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UNIT ONE - Abraham to the First Exile:
The Jewish People’s Historical Connection to the Land of Israel (Part 1)

Lesson Quizzes

Sources 3-4

1) Why might the birthplace of civilization be the best place for Abraham’s message to
spread?

2) What makes the Land of Israel different from other lands in the Torah'’s description?

3) How does Rashi's explanation of Genesis 1:1 relate to modern discussions about
Israel?

4) What geographical and cultural factors made Mesopotamia and Egypt significant
centers of early civilization?

5) How did the Hebrew tribes differ from primitive desert nomads, according to the
source?

6) Why is the Fertile Crescent described as both a place of opportunity and instability
in ancient history?

7) What lasting contributions did the Hebrew tribes make to world history, as
described in the source?

8) How does the biblical portrayal of Abraham'’s journey align with what we know
about the historical context of the ancient Near East?

9) What does the source suggest about the lifestyle of the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob—in terms of settlement and mobility?

10) How did the descendants of Jacob maintain a strong group identity even while living
among other cultures such as the Canaanites and Egyptians?

11) According to this source, why did Abraham leave Mesopotamia despite its advanced
civilization?

12) How does Israelite religion, as introduced through the Patriarchs, differ from the
surrounding mythologies of the ancient world?

13) What qualities does the source highlight as central to the Jewish memory of
Abraham and the Patriarchs, and how do they shape Jewish identity?
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