Giao hoi Phat giao Viét Nam Théng Nhat tra IGi Bd Ngoai giao My
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Ngay 19 Thang N3m 2023, tai chlia T Hiéu, vao lic 10 gid, phai doan Uy hdi Tu do Ton gido Quéc té
Hoa ky (United States Commission on International Religious Freedom/USCIRF), gobm c6 6ng Frederik
A. Davie, Trudng doan; dng Erick Ueland, Uy vién; dng Patrick Green Walt, chuyén vién phan tich; 6ng
Rustrum Nyquyst, vién chic chinh tri Téng Lanh su; c6 Thuy Linh, trg ly chinh tri Toa Lanh su.

Don tiép phai doan gom co6: Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam, Hoa Thugng Thich Nguyén Ly, Hoa Thudng
Thich Thién Minh. Vang mat Hoa Thugng Thich Tué Sy, Chanh Thu Ky Vién Tang Thang.

Sau nghi thic chao hoéi thong l€, Phai doan Hoa ky md dau:

Cam on cac su thay da chia sé nhiing thong tin trén, va mat lan niia téi ciing gui Ii chuc suc
khoé va hi vong Hoa Thugng Thich Tué Sy sé s6m binh phuc. Pau tién, ciu héi cua t6i lién quan
dén van dé dang ky sinh hoat ton giao hay la dang ky td chic ton giao, thi khong biét cac su thay
¢6 thé chia sé mét s6 quan diém goc nhin ctia minh vé viéc dang ky véi chinh quyén va phap ly
theo luat tdn gido tin ngudng ctia Viét Nam. Viéc khong dang ky va dang ky c6 anh hudng dén
hoat dong hay qua trinh sinh hoat ton giao khong?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Gido hdi ching tdi ¢é tuf trudc ndm 1975. Sau 1975, Gido hdi ching toi
bi nan, chinh quyén khong thita nhan. Chidng téi xin xac nhan [ap trudng cia GHPGVNTN cua chdng
toi l[a: Chinh gido phan ly (The separation of Church and State), tach biét ton gido va chinh quyén.
GHPGVNTN khong la cong cu cla bat clf chinh quyén nao, khong tham du vao nhiing dau tranh



quyeén luc chinh tri, do d6 khong dugc chinh quyén thita nhan nhu la dai dién cho truyén thong Phat
gido Viét Nam va thong qua cac phuang tién tif bé may tuyén truyén ctia Nha nudc, cho dén van dung
tuy tién cai goi a luat phap va ich |gi Nha nudc dé khdng ché moi sinh hoat.

.. Viée minh khong déng ky thi sé khing
dugc tw do sinh hogt; Chita Tie Hiéu sinh
hoat binh thu ua dutdi danh
nghia GHPGVNTN, khing i c6 the’
sinh hogt tig do..”
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HT Thich Nguyén Ly -GHPGVNTN

HOI: Tai sao phia chinh quyén Viét Nam lai coi cac td chifc ton gido nhu méi de doa, thay vi hdp
tac?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Diéu dé, cé |& cac ngai nén hdi truc ti€p chinh sdch clia nha nudc Viét
Nam thi sé rd rang han.

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Ching t6i ty biét minh ma théi, can ban la ching t6i khong chap nhan
bat cf mot ai lgi dung Phat gido dé phuc vu cho ché dg; ching toi khéng thién vi bat ¢ chinh thé
nao, va ching téi chd trudng tén gido phai tach rgi véi chinh tri theo nghia dau tranh quyén luc dé
nam chinh quyén.

HOI: Phia GHPGVNTN c6 bao gid tu dang ky véi chinh quyén Viét Nam chua? Va bi tif chéi? Hay la
chua bao gid dang ky véi chinh quyén?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Ching t6i khdng thé dang ky, vi ngay tuf dau lanh dao Pang Céng san
da dat GHPGVNTN trudc su lua chon hodc theo, hoac chong. Lanh dao Phat gido tra |Gi: Khong theo ai
cling khong chdng ai, chi theo Phat. Thém vao do, néu dang ky, phai chap nhan la thanh vién clia Mat
trén T6 quoc Viét Nam, dudi su lanh dao clia Dang Cong san theo dinh hudng xa hdi chu nghia.

