
 

COVENANT WITH ONE ANOTHER TO WELCOME NEW 
YORK’S NEWEST NEW YORKERS  

 
 
Executive Summary:  
 
We represent a cross section of New York residents from across the state including faith 
leaders, lay activists and volunteers, elected officials, immigrants, and leaders from the 
business and not-for profit sectors who have been working with asylum seekers from the 
moment these men, women and children disembark from buses and airplanes until they 
have submitted their asylum applications and received work authorization and beyond.  
 
Our objectives are the same as those of people in government:  
 

to welcome new arrivals into our City and State;  
to see them appropriately sheltered;  
to provide housing vouchers so they can move out of shelters; to expedite 
work authorization;  
to provide education and health services; and  
to provide legal and pro se assistance with asylum applications.  

 
We want to work as allies, in partnership with government, to best achieve these 
objectives. We will hold ourselves accountable for being available to work on these 
issues, and we will hold our elected and appointed officials accountable for doing what 
we expect them to do. We want to hasten the day when these new New Yorkers can 
become self-sufficient members of our communities.  
 
In particular, the areas which we believe are most critical to realizing that goal are:  
 

a thoughtful arrival and welcome process;  
a more strategic approach to housing;  
greater support for schools with large immigrant enrollments; 
an accelerated work authorization system;  
easier access to legal assistance;  
increased coordination among levels of government; and 
full transparency regarding funding and decision making.  

 
Each of these areas is discussed in greater detail below in the body of our covenant, 
and in what follows, specifying what each is responsible for.  
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Introduction:  
 
Close to 100,000 immigrants and asylum seekers have entered New York State in the 
last year. It has been a logistical, financial and political challenge for the City, the State 
and county administrations to welcome these individuals and respond to their immediate 
needs, and it has been a challenge to get these different levels of government to work 
together and share responsibility for the work.  
 
At the same time, we represent a cross section of faith leaders, lay activists and 
community volunteers across New York State who have been working with the 
immigrants and asylum seekers from the minute they arrive at New York City’s bus 
terminal or airports and in locations like Buffalo, Albany, and Rotterdam and present 
themselves to the various programs with which we work.  
 
Many of our secular grassroots organization leaders and volunteers are motivated to do 
this work by their own personal experiences; others by their personal conviction to 
respect the humanity of each person and seek to provide help where it is needed.  
 
Our faith leaders remember and are motivated, similarly, by their shared understanding 
of the value of each person regardless of the nation of origin. Jewish scriptures have 
many stories of people crossing borders [think of Abraham and Sarah, Joseph and Ruth 
among others.] Christians remember the Samaritan and the teaching of Jesus that we 
will be judged by how we welcome the stranger. Muslims recall that Mohammed 
described himself as an immigrant and they, as other faiths, teach the centrality of 
compassion, hospitality and justice for all.  
 
Secular and faith leaders advance this Covenant together because we seek to work in 
partnership with all levels of government, not in opposition to them, contributing our 

 
 



 

experience, skills and resources; urging the City and counties to recognize what we are 
doing and how we might help more, and make it easier for that to happen; seeing some 
of our programs as models that should be replicated and funded; identifying us as critical 
colleagues in moving forward with both direct aid and advocacy; and acknowledging us 
as valuable players in helping to pressure every level of government and the private 
sector to step forward and lend their assistance.  
 
We want to avoid blame and build toward an era of mutual responsibility in which all 
levels of government, our faith leaders and houses of worship, our community 
organizations and all New York residents work together to address the multiple needs of 
our newest New Yorkers and allow them to flourish and be, themselves, part of the 
solution. This document lays out that agreement, emphasizing how the players should 
work together going forward.  
 
Along with our elected officials we want to send a message to all residents of New York 
State reminding them that “we are all immigrants”. Other than those who are indigenous 
Native American and the many whose ancestors were brought here in chains, the rest of 
us are often only a generation or two removed from ancestors who fled to this country to 
escape oppression, ethnic cleansing, genocide and terror.  
 
In many parts of the City, half of the citizens were born in another country; several of the 
City hotels that now house our newest arrivals housed our immigrant parents and 
grandparents fifty years ago; throughout the State, people celebrate their background 
and culture as they help to build New York. And in each of our faith traditions there are 
stories of immigrants fleeing danger and of strangers who seek and deserve welcome 
and support.  
 
We are motivated by our understanding that today’s new immigrants are escaping terror 
and oppression in their own countries and by our realization that they have demonstrated 
determination and resilience to make it to the United States. They bring to our country 
and to our city the capacity to shape new lives here and contribute to our economic and 
political life. We are committed to educating in our faith and local communities the 
mandate to welcome the stranger and to teaching who these strangers are, why they are 
coming, what they have endured and how we will all benefit from helping them get on 
their feet.  
 
