
Types of Population Pyramid Shapes 
 
Expansive — a broad base, indicating a high proportion of 
children, a rapid rate of population growth, and a low 
proportion of older people. Nunavut(Flash) is an example of an 
expansive type population pyramid. 
 

 
 
Stable — a structure with indentations that even out and 
reflect slow growth over a period. Northwest Territories (Flash) 
is an example of a stable type population pyramid. 
 

 
 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/agesex/vignettes/nu06pymd.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/agesex/vignettes/nt06pymd.html


 
Stationary — a narrow base and roughly equal numbers in 
each age group, tapering off at the older ages. Manitoba 
(Flash) is an example of a stationary type population pyramid. 
 

 
 
Declining / Constrictive — a high proportion of aged 
persons and declining numbers.Newfoundland and Labrador 
(Flash) is an example of a declining type population pyramid. 
 

 
 
 

http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/agesex/vignettes/mb06pymd.html
http://www12.statcan.ca/english/census06/analysis/agesex/vignettes/nl06pymd.html