HOI: Viéc khong dang ky c6 dan dén hau qua, bi van dé gi khong?



Hoa Thudng Thich Nguyén Ly: Viéc khong dang ky thi s& khong dugc tu do sinh hoat. Chuia TU Hiéu
sinh hoat binh thudng, trong khi cac chua dudi danh nghia GHPGVNTN thi khdng ai c6 thé sinh hoat
tu do.

HOI: C6 ly do nao ma cac su thay khong muén ding ky véi chinh quyén Viét Nam khong? Va néu
¢6 su thay dai trong chinh sach ctia phia chinh quyén Viét Nam, thi c6 thay ddi nao c6 thé khién
cac su thay can nhac lai sé dang ky véi chinh quyén Viét Nam?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Viéc chua dén thi chlng t6i khdng dam dat van dé, nhung riéng quan
diém chdng t6i la khéng dang ky la khéng chap nhan minh lam cong cu cta chinh quyén, do dé
chuing t6i khong dang ky, ching t6i muén su sinh hoat Phat giao dudc tu do, hoan toan doc lap.

Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Minh: Chd trudng clia nha nudc Viét Nam néu minh dang ky thi minh phai
dongy dang ky va gia nhap dudi su diéu hanh clia bang va Nha nudc, ma gia nhap vao dé thi giong
nhu minh lam chinh tri. Vi té chic cia Nha nudc la t6 chic Igi dung dé hoat dong dudc chinh tri. Toi
dua mot clip vi du dién hinh cho quy vi thay vé nhiing ni c6 vao d6 la phai |én san khau ca nggi Chu
tich H6 Chi Minh, tat ca phai nhu thé nay (HT Thién Minh cho xem clip hat “Viét Nam H6 Chi Minh
mudn nam”), vao dé phai sinh hoat theo chi thi ctia can bd Bang va khong c6 dudc tu do. b6 la su
that. Cac ni c6 phai tham gia hoc bo, trudn, tap ban sing giéng nhu quan doi.

anh quyén lgc chinh

thita nhan nhu la dai

HT Thich Minh Tam -GHPGVNTN

HOI: Cac su thay c6 nghi phia chinh quyén Viét Nam sé biét chiing t6i dén tham quy thay ngay
hom nay khong?

Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Minh: Biét, Cong an thanh phd da goi dién cho biét rang hdm nay cé phai
doan cla Ton gido Quoc té Hoa Ky gdp va hdi cé di khong?



HOI: Sau khi chiing tdi rgi di, lidu cac su thay c6 gip khé khan hay bi lam kho dé gi tif chinh
quyén khong?

Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Minh: Van di lai binh thudng, ¢ khi bi ngén can, nhung cong an biét hét.
Trong nhiing lan trudc, gap & day c6 bay ngudi bi ngan can khéng cho dén day, khong cho di, va
khong cho ra khoi chua.

Hoa Thugng Thich Nguyén Ly: Ban than t6i, tdi [a ngudi cia GHPGVNTN khi tdi di cliu trg, t6i nhan
danh GHPGVNTN thi ngugi ta khong cho, nhan danh chua thi cho. Nhu vay 13, cai t GHPGVNTN ngudi
ta rat la ky, bat cf thay nao ma t8i day, hau hét déu dugc cong an chim xét hoi ly do.

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Ho rat ngai chii “Théng Nhat”.
Hoa Thugng Thich Nguyén Ly: Chi can bé ti “Thdng Nhat” ra la dudc hét.