We realize that there are immense short-term and long-term needs of this population that 
we are already trying to address, as are the various levels of government. We want to 

 
 



 

help our political leaders with these challenges, working together to solve them as 
smoothly as possible.  
 
We identify below some of what should happen going forward, area by area, recognizing 
that this is just a preliminary list that can be quickly expanded and enhanced as people 
do increasing work together in our cities and counties and with our state and federal 
governments.  

Arrivals:  
 
The City and counties should support those many volunteers and local organizations 
who are and will step forward to welcome people at our bus terminals and airports and at 
other locations in the state.  
In New York City, buses should be provided to move people from points of arrival to 
reception centers, and local transportation should be provided in other receiving 
counties.  
 
When people are being relocated from New York City to other counties, there must be an 
orderly process with officials from each area working in partnership to ensure that people 
being relocated can have the maximum opportunity for a successful future. This would 
assume, first of all, an experienced contractor invested in meeting clear terms set out by 
the city in concert with the local government and with volunteer and faith-based groups in 
the receiving area. It would include providing the counties with basic information about 
who is coming, reaching an agreement on when they will be bused and to which hotels 
and shelters, clarifying who has what responsibility for providing services. Counties 
receiving this information timely would then be able to develop working agreements with 
the local organizations, faith communities and volunteers to help with arrivals. [see 
details in appendix]  
 
Volunteers in each area who have received clothing donations from amazingly generous 
New Yorkers, set up thrift shops and made it possible for families to get everything they 
need from diapers and strollers to school clothes to warm outerwear, must have easy 
access to the reception centers, hotels and shelters, so they can outfit individuals and 
families more easily. We can pledge many more donations if there are better ways to get 
them to people without interference.  
 
The City and counties should set up a system, using volunteers as they are available, to 
provide every new arrival with an NYC ID card or other form of identification as soon as 
they arrive and help ensure that these cards can open quick access to libraries, parks, 

 
 



 

museums, etc. Where relevant, cards should be provided for free access to public 
transportation during people’s first few months in our state.  
 
There should be funding available for the groups that are organizing to help with arrivals 
when funds would make a difference. There should also be social workers supported by 
government who can do formal intake and triage and connect people to needed 
resources.  
 
There should be entry level health screenings as part of each intake system to address 
health problems in a timely fashion. There should be easy access to the shelters and 
hotels for faith leaders who wish to offer counseling and support to people in distress.  

Housing:  
 
Right now, we have people camping on streets, sleeping in overcrowded hotels and 
shelters, being given space in religious institutions and in private homes, and we have 
new large-scale rudimentary facilities being opened at significant cost with no 
neighborhood engagement. We have battles over housing vouchers and arguments 
about whether and where there are apartments available.  
 
Even worse, we are moving people in and out of facilities in ways that make it that much 
harder for them to put down roots and build community which makes it difficult for 
families to thrive. Unscrupulous contractors are luring people to other parts of the State 
where no advance planning has occurred, and tensions are consequently on the rise.  
 
We need joint government, community and private sector efforts to identify what shelter 
and housing spaces are available and to specify what laws and policies need to be 
revised and/or strengthened to make more.  
 
We need specific efforts by the State to identify State-owned facilities that can serve as 
shelters or be turned into housing and to require counties to do the same. And in the 
various shelter and temporary facilities that are identified there should be easy access for 
local volunteers, service groups and faith leaders—all ready to help people connect with 
local resources and get help with their particular problems.  
 
The City must identify apartments in public housing and apartments that are warehoused 
by private landlords and determine what is needed to make these spaces available. 
Private owners of commercial and office space throughout the State should be asked to 

 
 



 

collaborate in repurposing some of these spaces and creating new residential units. 
Incentives should be available to make these changes.  
 
As the City seeks to provide new beds and partner with the many houses of worship 
offering hospitality and assistance to migrants, it should bear in mind that one size 
partnership will not fit all. Thus, if a house of worship cannot meet city guidelines for one 
kind of partnership, its ministry of hospitality can still be acknowledged and supported in 
other ways. 
 
NOTE: We are acutely aware that the shelter and housing needs of this newly arrived 
group are not unique. There are acute needs for affordable housing throughout the State, 
and there are a raft of steps that need to be taken to house New Yorkers, recognizing 
that all of us have a right to shelter. Many of these steps would, if adopted, enhance 
housing opportunities for immigrants and asylum seekers as well. [see details in 
appendix]  
 
The recently released plan to require that single individuals leave their shelter and 
reapply into the system after 60 days should be terminated. This plan adds a further level 
of disruption to the system, making it impossible for people to put down roots, find useful 
local services from schools to health clinics, and build community.  

Education:  
 
The State has an obligation to provide quality education for every one of its students, 
and it has ongoing work to do in that regard. Meanwhile, the schools where newly arrived 
children are being enrolled are stepping forward to meet the needs of their new families, 
but those schools are asking for help. They need new teachers, teachers with language 
skills, social workers to meet with parents and help them with their vast range of needs.  
 
