
Sunday School Notes 

Deconstruction in Ancient Israel and Today 

What is 
Deconstructionism? 

Deconstructionism is a way of questioning and breaking down established beliefs to 
see if they still hold true. It often challenges traditional understandings, reinterpreting 
ideas to fit current cultural values or personal beliefs. In a faith context, 
deconstruction can lead to changes in core teachings, reshaping beliefs in ways that 
align more with modern culture than with historical doctrine. 

Undermining 
Beliefs 

A good, non-academic term for deconstructionism could be "dismantling" or 
"undermining beliefs." Deconstructionism is often not just questioning or rethinking, 
but intentionally breaking down or weakening core ideas or values, often to replace 
them with something entirely different. 

Typical 
Deconstruction 
Steps or Approach 

1. Questioning Clarity – Begins by raising doubt about whether established beliefs 
are truly clear or accurate.   
2. Sowing Doubt in Intentions – Suggests that original intentions may have been 
restrictive, biased, or misunderstood.   
3. Contradicting Original Meaning – Proposes alternative interpretations that 
oppose traditional views.   
4. Reframing Core Values – Shifts foundational values to align with contemporary 
perspectives, altering the original purpose. 

Example: 
Adam and Eve 

In Genesis 3:1-5, the serpent introduces doubt and reinterpretation into Eve’s 
understanding of God’s command, initiating a process of deconstruction: 
 
Genesis 3:1 “He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden”?’” (ESV) 
 
Explanation: The serpent begins by questioning the clarity of God’s word, planting 
seeds of doubt about what God truly said. 
 
Genesis 3:4 “But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.’” (ESV) 
 
Explanation: The serpent directly contradicts God’s command, encouraging Eve to 
reinterpret God’s warning about death. 
 
Genesis 3:5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (ESV) 
 
Explanation: The serpent reframes God’s command as a restriction meant to limit 
Adam and Eve’s potential. This tactic of reinterpreting and doubting God’s word 
mirrors deconstruction today, where beliefs are often redefined to fit personal 
desires or cultural values. 

Deconstruction in 
Ancient Israel’s 
Worship of God 

Throughout Israel’s history, the people often reinterpreted or modified their worship 
of God to align with the beliefs and practices of surrounding nations. This 
blending of worship led Israel away from God’s commands and introduced idolatry 
and cultural compromise. Each instance  on the next page serves as a warning about 
the dangers of mixing true worship with cultural “idols.” 
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Key Verses and Examples of Idols and Deconstruction in Israel’s History 

God’s Command 
for Exclusive 
Worship 

Exodus 20:3-5 “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is 
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God”  

A People Set Apart In the Ten Commandments, God makes it clear in the first commandment that His 
people are to worship Him alone, without any idols or other gods. This exclusivity 
was foundational to Israel’s covenant with God, setting them apart from the 
surrounding nations. 

Altars to Foreign 
Gods Built in the 
Temple 

2 Kings 21:4-5 “And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had 
said, ‘In Jerusalem will I put my name.’ And he built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of the Lord”  

Cultural Influences 
Corrupt 

King Manasseh’s decision to place altars for foreign gods inside the Lord’s temple 
demonstrates a deep shift in Israel’s worship. By blending Yahweh worship with 
pagan practices, he redefined worship based on external cultural influences. This 
compromise with surrounding cultures led Israel further from exclusive devotion to 
God. 

Idols and 
Abominations in 
the Temple 

Ezekiel 8:6 “And he said to me, ‘Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the 
great abominations that the house of Israel are committing here, to drive me far from 
my sanctuary?’” 

Mixing the Sacred 
and Profane 

In a vision, God shows Ezekiel how idols had been brought into His temple, calling it 
“great abominations.” This vision reveals that Israel allowed beliefs and practices 
from other cultures into their worship of God. This mixing of sacred and profane 
led to spiritual confusion and drove God “far from [His] sanctuary.” 

Defiling God’s 
House with Idols 

Jeremiah 7:30 “For the sons of Judah have done evil in My sight, declares the Lord. 
They have set their detestable things in the house that is called by My name, to 
defile it” 

Secular Beliefs 
Weaken Scripture’s 
Impact 

The people of Judah brought idols into the temple, defiling it by reinterpreting God’s 
commands and blending other cultural practices with true worship. This act of 
deconstruction compromised the purity of Israel’s faith, much like how introducing 
secular beliefs into Christianity today can weaken core doctrines. 

High Places Built 
for Foreign Gods by 
Solomon 

2 Kings 23:13 “And the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, to 
the south of the mount of corruption [Mount of Olives], which Solomon the king of 
Israel had built for Ashtoreth [Ishtar] the abomination of the Sidonians, and for 
Chemosh [like Ba’al] the abomination of Moab, and for Milcom [Moluch] the 
abomination of the Ammonites” 

Compromising 
Worship 

King Solomon’s construction of high places for foreign gods shows how cultural 
influence affected even Israel’s Wisest Leader, introducing practices contrary to God’s 
commands. This blending of beliefs weakened Israel’s faith, illustrating how 
deconstruction can lead to a compromised form of worship. 
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Modern Examples of Deconstruction in Faith 

Key Issues Today Today, deconstruction often leads to reinterpreting Scripture on topics like the sanctity 
of life, sexuality, and the authority of God’s word. Here are some key issues where 
deconstruction can reshape traditional Christian beliefs: 

Abortion The traditional teachings on abortion and children are that life is sacred from 
conception, and taking innocent life is prohibited. 

