
June XX, 2026 
 
 
Dear Council Members Restler and Dinowitz, 
 
We – teaching artists – are writing to urge you to hold a joint hearing on contracting and 
education for the thousands of NYC teaching artists who work under increasingly untenable 
conditions.  
 
Years of inconsistent funding, slow contract processing, and an unresponsive bureaucracy have 
eroded the infrastructure teaching artists and schools depend on. The economic pressures of the 
post-pandemic period have made things worse: wages have largely remained stagnant while the 
cost of living in New York City has climbed sharply. According to a recent study, the median 
income for teaching artists in 2023 had not meaningfully increased since 2018, even as the cost 
of living rose by 28% over that same period. Nearly seven in ten teaching artists live in 
households below the NYC median income of $76,577, a figure that is already less than half of 
the city’s estimated 2026 True Cost of Living (TCOL) threshold of $159,197.  Meanwhile, eight 
in ten report that their earnings as a teaching artist do not allow them to afford to live in or near 
the city where they work. The vast majority of us also lack access to employer-provided 
healthcare or benefits. 
 
A central driver of these challenges is a city contracting system that fails us. A 2024 survey of 
organizations using the city’s Multiple Task Award Contract (MTAC) contracting process found 
that most reported serious problems with contract negotiations, renewals, and timely payment. 
Arts organizations described slow or non-responsive communication from city agencies, a 
troubling lack of visibility into contract terms and timelines, and prolonged delays that put real 
financial strain on teaching artists and the institutions that employ us. 
 
This matters for students, too. Teaching artists have long served as a critical bridge for 
lower-income communities and schools that lack the resources to employ full-time arts teachers. 
As of 2025, more than 290 New York City public schools still do not have a certified arts teacher 
on staff. Teaching artists step in to fill that gap. When contracting dysfunction and unaffordable 
living conditions push us out, it is students, particularly those in the most underserved 
communities, who bear the cost. 
 
So that’s why we urge you to: 
 

●​ Demand transparency in the contracting process. Teaching artists and the 
organizations that employ us deserve clear, accessible information about contract 

https://nycaieroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/paying-for-professionalism-2025-a-report-on-new-york-city-teaching-artist-compensation-employment-july-2025.pdf
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/equity/downloads/pdf/2026%20NYC%20TCOL%20Measure_4%206%2026.pdf


timelines, payment negotiations, and application and renewal processes. The Contracts 
Committee has both the jurisdiction and the responsibility to demand better. 

●​ Establish and enforce clear timelines for contract awards and payments. Chronic 
delays are not merely inconvenient – they are financially devastating for artists who 
depend on timely payment to cover rent, healthcare, and basic expenses. We urge the 
Council to push for binding timelines and accountability mechanisms. 

●​ Invest in teaching artist compensation and stability. Wages that have not kept pace 
with the cost of living are not sustainable. We ask the Council to support funding 
increases and to explore pathways to portable benefits for teaching artists –  so that the 
professionals who carry out the city’s arts education mandate can afford to remain in New 
York. 

●​ Develop a dedicated support system for arts organizations. Create a centralized 
resource center or help desk that can provide guidance and assistance throughout the 
MTAC process. Hire more staff with expertise in arts education and the associated 
program costs. 

 
With all that, we urge you to hold a hearing so you can hear from us directly about what needs to 
change. Because when you fail arts teachers, you fail students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Cao 
Hali Traina 
Katelyn Simone 
Vado 
Hilda Abla 
Christina Bixland 
Diana Crum 
Ashley Knowles 
Laura Bozzone 
Stephanie Anderson 
Ko Tanaka 
Kamille Medina Estrella 
Kamille Vargas 
Heaven Lucas 
Katy Knowles 
Jessie Sector 
Phoebe Ballard 
August Grace 
Luca Verano Diaz 



Meropi Peponides 
Shoshanah Tarkow 
Kimberly Olsen 
Antonia Badon 
Amy Harris  
Eve Wolff  
Anna Mayta 
Laura Bozzone 
Kerry Warren 
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Sheikia Norris  
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Frank Ruiz 
Jordan W. Carter 
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Youdlyn Moresu 
Maria Schirmer 
Chesray L Dolpha 
Lulu Fogarty 
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Keith Kaminski 
Beata Moon 
Gabriel Globus-Hoenich 
Yvonne Winborne 
Marissa Lewis 
Philip Alexander 
Dionne Thornton 
tiffany lin 
Joy Prentice  
Katie Palmer 
Jamie Ehrenfeld 
Reyna Bonaparte Sandoz 
Rachel Watts 
Nancy Kleaver 
Camille Simone Thomas 
Edward Francis Miller III 
Tej Khanna 



Erin Loughran 
Tim Lord 
Kyla McKoll 
Hillary Rosario 
Tavia L Huggins 
Dr. Rebekah Griffin Greene 
Sharif Kales 
Erin Orr 
Pamela Hamilton  
Thalia Bloom 
Stéphane Clément 
Edisson Marmolejo 
Sergio Ramirez 
Joshua William Gelb 
Adam Baksh-García 
Paula Heitman  
Nicholas Leichter 
Nicco Diaz 
Maya de Silva Chafe 
Laura Craft 
Juan Manzo 
Liz Rubel 
Anu Annam 
Dorothy Savitch 
Leah Reddy 
Martha Bowers 
Antonia Badon 
Nadia Williams 
Sara Roer 
Ricardo Guerra 
Stefanie Siegel 
Oyah Bangura 
Amy Michelle Harris 
Janet Cesarotti 
Diana Crum 
LySaundra Janeé 
Valerie Baloga 
Frances McGarry, PhD 
Caron Atlas 
Jennifer Scott 



Kneaku Ashae 
Manatsu Tanaka 
Caitlin Wees 
Kathy Ortiz 
Raquel Du Toit 
Tara Geer 
Morgan Sendek 
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