We should identify these needs school by school and district by district and for the 
system as a whole and engage the public in advocating at the city, county, state and 
federal levels of government for new funding. At the same time, we should avoid moving 
families from shelter to shelter, disrupting the relationships they are building for their 
children in our Schools.  
 
We should identify the amazing volunteer programs that have been set up in some 
schools to tutor children and to help families get clothing, legal aid and adult education. 
We should remove red tape that makes it hard for those programs to grow and work 
together to bring similar programs to every school. In several instances support is being 

 
 



 

provide by retired teachers and in others it is being provided by high school students 
helping younger children; these are programs which our groups would be eager to help 
grow if they were given easy access by the system.  
 
There are special efforts being made in some jurisdictions to identify and work with 
young adults, ages 18-24, or with budding professionals who require special programs 
from our schools and community colleges to pursue their future interests. We would be 
happy to help grow these programs and to provide volunteers to help them grow if we 
knew they would be allowed and advanced.  

Employment:  
 
The single biggest request from the immigrants and asylum seekers is for work. There 
must be a joint task force to identify what routes exist to speed up access to working 
papers. We deserve clarity as to what can be done by rule change,what requires 
legislation, what options for work have been created in the past for other migrant 
communities that have received  
 
temporary protected status, and what new steps could be taken to create at least 
temporary permits for employment. Would it be possible for localities and/or the State to 
issue such permits?  
 
There are vast needs for new workers in some key areas such as construction, 
restaurant and food service, hospital and home health care, and agriculture. We urge 
New York City and other cities and counties to work with the State, to engage with some 
of the large employers in these and other sectors, and to ask those employers to join in a 
comprehensive proposal to the Federal government to train and hire people and create 
legal routes to their employment.  
 
A petition to Washington made with corporate and union leaders would make a bigger 
impact than when the appeal comes only from government because it would promise 
actual employment and a route to financial independence. We have contact with groups 
that are ready to provide job training in various sectors if the permits are guaranteed. 

 

Transparency and Accountability:  
 

 
 



 

New York City, local counties, the State and the Federal Government need to disclose 
what monies have been allocated for what purposes and then identify the additional 
needs that are unmet, their cost, and how they propose filling the gaps.  
 
All of the individuals and organizations in this collaborative effort and, in fact, every 
resident of New York deserves full information as to how much money we have already 
received from the State and Federal governments and how that money has been spent 
so we can determine whether we are or are not getting our money’s worth.  
 
The public in each jurisdiction needs guidance as to exactly what monies we are asking 
for from the State and from DC and for what purposes. [see detailed questions in 
appendix]  
 
We must ensure that contracts that governments enter into to help address our 
challenges will be given to tested groups and will only be maintained if they are fulfilling 
their commitments.  
 
Information is coming from the many groups on the front lines as to when and where 
contractors are not meeting their obligations; it should be easier to get this information to 
government and to see results if, for example, showers are not working, decent food is 
not being delivered timely, or jobs are being falsely promised.  
 
Local governments need to determine what monies might be available to help the 
community organizations and houses of worship that are providing services free but, in 
some instances, need small grants to sustain their efforts. We know that both in the City 
and upstate there are groups that could do much more if they were able to get such help. 

City/County/State Collaboration:  

There is a clear need for additional involvement by the State. There are communities 
that could provide housing for many of these new New Yorkers if they had working 
papers. It does not work to send people into these communities with no advance 
notice, and none of us profit from lawsuits being filed by one community against 
another.  

We could expand resettlement of new arrivals by reaching out to mayors/county 
executives throughout the State to not only encourage them to receive new arrivals, but 
to help coordinate such relocation.  

 
 



 

We support invokingNew York Executive Law 29-a or other applicable law to invalidate 
executive orders in Counties that have refused to accept new arrivals; alternatively, the 
State should intervene in pending cases to overturn executive orders.  

Legal Services:  
 
We need a really full and honest accounting of what legal services are currently being 
offered and where; of what services are needed; and of where individual attorneys, major 
law firms and/or law students can be helpful. Is there work that could be done by 
volunteers to help people meet ICE demands, complete asylum applications, request 
working papers?  
 
The good news is that there are people ready to be trained to do that work, to avoid 
errors that would deny people aid.  
 
We need, as well, to pass NYS legislation which would establish the right to 
representation in immigration cases, as is now provided in criminal and housing cases.  

Health Care and Disability:  
 
We need legislation that would expand publicly subsidized health care to undocumented 
immigrants. We need to ensure language access in health settings, another area in 
which volunteers could be recruited and trained for this work. Not only physical but 
mental health services are needed to help deal with the trauma being experienced by 
many of the immigrants and asylum seekers.  

