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Introduction to IPA Vowels

Why this topic is useful

The International Phonetic Alphabet is sort of like the Periodic Table of the Elements for
linguistics, or at least for phonetics — when we're talking about different sounds, it's useful to be
able to convey precisely and unambiguously in writing exactly which one we're talking about,
even when people may have different accents, dialects, or pet spelling conventions. Vowels in
particular require particular attention because they are more of gradient than categorical
phenomena.

Most intro classes we've encountered will include suprasegmentals and other phonetic features
in the same week as vowels, but this worksheet is focused on vowels. Next Friday's Resource
Guide will be about introducing morphemes. This guide is a companion to Introduction to IPA
Consonants (Resource Guide 1).

Resources

IPA Charts

e |Interactive IPA Chart - A free, web-based IPA chart. Each symbol is clickable and plays
the corresponding phoneme. Good for an introduction to IPA or phonetics in general.

e UBC Enunciate: Vowels - On the IPA vowel chart, clicking on each symbol least to its
identification (height, backness, roundness), a list of some languages in which it occurs,
and an animated video of its production alongside another video of a human speaker
pronouncing it with the corresponding MRI footage superimposed over the speaker.

e OSU Interactive IPA Chart - 6 separate interactive IPA charts for specific phonemes
found in these major world languages: Chinese, English, Indian, Korean, Spanish,
Turkish.

e |PA Lab Audio lllustrations - A highly detailed and complete IPA chart showing more
phonemes and diacritics with detailed descriptions at the bottom of the screen for each
symbol you click on. This would be good for a more complete and technical look at the
IPA.

Videos & Podcasts

Explanations & Demonstrations

e [Essential of Linguistics: 2.7 Classifying Vowels
A short technical, lecture-style video about vowels with mini-quiz below; dry but
informative. Length: 4m39s. Captions: human-edited.



https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/p/introduction-to-ipa-consonants-resource
https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/p/introduction-to-ipa-consonants-resource
http://www.ipachart.com/
https://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/linguistics/world-sounds/vowels/
https://esl.ehe.osu.edu/wp-content/themes/esl/assets/ipacharts/
https://web.uvic.ca/ling/resources/ipa/charts/IPAlab/IPAlab.htm
https://essentialsoflinguistics.pressbooks.com/chapter/2-8-vowels/
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NativLang: IPA for Language Learning - Vowels
A short animated video with a simple and fun but accurate description of IPA vowels.

Good for an introduction to IPA consonants. Length: 2m46s. Captions: automatically
generated.

LanguageStory: Sound Check: Phonetics Part 2

A detailed and engaging breakdown of IPA vowel symbols and characteristics starting at
1m34s, followed by a similar explanation of consonants. Check out Phonetics Part 1 for
a short but informative introduction to the subject. Length: 9m23s. Captions:
automatically generated.

The Ling Space: Vowels and the IPA

A mid-length video with charts and an on-screen demonstration. Good for introduction to
phonology. Length: 8m48s. Captions: human-edited.

TheTrevTutor: Vowels: Production and Transcription

A detailed and structured video about the phonology of vowels that’'s heavy on
terminology and diagrams. Good for a more in-depth look at phonology terms and
concepts. Length: 17m35s. Captions: automatically generated.

Lingthusiasm Podcast Episode 17: Vowel Gymnastics

Section (3:35-5:42): Vowel sounds on a continuum with examples, describing how the
IPA vowel chart “fits” in the mouth. Transcript for the whole episode available.
Pronunciation Tutorial 3: English Vowels and the International Phonetic Alphabet

A video describing each vowel in the English language and classifying them according to
the IPA vowel chart. Informative but geared towards teaching English pronunciation.
Length: 14m28s. Captions: human-edited.

Related Subjects & Interesting Facts

ArticulatorylPA YouTube Playlist

A collection of animations and ultrasounds that depict people pronouncing various
phonemes. Captions: we're not exactly sure how one would caption this.

Essential of Linguistics: 2.8 Diphthongs

A short technical video about diphthongs with mini-quiz below; dry but informative.
Length: 3m00s. Captions: human-edited.

Aaron Alon: What If English Were Phonetically Consistent?

A fun look at the relationship of English spelling to its phonology, mostly focused on the
(in)consistency of our vowels. Breaks each vowel grapheme down into the different IPA
symbols it’s likely to represent in English. Length: 4m05s. Captions: auto.

NativLang: Intro to Phonology: Consonants & Vowels

A short animated explanation of phonology in general.

