Statement on the lockdown and the COVID-19 epidemic

We are a group of scientists, academics and public health professionals.

The lockdown imposed by the government of India has allowed those who have the means to
survive for 21 days and beyond, to stay at home to protect their health. But, for more than 90%
of the workforce, which is in the unorganized sector or informally employed in the organized
sector, and especially for casual labourers who earn on a daily basis, the lockdown is both an
immediate health risk and an economic catastrophe.

Since the lockdown has been justified by epidemiological considerations, in this statement, we
would like to draw attention to some important epidemiological aspects of the lockdown.

e A lockdown of society, by itself. is not a cure for the COVID-19 epidemic and itis a
stratagem for winning some time for the healthcare system. Epidemiological models
consistently suggest that, in the absence of other factors, the epidemic could bounce
back once the lockdown is lifted. If this were to happen at the end of India’s lockdown,
the epidemic would hit a society already under severe economic distress, with potentially
devastating consequences.

Therefore, a_post-lockdown plan is necessary that will ensure that the rate of new

infections is kept low in a sustainable manner when the lockdown ends. While social
distancing and better hygiene can help, these measures are insufficient by themselves.
We are deeply concerned that the government of India has not released a roadmap,
detailing how it plans to deal with the epidemic, once the lockdown is eased. We believe
that such a plan should have been put in place before the lockdown was announced,
and we urge the government to do so as soon as possible. Such a move would also
enhance the confidence of people in the government’s long-term strategy.

e More testing is necessary: The lockdown may succeed in temporarily suppressing the
epidemic, at great social cost, but we are concerned that the government is not using

this precious interval of time to actually identify as many cases of COVID-19 as possible.
In particular, the current restricted testing-policy creates the risk that a large number of
mildly symptomatic or asymptomatic cases—which constitute the majority of
infections—will remain undetected even at the end of the lockdown period. These cases
could easily serve as the nucleus for the epidemic to bounce back.

So, we urge the ICMR and the Government of India to take immediate steps to expand
India’s testing regimen. We hope that recent advances in testing-techniques will allow
India to follow the recommendations of the World Health Organizations which has
consistently recommended large-scale testing, followed by additional targeted measures
as a possible method of controlling the epidemic.

e Risks of a reverse migration: The exodus triggered by the lockdown also carries the
risk that the virus will be rapidly carried to all parts of India, including those where

healthcare facilities are the weakest. This can precipitate both an epidemiological and a
humanitarian crisis. Rather than attempting to prevent the reverse migration, using the
police, we urge the government to use its stocks of foodgrains and use urgent cash



transfers to ensure the food-security and welfare of workers and ensure that they are not
compelled to undertake long and unsafe journeys, which have already led to a number
of deaths.

We earnestly hope that the government will take the concerns above on board. As members of
scientific community, we offer our complete support to the people and possible expertise in
combating this disease and in ensuring that our country emerges from this difficult period with
as little loss of life as possible.
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473|Sandip George University of Groningen, Netherlands
474 |Debanjan Chowdhury IISER Mohali
Formerly of Centre for Studies in Social Sciences,
475|Manabi Majumdar Calcutta
476 |Akshay IIT Bombay
477|Dr P A Azeez Retired (Former Director, SACON, Coimbatore)
478 |Adarsh Chintalapati IIM -B
479|Pradeepkumar Yadav BITS Pilani
480(Somakraj Banerjee Jadavpur University




481 [Palash Singh IISER Pune

482|R. Santhosh IIT Madras

483 |Ashoke Sen HRI

484 |Subith Kumar Physical Research Laboratory

485|Subhadip Chakraborti International Centre for Theoretical Sciences
Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science,

486 [Parthasarathi Majumdar Kolkata

487 |Sankalp Agrawal IISER Mohali

488 [Nitya Sambamurti Ghotge Anthra

489(Shihab Khan Indian Institute of Technology Bombay

490|Javed Malick Delhi University

491 [Nissim Kanekar National Centre for Radio Astrophysics, Pune

492 |Deesha Divecha IISER Mohali

493 |Naval Kishor PRL Ahmedabad

494 Souparna Dhar RKMVERI

495]Alladi Sitaram Indian Statistical Institute(Retd.)

