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Andrew Carnegie in 1913. 

Born November 25, 1835​
Dunfermline, Fife, United Kingdom 

Died 

August 11, 1919 (aged 83)​
Shadow Brook​
Lenox, Massachusetts, United 
States 

Cause of 
death Bronchial pneumonia 

Occupation Business magnate, Philanthropist 

Net worth 

$298.3 billion in 2007 dollars, 
according to List of wealthiest 
historical figures, based on 
information from Forbes, February 
2008 

Spouse(s) Louise Whitfield 
Children Margaret Carnegie Miller 

Signature  
 Andrew Carnegie (pron.: /kɑrˈneɪɡi/ kar-NAY-gee, but commonly /ˈkɑrnɨɡi/ 
KAR-nə-gee or /kɑrˈnɛɡi/ kar-NEG-ee;[1] November 25, 1835 – August 11, 1919) was a 
Scottish-American industrialist who led the enormous expansion of the American steel 
industry in the late 19th century. He was also one of the highest profile philanthropists 
of his era; his 1889 article "Wealth" (known more commonly—particularly in colloquial 
parlance—as "The Gospel of Wealth") remains a formative advisory text for those who 
aspire to lead philanthropic lives. 

Carnegie was born in Dunfermline, Scotland, and emigrated to the United States with 
his parents in 1848. His first job in the United States was as a factory worker in a 
bobbin factory. Later on he became a bill logger for the owner of the company. Soon 
after he became a messenger boy. Eventually he progressed up the ranks of a telegraph 
company. He built Pittsburgh's Carnegie Steel Company, which was later merged with 
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Elbert H. Gary's Federal Steel Company and several smaller companies to create U.S. 
Steel. With the fortune he made from business among others he built Carnegie Hall, 
later he turned to philanthropy and interests in education, founding the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, Carnegie Mellon University and the Carnegie Museums of 
Pittsburgh. 

Carnegie gave most of his money to establish many libraries, schools, and universities 
in the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and other countries, as well as a 
pension fund for former employees. He is often regarded as the second-richest man in 
history after John D. Rockefeller. Carnegie started as a telegrapher and by the 1860s 
had investments in railroads, railroad sleeping cars, bridges and oil derricks. He built 
further wealth as a bond salesman raising money for American enterprise in Europe. 
Carnegie once gave $25,000 to Speaker of the House David B. Henderson to erect a 
library on the campus of Upper Iowa University in his name.[2] 

He earned most of his fortune in the steel industry. In the 1870s, he founded the 
Carnegie Steel Company, a step which cemented his name as one of the "Captains of 
Industry". By the 1890s, the company was the largest and most profitable industrial 
enterprise in the world. Carnegie sold it in 1901 for $480 million to J.P. Morgan, who 
created U.S. Steel. Carnegie devoted the remainder of his life to large-scale 
philanthropy, with special emphasis on local libraries, world peace, education and 
scientific research. His life has often been referred to as a true "rags to riches" story. 

Controversies: 1889: Johnstown Flood; 1892: Homestead Strike 

The Homestead Strike was a bloody labor confrontation lasting 143 days in 1892, one 
of the most serious in U.S. history. The conflict was centered on Carnegie Steel's main 
plant in Homestead, Pennsylvania, and grew out of a dispute between the National 
Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers of the United States and the 
Carnegie Steel Company. 

Carnegie left on a trip to Scotland before the unrest peaked. In doing so, Carnegie left 
mediation of the dispute in the hands of his associate and partner Henry Clay Frick. 
Frick was well known in industrial circles for maintaining staunch anti-union 
sensibilities. 

After a recent increase in profits by 60%, the company refused to raise worker's pay by 
more than 30%. When some of the workers demanded the full 60%, management 
locked the union out. Workers considered the stoppage a "lockout" by management and 
not a "strike" by workers. As such, the workers would have been well within their rights 
to protest, and subsequent government action would have been a set of criminal 
procedures designed to crush what was seen as a pivotal demonstration of the growing 
labor rights movement, strongly opposed by management. Frick brought in thousands of 
strikebreakers to work the steel mills and Pinkerton agents to safeguard them. 

On July 6, the arrival of a force of 300 Pinkerton agents from New York City and 
Chicago resulted in a fight in which 10 men—seven strikers and three 
Pinkertons—were killed and hundreds were injured. Pennsylvania Governor Robert 
Pattison ordered two brigades of state militia to the strike site. Then, allegedly in 
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response to the fight between the striking workers and the Pinkertons, anarchist 
Alexander Berkman shot at Frick in an attempted assassination, wounding Frick. While 
not directly connected to the strike, Berkman was tied in for the assassination attempt. 
According to Berkman, "...with the elimination of Frick, responsibility for Homestead 
conditions would rest with Carnegie."[37][38] Afterwards, the company successfully 
resumed operations with non-union immigrant employees in place of the Homestead 
plant workers, and Carnegie returned to the United States. However, Carnegie's 
reputation was permanently damaged by the Homestead events. 
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