Length: 3m30s. Captions: human-edited.


https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
https://youtu.be/2bCM9RnDBZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lR5LHZ1Uaw0
https://youtu.be/lR5LHZ1Uaw0?t=94
https://youtu.be/lR5LHZ1Uaw0?t=94
https://youtu.be/11CkQG-PZEI
https://youtu.be/arMntA15A0s
https://youtu.be/rulmiO9_hLc
https://lingthusiasm.com/post/170920044226/lingthusiasm-episode-17-vowel-gymnastics-say
https://lingthusiasm.com/tagged/episode-17
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeaghqkLRi8
https://www.youtube.com/user/ArticulatoryIPA/videos
https://essentialsoflinguistics.pressbooks.com/chapter/2-8-diphthongs/
https://youtu.be/A8zWWp0akUU
https://youtu.be/5d_sCoiWaCM
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Tech Tips

Typelt: IPA Phonetic Symbols

An easy-to-use website that lets you easily type IPA symboils (either full IPA or
language-specific subsets) into a text box, which you can then copy-paste elsewhere as
needed.

How to Type the IPA on your phone (iOS or Android)

Several good free IPA phone keyboard options, reviewed.

Activities

Introducing the IPA: quizzes
Third batch of quizzes: Phonetic Symbols & Mnemonic Words (#1,4,5) - good review of

vowel phonemes where you match the IPA symbol to the right word. Phonetic Symbols &
Their Names (#2,3) could be helpful if identifying the symbols by name is part of the
curriculum. (Sound Recognition (#6) has technical issues.)

IPA Vowel Identification Quiz & IPA Vowel Identification Il (Sporcle)

In the first quiz, you are given words with capitalized vowel sounds and asked to identify
the correct IPA symbol. In the second quiz, you are given words and asked to identify the
correct IPA symbol for each word’s nucleus. Good for a basic review of IPA vowels in
English.

IPA Vowel Chart Quiz (PurposeGames)

Given a blank IPA vowel chart, place each IPA symbol on the correct spot based on its
articulatory features.

Pink Trombone - An interactive diagram of the oral and nasal cavities that lets you drag
the tongue around to simulate how people pronounce different vowel sounds.

Two blog posts on teaching IPA transcription in the digital age from Angus Grieve-Smith,
who addresses the problem of not being able to have students repeat back their
transcriptions to check if they're accurately representing their own dialects (as many
profs do in a face-to-face class) by instead having students transcribe based on other,
linkable audio clips, such as the YouTube Accent Tag challenge and asking students to
record audio files of themselves reading IPA transcriptions.



https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
https://ipa.typeit.org/
https://allthingslinguistic.com/post/108388734856/how-to-type-the-international-phonetic-alphabet-on
https://www.yorku.ca/earmstro/speech/speech_intro/quizzes.html
https://www.sporcle.com/games/KStericker/ipa-vowel-identification-copy
https://www.sporcle.com/games/KStericker/ipa-vowel-identification
https://www.purposegames.com/game/ipa-vowel-chart-quiz
https://dood.al/pinktrombone/
https://grieve-smith.com/blog/2017/09/teaching-phonetic-transcription-online/
https://grieve-smith.com/blog/2017/09/teaching-phonetic-transcription-online/
https://grieve-smith.com/blog/2015/11/teaching-phonetic-transcription-in-the-digital-age/
https://grieve-smith.com/blog/2015/11/teaching-phonetic-transcription-in-the-digital-age/
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Something fun
The Journal of the IPA accepted articles written in IPA from the late 1800s all the way up until
1971.

» May Helena Plumb v
¥ @mayhplumb

TODAY I LEARNED

that the Journal of the IPA was, for a while, la mextro
fonetik (Le Maitre Phonétigue) and the articles were
written ENTIRELY IN THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC
ALPHABET

This situation went on from the late 1800s until *1971*

I'MDYING

Le Maitre Phonétique, Vol. 48 (85), No. 134 (1970), pp. 48-50
G, Spyaour, Practical English Phonetics (pp. x - 84, Leonard Hill,

38
Le Maitre Phonétique, Vol. 48 (85), No. 134 (1970), pp. 38-39
gl : kokni

aifter 8o transknpfonz ov *ben, *nan, and *sticvi wn pri
v Bus dgoamel, hizt air spesumensz ov e spit] ov deir relotuy
*auda. *ful 1z *benz san, marid tu *eude. *evde 1z *nanz |
*stitviz suster. sam anjuizel sumbelz air eksplewnd bilao,

g—dental voust frukfonlos kentunjuent.

—paost-alviaalor voust frukfonlas kentunj

2—vidsrazd glotel stop.

m—newelawzd bausibiel voust frikfonles kentunjusnt.

“—slavt aspareifon.