496 [Dimple Oberoi Vahali Independent Activist

497 [Rajat Tandon University of Hyderabad (retd)

498 |(Vijaya.V Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti,Lodhar,Kanpur-208016

499|Dev Saif Gangjee University of Oxford

500 | Arijit Sinha JNCASR

501 |Deepanjali Gupta Jadavpur University




502

Aparajita Dasgupta

IIT, Delhi

503 [Rohit Varman University of Birmingham

504 |Nairit Sur NISER

505 | Abhijit Majumder IITB

506 |Saptarshi Paul IIT Kanpur

507 |Varun Sahni IUCAA

508 |Bireshwar Roy Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
509 |Prokash Kumar Kundu ICTS

510|Karim Mosani BITS Pilani, Goa

511|Saili Dutta SPS, NISER

512|Nishant IIT Delhi

513|Parth Kapoor IISER Mohali

514 [Pomita Ghoshal LNMIIT

515|Rajeev Singh Rathour IISER-PUNE

516 |Dr.Ashish Anand Indian Institute of Science

517 [Madhurima Bhattacharjee Baylor University

518 |Abhay Srivastav Harish Chandra Research Institute
519|Swastik Chowbay Indian institute of Astrophysics
520|Dr. Sushi Kadanakuppe V. S. Dental College and Hospital, Bengaluru, India
521 |Savithri Singh Retired from University of Delhi
522|Yogesh IISER Mohali

523|Bhavya IISER Mohali




524 |sreangsu acharyya MSR India

525|Baibhav Singari NISER

526 [Nirupam Roy Indian Institute of Science

527 | Abhirup Ghosh MPI for Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein Institute)

528 |Sonali Rakshit Indian Institute of Management Bangalore

529|Ravinder Banyal IIA, Bangalore

530|Anurag Kaushal TIFR Mumbai

531|R Ramachandran IIT Kanpur (Retd.) IMSc Chennai (Retd.)

532 |Fidha Nazreen IISER Mohali

533 |Rhitaja Sengupta Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore

534 |Santanu Dutta Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education. TIFR.
Former Senior Research Fellow of Department of

535|Upasana Samanta Mathematics, Jadavpur Univers

536 |VIVEK KUMAR GUPTA CSIR-INDIAN INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL BIOLOGY

537 |Dvij Mankad Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel

538 (Shauri University of Saarland

539|Gaurav Singh IISER Mohali

540 |Sumit Kumar Birwa University of Cambridge

541 [Shilpa Vasavada Independent

542 |Sudhir Chella Rajan Indian Institute of Technology Madras

543|Genesia R. Student

544 |Mehak IISER, Mohali




Indian Institute of Science Education and Research

545|Sourav Das Mohali
546 | Amit Adhikary 11ISc, Bangalore
547 |Suchitra Mathur IIT Kanpur
548 |Avijit Mandal IIIT Bangalore
549|Yateendra Sihag IISER Mohali
550|BARBARA HARRISS-WHITE Oxford University
551|Sankalp Choudhuri IISER Pune
552|Sneha Visakha Legal Researcher
553|DEBJOTY PAUL RKMVERI
554 |Jayita Lahiri Harish-Chandra Research Institute
555]Zinnia Mallick Institute of Nano Science and Technology
556 |Ali Jawad CAS manjeshwaram
557|Adarsh IISER Mohali
National Institute of Science Education and Research
558 Swaroop (NISER), Bhubaneswar
559 |Tanusree Saha University of Nova Gorica
560|T. Jayaraman MSSRF
561 |Imrankhan Mulani IISER Pune
562 |Sudipta Dutta IIT KANPUR
563 |Suparna Saha Ballygunge Science College
564 |Mayank Singh McGill University
565 |Sujit Kumar Nath University of Leeds