Immigration Policy:  
 
Recognizing that this is a longer-term issue, it is still critical for government and the 
engaged public to know what changes should be made in the asylum system, what can 
be done by Executive Order, and what legislative interventions are needed. Serious 
advocacy for these changes that came not only from City government but from the 
private sector, faith leaders and an informed public could help us make change faster.  

 

 
 



 

Conclusion:  
 
We end where we began. We propose a new covenant that brings the public, private and 
volunteer sectors together to engage as quickly and smoothly as possible to meet the 
needs of all of us and of our newest New Yorkers who, history and economists tell us, 
hold great promise for their future and ours.  
 
We are ready to go to work and hope that our elected representatives will engage with 
us to ensure that all resources are brought into play and that a concerned public, many 
with our immigrant backgrounds just a generation away, are mobilized to help make even 
more of a difference than we are making on our own. 
 

 

 
 



 

APPENDIX  
 
Specific recommendations for facilitating transportation to and arrivals in counties 
throughout the state, assuming that government or contract personnel who do this work 
have relevant experience and the interests of the client at heart:  

 
Partnership and communication between City and county personnel regarding 
who will be relocated and when and where they will be sent;  
 
Detailed information for receiving counties as to the gender, family status, age, 
country of origin, language and legal status of each person;  
 
Clear agreement on responsibilities of each level of government and on any 
contractor involved in the process, especially as to concerns dealing with 
immediate issues of health and safety; and  
 
Action by affected counties to develop partnerships with local community 
organizations, faith communities and grassroots groups that are eager to provide 
welcome and support and to ensure their access to immigrants and asylum 
seekers wherever they are staying.  

 
Specific recommendations for changes in housing policy that would benefit all New 
Yorkers experiencing challenges in finding permanent homes and would, as a result, 
directly help immigrants and asylum seekers now and into the future:  
 

Expand housing voucher programs;  
 

Enforce the right to shelter access statewide;  
 

Fund a broader rent subsidy plan; 
 
Increase the public assistance rent allowance and/or provide a rent supplement 
that aligns rent allowances with the housing market;  
 
Release the $400 million for rent subsidies authorized in previous budgets; and  
 
Ensure effective reentry planning for individuals being released from State prison 
to ensure that they have a place to live when they are released.  

 

 
 



 

Specific questions to be answered to enhance transparency:  
 

How much money has New York City received to date from the State and Federal 
government and how is it being spent?  
 
What is New York City’s contribution?  
 
Where is the money being spent? Are funds following people who are moved to 
areas outside the City? Are local groups in those areas receiving support? If no, 
why not?  
 
Is every municipality making full use of what volunteers have to offer and in what 
instances can those efforts be helped with financial Support? 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Full List of Supporters 
 
