
 
 
 
●​ Announcements for October 25th, 2024  

 

●​ Roots and Shoots is holding its 2nd annual pumpkin luminary trail at the city park tomorrow 
(Saturday) from 5-8pm. Come out and check out the 100+ carved pumpkins that will be lining the 
trails - and vote for your favorites!  

 

We do ask that visitors bring non-perishable food donations for the Pine Island Sharing 
Shelves.  

 

●​ Congratulations to the Pine Island boys and girls cross country teams for a GREAT showing 

at the Section 1A meet on Thursday. In order to qualify for State, only the top 6 of over 

130 runners (who are not on the first or second place teams) get to continue their seasons. 

Two PICC athletes accomplished that feat Thursday. Ashley Pederson and Vaughn Anderson 

both ran strong races to qualify in a strong 1A field. Behind their top finishes, the boys 

and girls teams each placed 4th. Of the 23 teams in Section 1A, there were 19 complete 

teams on the girls' side and 20 complete teams on the boys' side. 

 

Race Results - Girls: 

Ashley Pederson - 9th, Salome Osterhaus - 21st, Alivia Levi - 24th, Elena Kabat - 32nd, 

Olivia Morgan - 59th, Miley Hoffarth - 73rd, River Weissgerber - 76th 

Race Results - Boys: 

Vaughn Anderson - 8th, Bo Rosane - 17th, Talon Schutz - 20th, Jamison Rosane - 34th, 

Henry Morgan - 56th, Chase Swintek - 71st, Christian Cote - 106th 

 

The Girls Team earned Gold Academic Standard with a top 5 average of 3.999. The Boys 

Team also earned the Gold Academic Standard with a top 5 average of 3.911. Ashley 

Pederson and Vaughn Anderson both earned Academic All State by placing in the top 15 and 

having a cumulative gpa of 3.75 or higher.  



 

Ashley and Vaughn will run on Saturday, November 2nd at Les Bolstad Golf Course at the 

University of Minnesota.  

 

Complete results can be found at the link below: 

https://www.athletic.net/CrossCountry/meet/246906/results/all 

 

●​ SUNDAY: Freaky 5K and Kids Fun Run  

Pine Island Families - I invite you to our 4th annual Freaky 5K and Kids Fun Run event over Halloween 
weekend. This event has grown each year and we are excited to continue to offer this FREE event in 
Pine Island. 
 
Please share with your friends and family, all are welcome. 
 
Follow the Facebook page to keep up on exciting announcements and be sure to register for each 
individual participating! 
 

 

https://www.athletic.net/CrossCountry/meet/246906/results/all
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094701100841


 

●​ SUNDAY: Post Prom Fundraiser: 
Looking for a great way to support a fun, safe way for our High School Students to celebrate prom??!!! 
Please mark your calendars for the Post Prom Pizza Fundraiser for Sunday, October 27 from 12-4. Stations 
will be at the Pine Island and Oronoco Fire Departments if you would like to stop and shop. Students will 
also be doing door-to-door sales during this time. If you would like to place an order in another way, please 
email pipostprom@pineisland.k12.mn.us. Thank you for your support! 
 

 
 

PRIOR Announcements: 
 

●​ STAGE CREW! - Interested in stage crew for the fall play? We have FOUR spots only for the run crew 
during Clue. If you're interested, please see Mrs. Laack ASAP!   

 
●​ The end of 1st quarter is on Friday, November 1st.  Students, please log into Skyward to check your 

2nd quarter schedule.  If any changes need to be made, now is the time to do that. 
 

●​ Each year, on the day before winter break, we have an event called Winter Bash. It includes a fun 
morning of activities. At lunch time, students who have completed 5 hours of service by Friday, 
December 6th AND who have properly submitted their hours will be released from school to begin 
winter break early. Those who have not completed service will need to remain at school and do a 
service project. 
 
NOW is the time to get your service hours done. Have you volunteered your time as part of a school 
club? Submit your hours! Have you volunteered with a youth sports team? Submit your hours! Have 
you assisted a teacher voluntarily? Submit your hours! If you do not know what to do, staff have 
provided you with many opportunities. Ask any teacher if they need some help or use the link below for 
more ideas. Remember, the hours have to be done with the approval of a PI Staff member or coach. 
Volunteer opportunities appear in the announcements EVERY DAY! 



 
Are you looking for "Semester of Service" hours? Click on the link below for opportunities. 
Contact the supervising teacher for more information. 
 