566 |Shainy Ojha Banaras Hindu University

567 Sagari R Ramdas Food Sovereignty Alliance, India

568 [Parthiv Haldar Indian Institute of Science

569 |Brinda Adige Global Concerns India

570|Anush Kapadia IIT Bombay

571|Dr Nishant Singh R Jiyonath hospital, Muzaffarnagar, UP
572|N. Raghavendra Harish-Chandra Research Institute
573|Chhotebhai Convenor, Indian Catholic Forum to
574|Chitra R Azim Premiji University

575(Subhayan University of Maryland, College Park
576 |Sk Sazim Institute of Physics, SAS, Bratislava
577 |Jaydeep Kumar Basak IIT Kanpur

578|Kalyan Ray Former Professor, Jadavpur University
579 |Kabir Husain University of Chicago

580 |Rudranil Basu Harvard University

581 |Shuvajit Mukherjee Bauhaus University of Weimar
582|SAYANTAN ACHARYA CSIR NCL

583 |Ananya Mukherjee Physical Research Laboratory

584 |Ramadas N Chennai Mathematical Institute, Chennai
585]|Ayanangshu Das IISER Bhopal

586

Apurba K Baruah

Assam School of Journalism

587

Dip Das

IISER Bhopal




588 |Bala lyer ICTS-TIFR

589|Nikhil Tanwar IISER Mohali

590 |Subhajyoti Bandyopadhyay University of Florida

591 Mira Johri Université de Montréal

592|Syamal Dana Jadavpur University

593 (T R Vishnu Chennai Mathematical Institute

594 |Shivam Kumar Visva-Bharati

595]Alokmay Datta CSIR-CGCRI

596 |Srimanta Banerjee TIFR, Mumbai

597 [Nirmalya Kajuri Chennai Mathematical Institute

598 |Saumav Kapoor ICTS

599 [Deepankar Basu University of Massachusetts Amherst
600 [Kavita Ramanan Brown University

601 [Pratik Chattopadhyay The University of Nottingham
602|Sonal Kedia Brandeis

603 |Aalok Varma National Centre for Biological Sciences
604 [Aarushi University of Delhi

605|Ranjan Laha CERN

606 |Akshit Goyal Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
607 [Bapan Debnath Raman Research Institute

608|S. M. Roy Retired .

609 | Triparno Bandyopadhyay TIFR, Mumbai




610

NILANJANA GOSWAMI

Heidelberg,

611|Rohit Ramakrishnan Indian Institute of Science Bangalore
612|Geetha Venkataraman AUD

613|Md Sabir Ali TIFR Mumbai

614 Sunil Kumar Sake TIFR

615|Sumita deb Self employed

616 |Uttiya Sarkar Tata Institute of Fundamental Research Mumbai
617 |Maidul Islam CSSSC

618 |Alokemoy Basu Acharya Brajendra Nath Seal College
619|Gopa Sardar IIT Bombay

620 |Abhishek Bhrushundi Rutgers University

Physics department, Syracuse University, Syracuse,

621|A.P.Balachandran NY 13210, USA

622 |Debapriya Das IISER MOHALI

623 |Rishabh Gupta Private Organization

624 |Sandeep Kumar Rai IISER MOHALI

625|Preetha Saha IIT Kharagpur

626 |Binitha Thampi IIT Madras

627 |Arghya Mondal TIFR, Mumbai

628 |DEBASIS SENGUPTA INDIAN STATISTICAL INSTITUTE
629 |Palash Baran Pal Calcutta University

630

SOURAV GOPE

Indian association for the cultivation of science




631

Sashwat Tanay

University of Mississippi

632|Ankan Sur Nicolaus Copernicus Astronomical Center, Warsaw
633 |Soumya Ranjan Das 11ISc
634 |Subhodeep Bhattacharya NCBS
635 |Aritra Ghosh Yale University
636 |sumanta mukherjee self employed
637 |Subhadipa Das Harimohan Ghose college
638 |Procheta Mallik Innovation and Science Promotion Foundation
639|Ashish B. George Boston University
640 Shanmukh Indian institute of science
641 |Subhadip Biswas University of Sheffield
642 |Sounak Sarkar Aarhus University, Denmark
CALCUTTA NATIONAL MEDICAL COLLEGE
643|DR.SUBHASIS PAL HOSPITAL
C.N. Yang Institute for Theoretical Physics, Stony
644 |Vivek Saxena Brook University
645 |Resmi Lekshmi IIST, Trivandrum
646|Saurav Dutta IIT Madras
647 |Ratul Mahanta Harish-Chandra Research Institute
Retd. Professor of Physics, Instituteof Physics,
648 [KALYAN KUNDU Bhubaneswar
649|Caroline Celine NIT, Bhopal
650]A. Vinaya Kumar IIT Madras