Afrikana, Adama Bah, Founder 
All Angels' Episcopal Church, Rev. Jarrett Kerbel, Priest-in-Charge 
A.M.E. Zion Church on the Hill, Rev. Charles Dzawu, Associate Minister  
Ansche Chesed, Jeremy Kalmanofsky, Rabbi 
Artists Athletes Activists, Power Malu, Executive Director 
Askwith Kenner Family Resource Center (at Manny Cantor Center), Marcia Blaie 
Callender, Associate Director of Family and Community Outreach 
Bay Ridge United Methodist Church, Rev. Matt Schaeffer, Pastor 
Bethel Community Church, Rev. Judy L. Brown, Pastor 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue, Hazzan Ayelet Porzecanski, Cantor 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue, Rabbi Romano, Associate Rabbi 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue, Rabbi Serge A. Lippe, Senior Rabbi 
Brooklyn Heights Synagogue Social Justice Committee, Susan Gold, Member 
Brotherhood Committee on the Refugee and Immigration Crisis, Barbara Stern, 
Chair 
Brotherhood Synagogue, Ms. Gail Fox, Member 
Capital Area Council of Churches, Peter Crasto-Donnelly, Board President 
Capital District Border Watch, Mr Victor Anderson, Member 
Capital District Border Watch, Mr. Richard Horan, Organizer 
Catholics Vote Common Good, Denise Murphy McGraw, Founder  
Center for the Welcoming Way, Inc., Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson, Executive 
Director  
Christ Church New Brighton, Rev. Trevor R. Babb, Rector 
Christ Church San Marcos, The Episcopal Church in Tarrytown, NY, Rev. William M. 
Baker, Rector 
Christ Church United Methodist NYC, Rev. Dr. Eric S. Park, Senior Minister 
Christ Church Washington Heights, Rev. Mickey Correa, LCSW, Pastor 
Christ Episcopal Church, Reverend Deacon Chris Colon, Deacon 
Church of the Ascension, Rev. Abidhananthar John, Rector 
Church of the Ascension NYC, Rev. Posey Krakowsky, Priest  
Church of the Holy Apostles, Rev. Susan E. Hill, Associate Rector 
The Church of St. Luke in the Fields, Mrs. Theresa Goldsborough, Warden 
Clinton Avenue United Methodist Church, Rev. Joy MacVane, Pastor 
Community Dialogue NYC, Clergy Joanna Fuentes-Singh, CEO 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Social Justice Manager Kiana Davis, Social Justice 
Manager  
Congregation Beth Elohim, Rabbi Rachel Timoner, Rabbi 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Rabbi José Rolando Matalon, Senior Rabbi 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Rabbi Shuli Passow 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Hazzan Ari Priven 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Rabbi Felicia Sol 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, Rabbi Rebecca Weintraub 
Congregation Gates of Heaven - Schenectady, Rabbi Matt Cutler, Rabbi/Chief 
Spiritual Officer 
Congregation Rodeph Sholom, Annette Orenstein 
Congregation Tehillah, Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn, Rabbi 
Crawford Memorial United Methodist Church, Dr. Karree-Lyn Gordon 
Durham Memorial AME Zion Church, Rev. Michael D. Bell, Pastor 
Duryee Memorial AME Zion Church & NAACP #2175, Rev. Nicolle D. Jean-Simon, 
Pastor/ President  
East End Temple, Ms. Marcella Rosen, Social Action Committee Member 
Ecclesia Ministries of New York, The Rev. Dr. Clyde Kuemmerle, Executive Director & 
Pastor 
Episcopal Church of the Heavenly Rest, Rev. Dr. Bob Dannals, Interim Rector 
Episcopal Church of the Heavenly Rest, Mr. Lucas Thorpe, Director of Outreach 
Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, Rev. Marie A. Tatro, Canon for Community Justice 
Ministry 
Families for Freedom, Ms. Janay Cauthen, Executive Director 
First Central Baptist Church, Pastor Demetrius Carolina, Senior Pastor  
First Central Baptist Church, Rev. Antoinnette Donegan, Assistant to the Pastor, 
Community Engagement  
First Lutheran Church, Albany, Rev. D. Lowell Chilton, Pastor 
The First Presbyterian Church of New York City, Rev. Emily Brewer, Associate Pastor 
for Mission and Social Justice 
First Spanish Presbyterian Church of Brooklyn, Rev. Daniel Rivera, Pastor  
First Reformed Church, Schenectady, NY, Rev. Dr. Robert A. White, Minister Emeritus 
Hindus for Human Rights, Sunita Viswanath, Cofounder & Executive Director 
Holyrood / Santa Cruz Episcopal Diocese of New York, Rev. Anahi Galante, LCSW, 
Priest-in-Charge 
Housing Works, Inc., Rev. Charles King, CEO 
Hudson River Zen Center and Peacemaker Community, Roshi Grover Genro Gauntt, 
Vice President  
Immigration Law & Justice New York - A United Methodist Immigration Ministry, 
Rev. Paul Fleck, Executive Director 
Individual and SAJ Judiasm that Stands for All, Ms Myra Miller Zuckerbraun, Chair of 
SOJAC, Social Justice Committee 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

Interfaith Center of New York, Mrs. Sylvie Sun, Board member  
Judson Memorial Church, Rev. Micah Bucey, Senior Minister 
Justice Ministries Committee, Presbytery of NYC (PCUSA), Rev. Jeffrey Courter, 
Committee Chair 
Kingdom Faith Developers, Bishop Kermitt L Williams, Chairman/President 
La Iglesia del Pueblo, Pastor Arelis M. Figueroa, Lead Pastor 
Let's Talk SAFETY, Inc., Dr. Felecia Pullen, President & CEO 
Long Island Presbytery, CRE E. Magalene McClarrin, Commissioned Ruling Elder 
Mañana Otro Día, Gina Cirrito, Co-Founder 
Manhattan Church of Christ, Minister Carl Garrison, Minister of Homeless & 
community outreach  
Mariners’ Temple Baptist Church, Mehabub Bhuiyan, Property Manager 
Masjid Al-Haram USA, Imam Ammar Abdul Rahman, Imam/Director of community 
Engagement and Youth Activities 
Masjid Jamhiyatu Ansarudeen, Ajie Awa Bah, Coordinator  
Micah Interfaith Coalition, Rev. Joel Anthony Gibson, Director 
Middle Church, Rev. Natalie R. Perkins, Minister for Worship and Online Community 
Mid-Sullivan Parish NYAC UMC, Rev. Jorge A. López, Senior Pastor 
Midtown South Community Church, Ms. Sharon Jasprizza 
Muslim Community Center Of New York City, Soniya Ali, Executive Director 
New York Annual Conference, the United Methodist Church, Bishop Thomas J. 
Bickerton, Episcopal Leader 
New York Conference United Women in Faith, Ms. Patricia Knebel, President 
New York Jewish Agenda, Nancy K. Kaufman, Board chair 
New York Jewish Agenda, Phylisa Wisdom, Executive Director  
New York State Council of Churches, Rashida Tyler, Deputy Executive Director  
NY State Council of Churches, Rev. John D. Paarlberg, Social Justice Commission 
No Limits Learning, Naveed Hasan, Founding Director 
North American Climate, Conservation and Environment (NACCE), Mr. Jerry Rivers, 
Environmental Scientists  
Open Hearts Initiative, Candice Braun, Advisory Board 
Pamsula Zen Center, Rev. Daiken Nelson, Founder & Guiding Teacher 
Pamsula Zen of Westchester, Rev. Seth Zuiho Segall, Zen Buddhist Priest 
Presbytery of NYC, Rev. Dr. Mary Newbern-Williams, Transitional Presbyter 
Presbytery of NYC, Rev. Jeffrey Courter, Justice Ministries Committee Chair 
Prophetic Whirlwind Fellowship, Apostle Onleilove Chika Alston, Founder  
Queens Reformed Church, Rev. Mornier Rich, Pastor 
Regional Synod of New York, Rev. Dr. Micheal Edwards, Executive Minister 
Riders Alliance, Danny Pearlstein, Policy & Communications Director 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

