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Abstract 
Abstract Purpose – This article addresses the relationship of universities to their changing regulatory environments 
internationally. Design/methodology/approach – This article updates analysis published in 2004 exploring the 
contrasting modes of, and key trends in, regulation of higher education across eight OECD (Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development) states. The article offers a wider analysis of the changing patterns of regulation rooted 
in mutuality, oversight, competition and design, and the implications for the management of higher education 
institutions. Findings – Since 2004, higher education has seen more growth in oversight-based and competition-based 
regulation, but also some decentralization of regulation as an increasing cast of actors, many international and 
transnational in character, have asserted themselves in key aspects of the regulatory environment. This article explores 
the implications of these changes in the regulatory mix over higher education for the ways that universities manage their 
regulatory environment, arguing first, that there is significant evidence of metaregulatory approaches to regulating 
universities, and second, that such a meta-regulatory approach is consistent with an emphasis on university autonomy, 
raising a challenge for universities in how to use the autonomy (variable by country) they do have to manage their 
environment. Originality/value – This article offers an original analysis of how universities might most appropriately 
respond, deploying their autonomy, however variable, to address their external regulatory environment. The author 
suggests we might increasingly see the external regulatory environment as meta-regulatory in character and universities 
making more use of reflexive governance processes. Keywords Regulation, Higher education, Rankings, OECD 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce posuere, magna 

sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis urna. Nunc viverra imperdiet 
enim. Fusce est. Vivamus a tellus. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Proin pharetra nonummy pede (Zurlo et al., 1990). Mauris et orci. Aenean nec lorem. In porttitor. Donec laoreet 
nonummy augue. Suspendisse dui purus, scelerisque at, vulputate vitae, pretium mattis, nunc. Mauris eget neque at sem 
venenatis eleifend (Myers et al., 2002). Ut nonummy. Fusce aliquet pede non pede. Suspendisse dapibus lorem 
pellentesque magna. Integer nulla. Donec blandit feugiat ligula. Donec hendrerit, felis et imperdiet euismod, purus 
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​ (1) 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce posuere, magna 
sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis urna. Nunc viverra imperdiet 
enim. Fusce est. Vivamus a tellus. Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis 
egestas. Proin pharetra nonummy pede (Zurlo et al., 1990). Mauris et orci. Aenean nec lorem. In porttitor. Donec laoreet 
nonummy augue. Suspendisse dui purus, scelerisque at, vulputate vitae, pretium mattis, nunc. Mauris eget neque at sem 
venenatis eleifend (Myers et al., 2002). Ut nonummy. Fusce aliquet pede non pede. Suspendisse dapibus lorem 
pellentesque magna. Integer nulla. Donec blandit feugiat ligula. Donec hendrerit, felis et imperdiet euismod, purus 
ipsum pretium metus, in lacinia nulla nisl eget sapien. 
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