Staff Service Opportunities 
 
Once you have completed a service opportunity, you should enter your service into the Google 
form at this link.  You should enter each time you do a different service opportunity.  All service 
hours must be completed by December 6th. The form asks you to submit a photo of you 
completing service if possible. 
 
Pine Island High School Semester of Service Form 
 
Don't delay! Get your hours done before the deadline sneaks up on you! 

 
 

●​ The Oronoco VFW Auxiliary would like to promote Americanism as Veterans Day 
approaches. 

See the opportunities for essay contests below: 
 
Grades 4-6: 
 
They are holding a MN only essay contest. Grades 4-6 are invited to write an essay where the 
theme is "My Country is Great Because". Rules are Standard White Copy Paper or Standard 
Loose Leaf with lines (smooth edge please). Essay can be typed, printed or cursive, with 250 
words or less. If the student needs someone to scribe for them, please note that on the back. 
Identifiers are First Name ONLY, last initial if more than one student with the same name and 
grade.  
 
Please turn any entries into the office by October 30. If you have any questions, please email 
Katie Dudley at cnktdudley1@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to seeing entries from Pine Island Middle School. 
 

 
●​ Grades 6-8: 

 
The Patriot’s Pen Theme for 2024-2025 is ﻿“My Voice in America’s Democracy?” 
Student Entry Deadline: October 30, 2024 
Patriotic Written Essay Competition Grand Prize: $5,000 Award 
Grades: 6 to 8 
 
If you have any questions please contact Katie Dudley at cnktdudley1@gmail.com 
 
 
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Patriots-Pen-
Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?v=1&d=20240318T134132Z&la=en 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tEGxUecRdJJeAwiZUGMaJ5NU9_dTIYZTJ6FMI6baEkA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwZ9yVUdEG6ycH7sZys-ZtW6sAD6MjmdhyvSWAMhnICihYug/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Patriots-Pen-Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?v=1&d=20240318T134132Z&la=en
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Patriots-Pen-Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?v=1&d=20240318T134132Z&la=en


●​ Grades 9-12: 
 
The 2024-2025 Theme 
“Is America Today Our Forefathers’ Vision?” 
Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2024 
Patriotic Audio Essay Competition Grand Prize: $35,000 Award 
Grades 9 to 12 

 
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Voice-of-De
mocracy-Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20240809T150321Z 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
●​ RIP Jace - You Are Loved bracelets are available to continue to honor Jace Lee. 

Some of you never got one and some might need a new one. 
See Mrs. Hoppe during Prowl. 
 

https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Voice-of-Democracy-Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20240809T150321Z
https://vfworg-cdn.azureedge.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Voice-of-Democracy-Entry-Form-Fillable.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20240809T150321Z


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ ACT PREP CLASS - Monday, November 4th - 8 AM - 12 PM. 
* Juniors who have registered for the ACT Prep class will meet in the forum room. Please bring your 
computer, a notebook, and pen/pencil. Any student who will not be able to attend due to the HVL 
Honors Band and Choir event can talk to Mrs. Organ to know what will be missed in her session. 

 
●​ Snack Attack Book Club - 2nd Tuesday of each month, 3:30-4:30pm 

 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 12th 
 
Join Van Horn Library's Choose-Your-Own-Adventure book club! Over the course of the school year, we 
will read 9 choose-you-own-adventure books during this after-school program. Enjoy snacks as Ms. 
Heidi reads a book aloud each month; participants who read all 9 books will receive a prize pack - 
including a free book!  
 
You do not need to attend every month in order to earn a prize pack. Contact the library at 
pipl@selco.info for details.  Recommended for ages 8-12. 
 

 
●​ Middle Schoolers - Want a chance to win $150? Are you 11, 12 or 13 years old? Love expressing 

yourself through drawing or painting? You should enter the Lions Club Peace Poster Art Contest, 

PEACE WITHOUT LIMITS.   

 

Due: November 1st   Talk to Mrs. Flaig (kflaig@pineisland.k12.mn.us) and look at this slideshow for 

more information.  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1puL46bHs7wDHAe_6X_m4w0-nAHpjtnPjzXmjf0ICU5s/edit?usp=sharing


​  

 

●​ MIDDLE SCHOOL PASS:  Do you want a quiet space to get homework done and extra help if 

needed.  You can go to PASS with Mrs. Zincke in Rm. 221 from 3:15 p.m. to 4:10 p.m. 
 