The Riverside Church in the City of New York, Reverend Adriene Thorne, Senior 
Minister 
Riverside Salem UCC/DoC, Rev. Catherine Rieley-Goddard, Pastor 
Riverside Sojourners, Dr. Frances Connell, Co-coordinator 
Rural & Migrant Ministry Inc., Rev. Richard Witt, Executive Director 
SAJ Judaism That Stands For All, Rabbi Lauren Grabelle Herrmann, Rabbi 
SAJ Judaism That Stands for All, Ms Myra Miller Zuckerbraun, Chair of Social Justice 
Committee 
The Selma and Lawrence Ruben Base UWS, Danny Stein, Rabbi 
Shalom Friends Detention Visitation Group, Ms. Ilana Wallach, Founder. 
Co-Coordinator 
Sisters of Mercy Justice Team, Sister Catherine C. Darcy, Resource Manager for NY 
State 
Sisters of St Joseph Brentwood, Sister Tesa Fitzgerald CSJ, President 
South Brooklyn Sanctuary, Rev. Pastor Juan Carlos Ruiz, Co-Director, 
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church, Jennifer Owen, Rector 
St. John of God Parish - CACINA, Bishop Anthony W. Green, Pastor 
St. Martin's Episcopal Church (Harlem), Rev. Patrick J. Williams, Priest-in-Charge 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Harlem The Rev. Mary Foulke, Rector 
St. Mary's-in-Tuxedo Episcopal Church, Fr. Richard Datos-Robyn, Rector 
St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC, Rev. Lea Matthews, Associate Pastor 
St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC, Nancy Meyers, Lay Leader 
St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC, Andrea Steinkamp, Assistant Pastor 
St. Paul & St. Andrew UMC, Deaconess Mary Ellen Kris, Engaged member of laity 
Staten Island Inter-Religious Leadership, Rev. Karen Pershing, Co-Chair 
Support Migrants, Pastor Anna North 
Synagogue Coalition on the Refugee and Immigration Crisis, Judith B. Bass, 
Co-Chair 
Synagogue Coalition on the Refugee and Immigration Crisis, Charlie Davidson, 
Co-Chair 
Temple Shaaray Tefila, Jolie Schwab, Member 
Temple Shaaray Tefila, Rabbi Joel Mosbacher, Senior Rabbi 
Temple Shaaray Tefila, Jennifer Wendy, Member 
The Brotherhood Committee on the Refugee and Immigrant Crisis, Ms. Jenny 
Amanda Hurwitz, Member of the BCRIC and of the Brotherhood Synagogue 
The Church of Gethsemane (PCUSA), Minister Chibueze Okorie, Minister/Director of 
Project Connect 
The Church of the 3 Saints: John, Paul + Clement, Rev. Petero Sabune, Priest In 
Charge 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