Birz and ABer “ Anju:zel ” saondz axr diskraibd wn 1
1w mau azrtiksl, “ The Range of Contoidal Articulations in a
Orbis, xvii, 2, disembar, 1968. au hav diskratbd 8o mefod
krabw vaolz juizd hir w The Judgment of Vowel
Language and Speech, 12, 4, dissmbor, 1969, and o tfairt
valjuz ov 3o vael sumbelz juizd hirr oilsae opisz w 3i m.E, 1
transkripfonz itt[ Atorons baondwd bav paiziz 1z riten on
namberd lawn. o loy daf sugnifaiz @ hezvterfon oir o bretk un 8i
grematikel patern. spewsiz hev bim left at, or ez klaes ez p
waord baenderiz, bat 8i:z hav nae fonetik valju.

London, 1969, 15s.).

b5 Leioure Learning Book psiparts to kentem 8o mmimem
Onoretrkol om prektrkol nolidg o stjudpt mest hev m Liniy 8
pronanstetfp ov Inglif todet, Bo Brorettkol sekfnz o foloub bar teksts m
fonetik transkripf and ordqrr 0:6vgraft, em maps nd Ists ov plessnerms
m trenskrpfy.

m Bo forwed 31 o:for @mbifosl klerma dot “ the first and most
important aim of ‘ Practical English Phonetics’ is to be useful. It
should prove useful to lecturers, teachers, students and schoolehildren
alike, whether teaching or learning English as a foreign language. . . .
It is intended to be a helpful, practical tool for constant use . . . can
brrtn.

nau Bat wi: ov disardrd to prmt a: nju: Journal m o:0ogreft, fs 80
fa:st tamm m dgum 1971, 16 1z houpt Bat 32 risdaftp wil br mla:dzd on
Dot konterbjuifnz wil br risizvd from o warde ssikl ev founttifnz on
tiztfor. meust av a: membaz hu: av miplard to Bo sxkjolor m 8o last
m4. hov signrfard Bot Ber wif to kontmju: to sobskratb to Jo nju:
Journal, 8ova hus o not et mfomd os ov Seor itenfnz or 3d3d to du:
sau widaut daler, stns a fammnsiz wil not elau s to send 8o Journal to
formo memboz hu:z sobskripfnz o not rinju:d.

wi tkspekt 8o nju: Journal to kentem sbaut 50 pexdsiz ot Bt
autset. fo d1s rizzn, m Ba fast namboz ot lizst, wiz wil Inmxt da lepk® ov
Jontribjuzfnz tu o mukstmom ov abaut 3,000 wadz. Bo foloury nouts fo
kentribjutez giv on Indikeifn ov 3o rikwalemants ov preznteifn fo 8o
Journal; Bex wil m fju:tfo bt prmtid on 80 Journalz kave.

4:28 AM - Feb 12, 2020 - Twitter Web App

Via May Helena Plumb

About Mutual Intelligibility

This Resource Guide is also available on mutualintelligibility.substack.com (where you can
subscribe for email updates to future issues), and as a google doc or pdf.

Mutual Intelligibility is a project to connect linguistics instructors with online resources, especially
as so much teaching is shifting quickly online due to current events. It's produced by Lauren
Gawne and Gretchen McCulloch, with the support of our patrons on Lingthusiasm. Our 3 Links
editor is Liz McCullough, and our Resource Guide contributor is Kate Whitcomb (Layman's

Linquist).

The newsletter consists of 3 Links on a topic on Mondays and Wednesdays and longer
Resource Guides on Fridays, both of which are free and will always remain free, but if you have
a stable income and find that they’re reducing your stress and saving you time, we're able to


https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
https://twitter.com/mayhplumb/status/1227283313238429697
https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ewyZgVI0SInNSn8H_5OJGxtIhu2VJio9F69EVEp6vp4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11sn26sW5fwfzvsdKIPDlMpsKuyrbSNCI
https://laurengawne.com/
https://laurengawne.com/
https://gretchenmcculloch.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabeth-m-62422a139/
https://thelaymanslinguist.com/
https://thelaymanslinguist.com/
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fund these because of the Lingthusiasm Patreon and your contributions enable us to fund more
quides, more quickly.

Here’s where you can tell us which topics would be useful for you. The more requests we get for
a specific topic, the more it helps us prioritize resources that will help the most people.

Here’s where you can send us links (of either things you’ve made or have found useful) for
potential inclusion in future newsletters. You can send a single link, or a set of three which may
become a 3 Links guest-post! (With credit to you.)

If you have other comments, suggestions, or ideas of ways to help, please email
mutual.intellig@gmail.com

This Resource Guide was created by Mutual Intelliqibility and is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.



https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
https://www.patreon.com/lingthusiasm
https://www.patreon.com/lingthusiasm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeat6sJhS2nAe0e82bV3fEafDxykDoCzePxAJ-6d7iiB3MwKw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfT8nmOcVGdaGRtzUUFUhFbk91sbM_n7OXljCmt_5fh4HUcwA/viewform
https://mutualintelligibility.substack.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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