 

●​ Middle School Timberwolves Get Fit Program 

 
 

​  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B4mowTmZgWkG3PeE2Ubr2Akkmyu0OXZ3/view


●​  
 

●​ Juniors and Seniors: 
 
The Department of Education announced recently that there will be another delay in this year's FAFSA. 
Families of college bound students are in a unique situation to use this delay to their benefit by using 
the additional time to assess strategies that may require more time to implement. This includes the 
chance for senior families to set-the-stage and prepare for a stronger appeal to their top-choice 
college/university.  Families of Juniors will benefit with the additional time to review and implement 
income strategies that will lower college costs even more.  Learn what to do to maximize your financial 
aid offers!   
 
Pine Island HS is teaming up with the financial aid experts at My College Planning Team to offer a live 
workshop to junior and senior families to help you understand the increasingly complex world of 
need-based and merit-based financial aid so that you are better able to navigate this process with your 
colleges.  Advanced registration is appreciated. 
 
Go to College, Not Into Debt: Solutions for an Affordable Education   
Pine Island High School - Forum Room 
Wednesday, November 6th at 6:00pm 
Click here to register today! 
 

 

https://foxly.link/pineisland11


●​  
 

●​ Order your 2025 YEARBOOK today for the lowest price of the year!  
 
High School Yearbook 
 
Middle School Yearbook 
 
You can also find the link on the HS homepage of our website. 
*Please choose the correct school when ordering. 

 
●​ Did you forget to hand in your “Program Participation and Release” form to your advisory teacher?  

Hand it in today!  
 
 

●​ Winter Coat Giveaway: Questions? Please contact district school social worker, Cait Earle, at 
cait.earle@pineisland.k12.mn.us or 507-356-4849 – ext. 3088. 

●​  
 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1062269/Pine-Island-High-School/2022-Yearbook/2021070804172220772/CATALOG_SHOP/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/2889414/Pine-Island-Middle-School-5-8/2025-Yearbook/2024071204200336060/CATALOG_SHOP


 
 

●​ Wanted: Event Photographers- do you need some service hours? See Mr. Smith about taking pictures 
at sporting or school events. This opportunity is open to everyone but must be pre-approved. A camera 
will be provided.  

 
 

●​ Study Hall Students: If you have a study hall and need to see a teacher or have an arrangement to 
have a meeting in the office with admin, please bring a pass to your study hall from the staff member 
you have a meeting with.   

 
●​ The Minnesota Honor Society (MHS) is one of the most decorated clubs for a high school student. Not 

only do they need to have a 3.5 GPA, but all students must display the four pillars: scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character. 
 
If you are eligible to apply, you should have been added to the MHS Schoology course, where the 
application is located. If you are interested in applying for the 2024-25 year, please note that you will 
need three teacher recommendations, and the Application deadline is Oct 10th. If you have any 
questions please reach out to Mr. Horner. 

 
 

 

Lunch Menu 

MENUS 
 
 
 

HVL Calendar link:  HVL Calendar 
 
A complete list of athletic events can be found at www.hvlconference.org. The PI Athletic Department 

now has a web page with a variety of information on it for parents and athletes.  There is a coach’s 
directory, links to important websites, the extra-curricular handbook, PAC meeting dates, HVL 
Conference, athletic trainer and more…  

 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
●​ 10/25 - Orchestra 10-12 Fall Concert @ 7:00 p.m. 
●​ 11/1 - End of 1st Quarter 
●​ 11/4-No School - Teacher Work Day 
●​ 11/4- ACT PREP CLASS - Monday, November 4th - 8 AM - 12 PM 

●​ 11/7- Grades 5-6 Orchestra Informance 
●​ 11/11 - Veterans Day Program @ 1:30 
●​ 11/13 - Trip to Chip Shots in Rochester for Special Olympics Jamboree for 8-12/PE/Unified PE from 

8:50 a.m - 1:30 p.m. 
●​ 11/19- Band Concert 9-12 + HS Jazz Band @ 7 p.m. 
●​ 11/21 - Band & Choir 5 Informance @ 6:30 p.m. 
●​ 11/27-11/29- No School - Thanksgiving Break 

 
  
      Music Event Schedule: 

https://pineisland.nutrislice.com/
https://www.hvlconference.org/public/genie/10/school/3/
http://www.hvlconference


 
Click here for the full schedule: MUSIC EVENT SCHEDULE WEBSITE 

 
 
College/Military Visits:​  
●​ October 25th - University of Wisconsin - LaCrosse - 11:45 - Flex Area 
●​ November 15th - MSC Southeast in Red Wing/Winona - 11:45-12:15 - Commons Area 

 
  