The Episcopal Church of Grace and Resurrection, East Elmhurst, Rev. Jean-Pierre 
Seguin, Priest-in-Charge 
The Hindu Temple Society of North America, SivaSri M.R. Ravi Vaidyanaat 
Sivachariar, Director of Religious Affairs 
The New York Annual Conference Board of Church and Society, Rev. Siobhan 
Sargent Faustino, Chair 
The Riverside Church in the City of NY, Rev. Adriene Thorne, Senior Minister 
The Riverside Church Prison Ministry, Sheila Rule, Co-Leader 
The Shul of New York, Rabbi Susan Falk, Rabbi 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Plattsburgh, Rev. Nicoline Guerrier, Minister 
United Church of Christ, Rev. Bridget Fidler, Minister 
United Madrassi Association Inc., Karmacharya Vijah Ramjattan, Founder & President 
United Methodists of Upper New York, Bishop Héctor Burgos Núñez,  
United Presbyterian Church, Owego, Rev. Bruce Gillette 
United Presbyterian Church, Owego, Rev. Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 
Upstate NY Synod, Rev. Imani Olear, Associate with the Bishop for Justice Ministries 
WarCry for our children (Community), Elder Valerie Montgomery, Founder 
West End Synagogue, Amy Chasanoff, Board member/co-chair of SAC 
West End Synagogue, Rabbi Emily Cohen 
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration, Dara Less, Advocacy Committee 
Co-Chair 
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration, Holly Rosen Fink, President 
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration, Mr. Robert Klein, Neighbors for 
Refugees 
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration, Judy Fensterman, Secretary of Board 
of Directors 
Women in Need, Inc. Hannah Tager, Manager of Policy and Advocacy 
Women of Reform Judaism, Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch, Executive Director 
 
Stuart Aaronson 
Rev. Andrea Abbott 
Professor Martha Ackelsberg 
Ms. Dongmyung Ahn 
Mrs. Grace Akuamoah 
Ms. Julia R. Alberino  
Rev. Eddie Alleyne 
Ms. Ellen Andrews 
Andrea Arzt 
Rev. A. Elisabeth Aurand 

Karin Baere 
Kenneth Baker 
Diana Bartlett 
Jane Yu Barron貝慈懿 
Yamily Bass-Choate 
Rev. Kevin D. Bean 
Rev. Dr. Eugene Belilovsky 
Rev. Dr. Alan Bentz-Letts 
Cantor Melissa Berman 
Mr. Jose Berrios 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

Mr. Charles Blank 
Richard Blum 
Mr. Carl Blumenthal 
Rev. Dr. Deacon Eugene Bourquin 
Rev. Melissa Boyer 
Clare Brennan 
Rev. Emily Brewer 
Ann Brockschmidt 
Ms. Meta Brunzema 
Ms. Pat Burke 
Rev. John E. Capen 
Mrs. Dorothy Carey 
Rev. Dr. Karyn Carlo 
Reverend Lynn Carman Bodden 
Kathryn Carroll 
Christine Clare 
Sister Faith Colligan, DC 
Dr. Karen E Collins 
Mr. Donald Conrad 
Rev. J. Cooper Conway 
Rev. Dorothea Crites 
Pastor David Czeisel 
Chaplain Natasha Dachos 
Rev. Doris K. Dalton 
Rev. Dr. Bob Dannals 
Rachel Danzing 
Rev. Dr. Hermon L. Darden Jr. 
Mary Rothwell Davis 
The Rev. Canon John E. Denaro 
Maryanne DeProphetis 
Sumati Devadutt 
Joel Diamond 
Suresh Dianand 
Rev. Ximena A. Diaz 
Beth Diefendorf 
Lissa Dodington 
Reverend Lisa L. Drysdale 
Rev. John P Duffell 
The Rev. Victoria Duncan 

Amanda Durant 
Avery Elliot 
Rabbi Barat Ellman 
Dr. Rainer Engelken 
David Esmond 
Sarah Sophie Flicker 
Amanda Frei 
Dr. Anne Foerst 
Rev. Dr. Robert Foltz-Morrison 
Matías Gallegos Ruiz 
Rev. Rafael Garcia 
Ms. Beth Gelfond 
Barbara Gerolimatos 
Jack Gilroy 
Rev. Sara Giron-Ortiz 
Bishop Mary D. Glasspool 
Rachel Glube 
Dr. Varun Kejriwal Goel 
Margaret Carlin Good 
Rev. Kathleen P. Gorman-Coombs 
Janet Griebert 
Rev. Lynne A. Grifo 
Dr. Carol Gross 
Dr. Ellen Gruber Garvey 
Rebecca Grudzina-Macias 
Dr. Leo Guardado 
Jacqueline Gutwirth 
Rev. Mary K. Guy 
Rev. James B. Hagen 
Ms. Donna Haines 
Naveed Hasan 
Rev. Dr. Meredith Hawkins 
Ivan Helfand 
Ana Maria Teresa Hernandez y Lopez 
Seth J. Herndon 
Rev. Susan E. Hill 
Dr. KA Hogan 
Miss Melinda Holm 
Ms. Lisa Holton 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

