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• 

(U//LES) The illegal entry of special interest aliens (SIAs) a poses a significant potential threat to 
homeland security, as we are concerned about the possibility that SIAs could be associated with 
terrorist organizations. We judge that foreign terrorists almost certainly are aware of the US- 
Mexico border’s vulnerability to illegal entry, though we currently are not aware of any specific and 
credible information indicating a terrorist plot associated with the border. 

(U//LES) During the first 10 months of FY2014, USBP reported 402 apprehensions of SIAs along the 
border, which represents a 42 percent increase over the same period in FY2013. The most encountered 
nationalities in FY2014 were Bangladesh (263) and Turkey (32). They also included Pakistan (15), Saudi 
Arabia (14), Egypt (9), and Syria (5). Apprehensions of SIAs are concentrated disproportionately in the 
Rio Grande Valley, which in FY2014 accounted for 71 percent of all SIA apprehensions along the 
Southwest Border. 

• 

a (U//LES) Special interest aliens are citizens of 35 countries that could represent a terrorist threat: Afghanistan, 
Algeria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Libya, Malaysia, Mauritania, Morocco, North Korea, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, UAE, Uzbekistan, and Yemen. 
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