 
Field Trips: 
●​ 10/29/24 - Trip to RCTC for Tyler Baker from 8:40 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
●​ 11/4/24 - Trip to Byron HS for Music: HVL Conference Music from 8:20 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
●​ 11/15/24 - Trip to Rochester Civic Theater for 5th Grade from 8:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 
●​ 11/16/24 - Trip to Chester Woods Park for High School EcoliteracySCHOOL from 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
●​ 12/19/24 - Trip to St. Paul for 6th Grade - Social Studies from 8:15 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
●​ 1/11/25 or 1/11/25 - SEMBDA Honor Band - bus/suburban to transport kids to the event in the morning, 

will return immediately to school as students will get rides home from parents 
●​ 2/5/25 — HVL Band Clinic - all day during school hours at Goodhue HS, 60 students + band 

instruments  
●​ 2/12/25 - Trip to Lake City for Choir: HVL Clinic from 8:20 a.m. - 2:30 a.m. 
●​ 3/5/25 - Trip to Goodhue HS for Music: Large Group Contest on 3/5/2025 from 8:20 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
●​ 3/19/25 - Trip to U of M - Winona College of Science & Engineering for Engineering Club from 7:30 a.m. 

- 4:00 p.m. 
●​ 4/14/25 - Trip to Quarry Hill Nature Center for 5th Grade from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

College Signings (Congratulations)! 
 

 
 

 
 

STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

●​ Interested in supplemental insurance? Michael Petterson with AFLAC will be at the 5-12 on 
October 29th to meet with staff beginning at about 7:15.  He will head to the elementary school 
in the afternoon.  around 2:00 before heading over to the elementary school. This is 100% 
optional for staff to attend. 

 
●​ Grades will be due at 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, November 6th. 

 
 

●​ Teachers - Don’t forget to return the “Program Participation and Release” forms to the office.  
Thank you! 
 

●​ We will use Channel 4 for our walkie talkies at the 5-12. 
 

●​ PLEASE PUT ALL ABSENCES, INCLUDING INTERNAL SUBS YOU FIND YOURSELF, INTO TOC.  
Also, please let Kerry in the 5-12 office know if you found your own internal sub and when they 
are covering for you.  Thank you! 

 
●​ Please advise your subs that they CAN park in the numbered spots in the city 

lots, behind the legion and to the north of the school. (numbered 300 and 
higher) Please refrain from parking in the student lot on the east side of the 
building. Street parking is also available, but please check the signs. 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1iUR_bF8p9dykT_svvhPCSAXtf9fLfiXQ-rQ5XBHzd64/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Please make sure you contact the office if you are taking the class outside.  Please share your cell 
phone number with the office if you have not already so that we have a way to contact you if needed. 

 
●​ Casual for a Cause Wednesdays - Want to wear jeans mid-week?  You can for a $2 donation you can 

on Wednesdays! Donations for the 1st quarter will go to the Pine Island Community Ed Holiday 
Helpers. Stop by the office Wednesday morning before school to make your donation and grab a 
sticker. 
 

●​ You can call the custodial staff directly for any maintenance needs? The extension is 3220.  (After 
2:30, call 3221). 

 

 
 

Middle School Pass 2024-2025  
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:15 to 4:10 in Mrs. Zincke’s Room 221 

 
Early Dismissals: 
●​ None Today 

 
 

Did you Know? 
 

●​ Student devices to check out- If you have a student that forgot their device, we have a limited 
number of devices to check out from the 5-12 Library. These devices should be returned when not in 
use/ by the end of the day and are not to be taken home at night. 

 
 

 
Subs: 

 
5-12 
 
Unfilled: 
 

​  
​  

External Subs: 
Joe O’Donnell, all day, David Luther 
Angela Koster, all day, Debra Hofland 
Kylie Stai, all day, James McCauley 



Laura Lee, all day, Doug Strandell 
Craig Erickson, all day, Brittany Rowe 
Amy Northrop, all day, Katie Dudley 
Jen Wernau, all day, Amanda Banach 
Jessica Bester, all day, Angela Severson 
 
 
Internal Subs: 
Tom Horner, 10:30-EoD, no sub needed 
Cait Earle, all day, no sub needed 
Mike Downie, all day, no sub needed 
Patrick Smith, all day, internal subs 
Nicole Mentjes, 11:45-EoD, Amanda Banach (3rd) 
Diane Banach, 11:45-EoD, Angie Severson (3rd), James McCauley (4th) 
Matt Northrop, all day, Mika Brannan 
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