Ms. Janet Huston 
Mr. Scott Andrew Hutchins 
Frederick W. Jackson 
Rev. Lauren Ahava Jacobs 
Melissa Jameson 
Christie Jeffers 
Lyle R. Jenks 
Rev. Abidhananthar John 
Rev. Bette Johnson Sohm 
Ms. Peacequeen Alyce Johnson-Morton 
Ms. Beverley Johnstone 
Namoi Jones 
Mr. Trafford Judd 
Rabbi Sammy Kanter 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz 
Lori Kapner Hosp 
Rabbi Juliana Karol 
Ms. Tavoria Kellam 
Kim Kelly 
The Ven. Michael S. Kendall 
Ms. Anne McCarthy Kennedy 
Danielle King 
Mr. Jacob King 
Sister Honora M. Kinney, C.S.J. 
Ms. Patricia Knebel 
Rev. Dr. Janice Kotuby 
The Rev. Charles Kramer 
Nivedita Kumar 
Rev. Denise LaVetty 
Mx. Matthew Lavoie 
Ms. Eileen Leonard 
Susan Lerner 
Sr. Louise Levesque 
Brian Lifsec 
Rev. Alexis Lillie 
Rev. Yvonne Logan 
Ms. Becca Love 
Rebecca Maclean 
Sarah Manzano 

Maria & Roger Markovics 
Carol Martin 
Rev. Dr. Charles Mayer 
Rev. Mary McCarthy 
Julie McGovern Voyzey 
Ms. Carol McLoughlin 
Tara Mcmanus 
Chaplin Dannie McQueen 
Mrs. Anne Melanson 
James Melchiorre 
Dr. Christine Meyer 
Mary Meyer 
Dr. Dana Minaya 
Rev. Dr. Cris Mogenson 
Reverend Frank Morales 
Elizabeth Mow 
Mrs. Elizabeth Myers 
Rabbi Samantha Natov 
Mary Nell Hawk 
Rev. Zack Nyein 
Pastor Jim O'Hanlon 
Rev. Ifeanyi Obiechefu 
Alito Orsini 
Rev. Emmanuel Ozuruonye 
Rev. Joseph Parrish 
Kathryn Parker 
John R. Pattison 
Phillip Paul 
Rev. Gloria Payne-Carter 
The Rev. Dr. Anna Pearson 
Ms. Marilyn Peck Francescon 
Michelle Pelan 
Francine Perlman 
Arusha Persaud 
The Rev. Canon K. Jeanne Person 
Rev. Steven Pinkston 
Alissa Platcow 
Pam Pooley 
Psychologist Nina Prudden 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 



 
 

Alison J Quin 
Ms. Susie Reiss 
Ms. Sheila B. Renert 
Heidi Rieger 
Paula A. Roberts 
Mary Ellen Ros 
The Rev. Margaret Rose 
Rabbi Jennie Rosenn 
Mr. Ronald O. Ross 
Mary Russell 
Rev. Charles Ryu 
Rabbi Dalia Samansky 
Phillip Saperia 
Rev. Peggy Ann Sauerhoff 
Rev. Mira Sawlani-Joyner 
Rev. Johanna Shafer 
Rev. Michael Shafer 
Ashley Malmfeldt Shepherd 
Parishioner Greg Scholl 
Carol Scott 
Benjamin Setiawan 
Jeanne Shanahan 
Rev. James Sheehan 
Astrild Siolkowski 
Ms. Carol E Skyrm 
Rev. Dr. Denise Smartt Sears 
Dr. Neithe Soleyn 
Rev. Naomi Sorrwar-Randall 
Dr. Elizabeth Speck 
Ms. Isabel Spencee 
Rabbi Rafi Spitzer 
Giselle Stanley 
Rabbi Joshua Stanton 
Michelle Stanley 
Phyllis Starkman 
Rev. Dr. William Stell 
Arleen Stern 
Ms. Jennifer Stevens 

Rev. Cynthia Stravers 
Rev. Pam Strobel 
Rev. Richard Suero 
Rev. Margaret H. Sullivan 
The Rev. Kristin Swanson 
Dr. Nelly Szlachter 
Ms. Susan Thal 
Ilze C. Thielmann 
Rev. GP Thomas 
Madelyn Thorne 
Sarah Townley 
The Reverend Hank Tuell 
Tim Vambell 
James Weeks 
Elizabeth Weisser 
Denis Whalen 
Rebekah Rose White 
Sr. Susan Wilcox, CSJ 
Ms. Laura Wolff 
Rev. Gail R. Wolling 
Faith Wu 
Alice Yurke, Esq. 
Dr. Michael Zingman 
Professor Mary Marsh Zulack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Updated February 16, 2023, 12:00 pm ET 


	COVENANT WITH ONE ANOTHER TO WELCOME NEW YORK’S NEWEST NEW YORKERS  
	Executive Summary:  
	Introduction:  
	Arrivals:  
	Housing:  
	Education:  
	Employment:  
	Transparency and Accountability:  
	City/County/State Collaboration:  
	Legal Services:  
	Health Care and Disability:  
	Immigration Policy:  
	 
	Conclusion:  
	APPENDIX  
	Full List of Supporters 