651|Satyam sangeet NIT BHOPAL

652 |Ananda Dasgupta IISER Kolkata

653|Joe Ninan The Pennsylvania State University

654 |Parthanil Roy Indian Statistical Institute

655|ANSHUL MISHRA I.L.T. Madras

656 [Surya Teja Gavva Rutgers University

657 [Ishan Mata BITS Pilani

658 [Koel Das IISER Kolkata

659 |Chandan Kumar Maurya Banaras Hindu University

660 |Gopal Prakash IMSC

661 |Dhruba Saikia IUCAA

662 [Proteep Mallik Azim Premiji University

663 | Arijit Bishnu Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata
Inter-University = Centre  of  Astronomy and

664 | Tathagata Ghosh Astrophysics

665|Ganesh C. Paul Institute of Physics, Bhubaneswar

666 K. Narayan Chennai Mathematical Institute

667 |Indranil Mukhopadhyay OP Jindal Global University

668 |Biswajit Pabi S N Bose National centre for Basic sciences

669|Souvik Bera IISc

670|Jishnu Bhattacharyyq None

671 |Lavi Kumar Upreti Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon




672|Bindusar Sahoo IISER Thiruvananthapuram
International Centre for Theoretical Sciences,
673 |Sarthak Duary Bangalore.
International Centre for Theoretical Sciences,
674 |Priyadarshi Paul Bangalore
675]lpsita Das ICFO-Institute of Photonic Sciences
676 |Shreya Das Sharma In-Stem- NCBS
677 |Amolak Ratan Kalra University of Calgary
678(Dr. Indra Balachandran Albany College if Pharmacy and Health Sciences
679|Mrittika Biswas Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai
680|ALHAMD KHAN University of Calgary
681|Vidya TNC JNCASR
682 [Nishant Agrawal University of Alberta
683 |Balasubramaniam K. M. Independent
684 |Subhojit Roy Harish-Chandra Research Institute
685|Arnob Ray Indian Statistical Institute
686 | Tejal Kanitkar National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru
Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics, AEI,
687 |Sumit Kumar Hannover
688|Anand A Indian Institute of Management Bangalore
689 |Manoj Puravankara TIFR, Mumbai
690 |Suresh Kumarasamy Bharathidasan University
691 |Anwesh Bhattacharya Institut Langevin, ESPCI Paris




692

Preeti Kharb

NCRA

693

Aruna Gupta

BITS PILANI

694 |Aswathy Raveendran BITS Pilani, Hyderabad Campus

695 |jaya mehta joshi Adhikari Institute of Social Studies
health activist with National Alliance of People's

696 |Suhas Kolhekar Movements

697 |Mostaid Ahmed The Neotia University

698 [Nandini Manjrekar TISS Mumbai

699|CB Vaswar Dash BITS Pilani, Pilani campus

700|Suvadip Panda IIT ISM Dhanbad

701 |Kushal Kumar Reddy Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

702|Vinay Kumar Jha Concerned Citizen of India

703|Sandhya Srinivasan Freelance writer

704 [Somnath Chakraborty TIFR Mumbai

705|Ashirbani Bardhan University of Calcutta

706 [Siddharth Bharath University of Minnesota

707 | Sujit Chauhan IIT BOMBAY

708 |Nilofer Begum Freie Universitat Berlin

709 [Krishna Hanumanthu Chennai Mathematical Institute
710(Gaganjot IIT Kanpur

711|Nidhi Rathi Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
712|Aditi Ajith Pujar Indian Institute of Science




713 |Surojit Dalui IIT Guwahati

714|SARIKA MAITRA BHATTACHARYYA | CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory
715]|Rajalakshmi R Independent

