
Can I Transfer a Boat Mortgage if I Sell the Boat in Canada? 

 
 

Introduction:  

A boat mortgage is a secured loan tied to the vessel, often requiring regular payments 
over several years. When selling a boat, any outstanding mortgage becomes a critical 
consideration. In Canada, transferring a boat mortgage isn’t always straightforward. 



While some lenders may allow a transfer, others may require the boat mortgage 

canada to be paid in full before ownership can change hands. 

Understanding your lender’s policies and the buyer’s ability to qualify for financing is key 
to ensuring a smooth transaction. Let’s break down the factors that influence this 
process. 

 

Can You Transfer a Boat Mortgage in Canada? 

The ability to transfer a boat mortgage in Canada depends on several factors, including: 

1. Lender Policies 

Each lender has its own rules regarding loan transfers. Some financial institutions allow 
a transfer, while others mandate that the existing loan be paid off entirely before the 
sale. 

Key Considerations: 

●​ Transferable Loans: If the lender permits transfers, the buyer must meet their 
eligibility criteria. 

●​ Non-Transferable Loans: You’ll need to clear the mortgage before selling the 
boat. 

 

2. Buyer’s Creditworthiness 

If the lender allows a transfer, the buyer must qualify for the loan based on their credit 
score, income, and financial history. This ensures the lender’s risk is minimized when 
the mortgage changes hands. 

 

3. Equity in the Boat 

If the boat’s market value exceeds the mortgage balance, you may use the sale 
proceeds to pay off the loan. If not, you’ll need to cover the difference to clear the loan 
before selling. 

https://boat-loans.ca/
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Example: 

●​ Boat Value: $50,000 
●​ Mortgage Balance: $40,000 
●​ Equity: $10,000 (can go toward closing costs or as part of sale proceeds) 

 

4. Loan Terms 

Some loans include clauses that prohibit transferability or impose penalties for early 
repayment. Review your loan agreement for these terms before initiating the sale. 

 

How to Handle a Boat Mortgage During a Sale 

If transferring the mortgage isn’t an option, there are other ways to manage the loan 
during the sale process: 

1. Pay Off the Loan 

The simplest method is to pay off the outstanding mortgage using proceeds from the 
boat sale. This clears the lien and allows you to transfer ownership to the buyer 
unencumbered. 

Steps: 

1.​ Obtain a payoff amount from the lender. 
2.​ Negotiate the sale price to cover the loan. 
3.​ Use the sale proceeds to clear the loan balance. 

 

2. Assist the Buyer with Financing 

If the buyer needs financing, you can help by providing details about your lender or 
guiding them through the loan application process. Some lenders offer streamlined 
options for new buyers. 

 

3. Escrow Accounts for Loan Settlement 



Using an escrow account can ensure the loan is paid off correctly during the sale. The 
buyer deposits the funds into escrow, and the lender is paid directly from this account. 

 

4. Lease-to-Own Agreements 

If direct sale and mortgage transfer aren’t feasible, you might consider a lease-to-own 
arrangement. This allows the buyer to make payments directly to you, enabling them to 
eventually take ownership. 

 

Benefits and Challenges of Transferring a Boat Mortgage 

Benefits 

●​ Convenience: If permitted, transferring the mortgage simplifies the sale process. 
●​ Affordability for Buyers: Buyers don’t need to secure new financing if the 

existing loan is favorable. 

 

Challenges 

●​ Lender Approval: Transferability depends entirely on lender policies. 
●​ Buyer’s Qualification: Not all buyers may qualify for the transfer, leading to 

delays or complications. 
●​ Additional Costs: There may be transfer fees or penalties for early repayment. 

 

Tips for Selling a Boat with a Mortgage in Canada 

1.​ Communicate with Your Lender: 
○​ Inform your lender about the sale and ask about transfer or payoff options. 

2.​ Know Your Loan Terms: 
○​ Review your mortgage agreement for transfer restrictions or penalties. 

3.​ Set a Competitive Price: 
○​ Ensure the sale price covers the mortgage balance and provides value to 

the buyer. 



4.​ Work with Professionals: 
○​ Engage a broker or escrow service to handle legal and financial aspects. 

 

Legal Considerations in Canada 

Canadian laws surrounding secured loans and title transfers vary by province. Ensure 
you: 

●​ Clear Any Liens: Verify that the loan is resolved before transferring ownership. 
●​ Comply with Provincial Regulations: Title transfers must meet provincial legal 

requirements. 

 

Conclusion: Navigating Boat Mortgages and Sales 

Transferring a boat mortgage when selling in Canada can be challenging but not 
impossible. While lender policies and buyer qualifications play significant roles, 
alternative solutions like paying off the loan or using escrow services can facilitate a 
smooth transaction. By understanding your options and preparing accordingly, you can 
successfully sell your boat while addressing any outstanding mortgage obligations. 

Whether transferring the loan or settling it outright, open communication with your 
lender and buyer is key to ensuring a seamless process. 

 

FAQs 

1. Can a boat mortgage be transferred in Canada? 

In some cases, yes. This depends on the lender’s policies and the buyer’s financial 
qualifications. 

 

2. What happens if I can’t transfer the mortgage? 



If a transfer isn’t possible, you’ll need to pay off the mortgage before selling the boat. 
This can be done using the sale proceeds. 

 

3. How do lenders assess a buyer for mortgage transfer? 

Lenders evaluate the buyer’s credit score, income, and financial stability to ensure they 
meet loan eligibility requirements. 

 

4. Are there penalties for paying off a boat mortgage early? 

Some loans include early repayment penalties. Check your loan agreement for specific 
terms. 

 

5. Can escrow accounts help with mortgage settlements during a boat 
sale? 

Yes, escrow accounts ensure the mortgage is paid off correctly and securely during the 
sale process. 
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