
Schedule 

Students attend school two to three 
days per week, depending on student 
need.      ... 
When not onsite, students will work 
through teacher assigned applied 
learning activities. 

Teachers follow a developed schedule, 
that includes synchronous and 
asynchronous learning opportunities 

Students self-pace their way through 
the curriculum. 

Special 
Education 

(SpEd) 

Teacher facilitated Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) will be provided 
synchronously using adopted curriculums. 

Teacher facilitated instruction will be 
provided through Hermiston School 
District curriculum. Each student will 
be given time to meet with a teacher 
and receive SDI from a Hermiston 
teacher. This time will be scheduled 
by HSD Staff. 
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English 
Language 
Development 
(ELD) 

Teacher- facilitated instruction will be provided synchronously using HSD’s 
adopted English Language Development materials, including digital extensions 
associated with those adopted materials.   Additional instructional support 
may be delivered asynchronously. 
 

English Language Development 
services will be delivered by HSD 
licensed ELD teachers under the same 
guidelines as a Hybrid or On-Site 
Model. 

School 
Counselor 
Support 

School counselors will be available to all students who need emotional support.  
They will also be providing Social Emotional Learning lessons to our students 
through co-teaching with other HSD classroom teachers.     

School counselors will be available to 
all students who need emotional 
support at the attendance area school.  

Grading 

Classes will be graded consistent with the grading processes in place PRIOR to the closure in March of 2020.  There are, 
however, some exceptions at the high school level where a student may opt for a Pass/Fail. 
 
Students will be assessed both formally and informally to determine progress, mastery of state standards, and specific 
support needed.    Grades can be accessed through PowerSchool and will also be provided through frequent grade 
updates and student progress information. 

Attendance 
Attendance will be taken: 

●​ Elementary School-- daily 
●​ Middle & High School -- each class period 
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