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The Best Family-Friendly Columbus 
Restaurants 
 
Two 18-hole mini golf courses are offered at both Magic Mountain Fun Center locations. The 
business also won Favorite Birthday Party Venue. Star Lanes Polaris offers 20 lanes of bowling 
plus suites, as well an on-site restaurant and game room. 
 
I went to the IHOP in Westerville this past week and they no longer have the kids eat free deal. 
You’ve probably noticed trampoline parks are springing up all over the place, hence the addition 
of this new category. Our inaugural winner, Sky Zone, also won Favorite Indoor Play Space this 
year. 
 
For the kids, you can order the chicken cold, which is the spice level, not the temperature. Get 
your spice on while the kids snack on chicken and mac and cheese. Finish the afternoon with 
some banana pudding and you’ll be everyone’s favorite. They have specialty coffee drinks, plus 
deliciously fresh sandwiches, burgers, brunches, salads, and baked goods. This Short North cafe 
delivers healthy, fresh food in a relaxing, sophisticated atmosphere. Land-Grant Brewing Co. is a 
dog-friendly Columbus brewery right downtown. 
 
Since Kay and Joseph Barker started Musicologie out of their home, the business has grown to 
five locations, four of them in Central Ohio. Students can study voice or learn a variety of 
instruments, including piano, guitar, strings, woodwinds and brass. Thirty-two rooms of books 
await shoppers at The Book Loft of German Village, which spans two adjacent buildings. A large 
children’s area and knowledgeable employees are among the highlights. Our restaurant has an 
easily accessible parking lot surrounding the building. We strive for excellence in the preparation 
of our food with the quality and freshest of ingredients that we prepare in our kitchen. 
 
The smelts are something I haven’t had in years! A five-time category winner, Sky Zone offers a 
wide expanse of indoor trampolines as well as Ultimate Dodgeball. (Its foam pit is currently 
closed.) Sky Zone also won Favorite Trampoline Park in this year’s survey. 
 
Winans is a dog-friendly establishment that is five generations old, and still honors its historic 
German family traditions. Whether you live in Columbus, or you're just visiting, this needs to be 
a special spot for you and your pooch to visit. The chicken is phenomenal; the mac and cheese is 
to die for. 
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