Supporting 
Scripture 

Psalm 139:13-16 “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I 
was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw 
my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that 
were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.”  
 
Jeremiah 1:5  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

Explanation of 
Deconstruction 

Some argue the Bible doesn’t specifically mention abortion, questioning its clarity 
on the issue. This approach reframes traditional teachings, emphasizing personal 
choice over the sanctity of life and suggesting that the command to protect life is 
open to reinterpretation. 

Homosexuality The traditional teaching throughout church history has been that marriage and sexual 
relationships are intended for one man and one woman exclusively. 

Supporting 
Scripture 

Genesis 2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 
 
Leviticus 18:22 “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an 
abomination.” 
 
Romans 1:26-27  “For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For 
their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the 
men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion 
for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.” 

Explanation of 
Deconstruction 

Some reinterpret these verses, suggesting they only apply to specific cultural 
contexts. This reinterpretation reframes God’s design for marriage and sexuality, 
aligning with contemporary cultural values over biblical commands. 
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Modern Examples of Deconstruction in Faith Continued 

Gender Identity Traditional teaching about gender is that God created humans as male and female with 
distinct roles and identities. 

Supporting 
Scripture 

Genesis 1:27  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them.”  
 
Matthew 19:4-5 “He answered, ‘Have you not read that he who created them from 
the beginning made them male and female, and said, “Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh”?’”  

Explanation of 
Deconstruction 

Some reinterpret gender as a spectrum rather than a binary, suggesting that 
traditional views are culturally outdated. This redefinition places personal identity 
above biblical teaching on gender and reinterprets creation as flexible rather than 
fixed. 

Authority of 
Scripture 

The traditional church teaching on this is that the Bible is God’s inspired word, 
authoritative and sufficient in all aspects of faith and life. 

Supporting 
Scripture 

2 Timothy 3:16  “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” 
 
Psalm 119:160 “The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules 
endures forever.” 

Explanation of 
Deconstruction 

Some argue that only parts of Scripture are inspired or relevant, selectively 
interpreting passages that align with modern views. This undermines the authority 
of the Bible by treating it as man written and adaptable rather than divinely 
absolute. 

Christian 
Nationalism and 
Civic Life 

Traditionally, Christians are encouraged to influence society, promote justice, and 
pray for leaders while recognizing that their ultimate allegiance is to God. 

Supporting 
Scripture 

Romans 13:1-7 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 
no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed…” 
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish 
those who do evil and to praise those who do good.” 
 
Philippians 3:20 “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Explanation of 
Deconstruction 

Some reinterpret Christian civic involvement as either irrelevant or inherently 
divisive, suggesting that it detracts from spiritual focus. This deconstruction reframes 
God’s purpose for believers in the world, leading to either an overemphasis on or 
withdrawal from civic life. 
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Final Words: Modern Parallels and Deconstruction at Work in Today’s Faith 

Parallel to Ancient 
Israel 

Much like ancient Israel attempted to merge the worship of Yahweh with the cultural 
practices and idols around them, modern deconstruction often blends Christian beliefs 
with secular values and ideals. 

Impact of Blending 
Beliefs 

This blending can lead to a form of Christianity that aligns more closely with cultural 
trends than with biblical truth, ultimately diluting the transformative power of faith. 

Risks of 
Compromise 

Just as Israel’s compromises led them away from God, blending secular ideologies 
with Christianity today risks creating a faith that is compromised, lacking scriptural 
authority and the clarity intended by God. 

 
Conclusion 

A Cautionary 
Reminder 

The examples from Israel’s history remind us of the dangers of compromising God’s 
commands to align with cultural beliefs. Each instance of deconstruction in ancient 
Israel resulted in confusion, weakened worship, and spiritual drift. 

Action Plan for 
Maintaining Faith’s 
Integrity 

​Staying Rooted in Scripture 
By remaining rooted in Scripture, we uphold the teachings and truths that have 
guided believers for generations. This foundation helps us stay aligned with 
God’s intended purpose for our lives, providing clarity and direction. 
 

​Resist Cultural Pressures 
Resisting pressures to reinterpret biblical teachings through a secular lens means 
choosing biblical truth over popular opinion, even when culture shifts or values 
change. It requires discernment and a commitment to uphold God’s Word as our 
ultimate authority, rather than adapting it to fit current trends or personal 
preferences. 
 

​Honoring God Alone 
When we preserve the integrity and power of our faith in this way, we reflect a 
devotion that honors God alone, staying true to His character and commands. 
This unwavering faith becomes a light to others, demonstrating a commitment to 
God’s unchanging truth and the transformative power of the gospel. 
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