716|Sayali Bhatkar IISER Pune

717 |Reetika Khera IIM Ahmedabad

718|Pramod Pawar IUCAA, Pune

719|Shreyansh Singh Bits Pilani Goa Campus
720|Pallavi Bhat University of Leeds

721 |Ashish Kothari Pune

Norwegian Institute of Life Sciences (NMBU), As,

722|Soumen Dey Norwayay

723 |Arun Karthik B IIT Kanpur

724 Jayanti Basu University of Calcutta
725]|Krithika Srinivasan University of Edinburgh
726 |Aritram Dhar IISER Mohali

727 [Sanjeev Ghotge Retd Climate Researcher
728|Somak Basistha TIFR, Mumbai
729|Soumya Dey IMSc Chennai
730(Farah Ishtiaq None

731|Lalita IIT Delhi




732 |Dilawar Khan
Public sector
733]Arun Kalra Freelancer
734 |Surbhi PG
735(LAKSHMI CHITHRA DILIPKUMAR |lIT Madras
736 [Sheetal Kalyani IIT Madras
737 |Bharati Puri IIT Delhi
738 |benu verma T
739|Vrinda Nandi, Ph.D. Consultant Drug Discovery, ex AstraZeneca
740 KHURSHID AHMAD TATA INSTITUTE OF FUNDAMENTAL REASEARCH
741 |Parvathy IST Austria
742 |Saientan Bag Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany
743|Shivprasd Patil IISER
744 | Archisman Ghosh Leiden Univeristy
745|Aditya Chowdhury NCRA-TIFR
746 |Surbhi Sinha TIFR, Mumbai
747 |Amit Kumar Swaraj Abhiyan
748|Joydip Sarkar TIFR, MUMBAI
749 Abhishek Navhal Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
750Nilanjana Kumar University of Delhi
751 |george kandathil iima, ahmedabad
752 |Arun Kumar DU ALUMNUS
753|Satish Chand Abbi Retired from IIT Delhi.
Max Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics-Albert
754 (Megha Dave Einstein Institute




755|Manidipa Sen JNU
756 |Nishant Gupta The Institute of Mathematical Sciences
757 |Matap Shankar IIT Guwahati
758 |Pratik Tarafdar SNBNCBS
759|Chayant Gonsalves National Centre for Biological Sciences (Bangalore)
760|Vaishali NCBS, Bengaluru
761 |Karthick Babu IMSc, Chennai.
762 |Pritha Banerjee University of Calcutta
763 |Vivek Tyagi Queens
764 |Suresh Devasahayam CMC, Vellore
765|SAGNIK CHATTERJEE IISER BHOPAL
766 [Harini Desiraju SISSA
767 |Meghna Soni Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad
768 |Oindrila Ganguly Physical Research Laboratory
769|Arnab Laha IISER PUNE
770|Anweshi Dewan IISER Pune
771|TANAY PAUL University of Calcutta
772]|Sayan Roy IISER Bhopal
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research,
773 |Shatruhan Singh Rajput Pune
774|Shailendra Kumar Chaubey IISER Pune
775|Soumya Bhattacharya IIT Kharagpur
776 |Rajibul Shaikh IIT Kanpur
777 |Swathi Krishna IISER Mohali
778 Umashankar IISER PUNE
779|Ravishankar kapildev yadav IISER pune
780(Nomaan Raman Research Institute
781|Chinmayee Mishra IISER Pune
782|Ziyad Thekkayil IISER Pune
783|Shrichand Central University of Rajasthan
784 Sebanti Chattopadhyay Raman Research Institute Bangalore
785|Yuvraj IISER PUNE
786 |Pushparaj Chakravarti IISER Pune
787 | Tumpa Mahato IISER PUNE




788|Ankan Nath IISER Pune

789|Surya Narayan Sahoo Raman Research Institute
790(Jason Joby IISER Pune

791|(RATUL BANERJEE Harish Chandra Research Institute
792 Marichandran V Raman Research Institute

793 |Anubhav Goswami Indian Institute of Science

794 |Aritra Chatterjee 11ISc

795|Mubeena Shaikh IISER PUNE

796 |Utkarsh Gupta IISER PUNE

797 |Amreen Bano IISER Pune

798| Dilip Kumar Hota Rtd.Professor

799|Ankur Sarkar IMSC

800|Pranjal Vishwakarma IISER PUNE

801|JEWEL MAHAJAN IISER Pune

802|Sudeb Ranjan Datta Indian Institute of Science

803 |Ashwin Devaraj Indian Institute of Science

804 |Md Rashid Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
805|Tamaghna Hazra Ohio State University

806 |Hrit Roy IIT Delhi

807 |HITENDRA KUMAR IISER PUNE

808 |Prasidh Sscbs,du

809 |Sudipta Bandyopadhyay University of Calcutta

810|Sagar Shrivastava Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
811|Manas Mandal IMSc, Chennai

812|P S SIVAPRASAD IISER PUNE

813 [Mrinal K Das Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata
814 |Saloni IISc

815|Kapila Gureja independent Consultant

816 |AISWARYA ABHISEK MOHAPATRA |Indian Institute of Science

817 |Kandaswamy Subramanian IUCAA

818]|Arjun singh Honi Babha Centre for Science Education, TIFR.
819|Ankit Kumar Indian Institute Of Astrophysics
820 |Ankit Kumar Indian Institute Of Astrophysics
821|Shubhangi Das TIFR, Mumbai




822|Shiba Biswal Arizona state university

823|Anju Panthi BITS PILANI

824 [Nidhi Khurana Population Council

825 Soumyaijit Pramanick Calcutta University

826 [Rakesh Ankit Loughborough University

827 |Vivek Choudhary INdividual

828|Alam IISc

829|Nabhanila Nandi Stanford University

830|Jyothsna Belliappa

831 [Navdeep Mathur Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
832|Puneeth Deraje IISER-Mohali

833 |VenkatalLokesh 1ISc, Bengaluru.

834 |Divya 11ISc

835|Dr Md Afjal Ahmad PhD BHU BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY BHU Varanasi
836 |Sagar Dhara Risk analysis consultant

837|Joydeep Naskar NISER Bhubaneswar

838|Surendra Ghaskadbi MACS-ARI

839|Pratyush Bhattacharyya Film and Television Institute of India, Pune
840 | Tapati Bhattacharyya None

841|Sanjay Kumar Jadavpur University

842 |Ahmadullah Zahed Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
843|Satish Kumar IISER PUNE

844 |Sourav Roy Chowdhury IIEST

845|Gayatri Menon Azim Premiji University

846 |Bhumika Sahani Freelance social worker

847 |Mohamed Musthafa Igbal Vienna University of Technology (TUW), Austria
848 |tanishka kachru National Instiute of Design, Ahmedabad
849 |Kalyani Menon DePaul University

850 Dipyaman Pramanik Physical Research Laboratory

851|P S SIVAPRASAD IISER PUNE

852 [Bikash Kanungo University of Michigan

853 [Rohith Mittapally University of Michigan

854 |Amitabha Nandi IIT Bombay

855|Asmita IISER Pune




856 | Dr Refai Showkathali Apollo Hospitals, Chennai, India

857 | Thapasya Vijayan Veterinary Medicine University Vienna Austria
858 |Oindrila Deb University of Basel

859 |Suhani Gupta CFT PAN

860 [Isha Gupta University of Michigan, Ann arbor, USA
861|Sk Jahanur Hoque Charles University, Prague

862 |Dolores Chew Marianopolis College

863 [Harkirat Singh Brown University

864 |Ananya Rakshit University of Southern California

865|Ravi Chellam Metastring Foundation, Bengaluru

866 (Mahadeva HY Self employed

867 |R Ramanujam Institute of Mathematical Sciences, Chennai
868 [Rahul Narain IIT Delhi

869 |Deepak Roy IISER Pune

870[Narayanan Srinivasan IIT kanpur

871|RITUPARNA MANDAL SNBNCBS

873 |NISHIKANT DESHMUKH Cisco Systems, Inc

874 |Chirag Dhara Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
875|Kumardeb Banerjee Jadavpur University, Kolkata
876|Abhratanu IISc