HOI: Bén phia cic su thay dang quay phim lai toan bd cudc gap hom nay, thi sau khi cong an
dén, quy thay cé y dinh gtfi cho ho cai video clip dé, hay la cung cap hinh anh video clip dé
khong, hay la giif lai cho muc dich khac, nhung dong thgi van cho bén cong an tom tat day du ve
noi dung cudc hop.

Hoa Thugng Thich Nguyén Ly: Da thua khong, nhu ky trudc cong an c6 hdi, thi toi néi la gilia ngai
Tué S§ va phai doan néi tiéng Anh nén tdi khdng biét, néi gi thi chd On Ngai vé dich ra mdi biét.
Nhiing gi quay, t6i khong bao gic dua cho cong an dau.

Do ngai Tué Sy khdng di dugc nén ching t6i quay hinh lai d€ ngai Tué S§ xem lai, dich ra va cong bo
cht ching t6i cling khong giau giém gi, cling khong dua [én mang xa hoi.

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Nhung phai ghi lai nhiing chi tiét can thiét vi GHPGVNTN ching toi
khong cé lam gi ma Gp md hay giau giém vi ching t6i khong c6 chd trudng chong pha ai hét va chu
trudng ching t6i [a hoan toan doc lap, khéng lam chinh tri. Do d6, budi tiép xic nay, ching t6i sé bao
cdo lai cho van phong Vién Tang Théng dé cd thé c6 thong cdo bao chi vi chiing téi khong ndi gi Gp
md ca, khong cé sai trai hay chéng pha ai ca, ching toi chi bao vé ly tudng ctia Gido hdi ching toi
thoi. Bdc biét, ching toi sé tranh dau dé doi cho dudc ty do, cai dé6 mdi quan trong.

HOI: D6 ciing la muc tiéu cla ching t6i, chiing tdi chi muén thic day tu do ton gido & Viét Nam
ciing nhu cac quéc gia khac trén thé gidi.

Va chiing tdi xin chuyén tiép cau héi thu hai, trong thgi gian gan day, khi ndy thay Thién Minh ¢
néi viéc thay bi bat giif tif n3m 1979 dén 2005, hién tai cé ai khac cia GHPGVNTN dang bi bat giit
hay bi ép budc phai tif bé dao, tif b6 GHPGVNTN vi quan diém tén giao cia minh lua chon khéng?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Nhu ching t6i da trinh bay, khi thanh [3p GHPGVN ciing cé ép ching
t6i phai gia nhap GHPGVN, nhung chling t6i gili ly tudng ctia GHPGVNTN. Do d6 quan diém vé ton



gido cd van dé trai y nhau vi vay sinh hoat cla GHPGVNTN chung t6i khong dudc sudn sé, mudn dugc
sudn sé chung toi phai tham gia GHPGVN cuia Nha nudc dung nén.

Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Minh: Lanh dao cao cap nhat Phét gido nha nudc, ciia GHPGVN nay, thi
cling chua han ho ddm xac nhan su that vi quyén Igi va sd sét ma cé khi ho dé thita cho GHPGVNTN
nay la phan dong, pha hoai chlt ho khong dam ndi su that la minh nd (& trong ché do.

Cac ngdi chua ctia GHPGVNTN hodc tinh that bay gié khong bao gié dudc quyén dé chii Théng Nhat
va nhiing ngdi chlia nao cé tinh cdm vdi Phat gido Théng Nhat mic du ho khdng theo han thivan bi
sach nhiéu. Vi du nhu chtia An Cu & Son Tra ctia Thugng toa Thién Phuc, chtia Son Linh 8 Kom Tum
cta Thugng toa Dong Quang, chua Thién Quang & Xuyén Mdc Viing Tau clia Thugng toa Thién
Thuan... chi can cé thién cdm v8i GHPGVNTN ch(f chua han theo thi cling da bi sach nhiéu roi.

HO!: Tai sao hai chif Théng Nhat lai khién chinh quyén Viét Nam phan iing manh mé nhu vay?

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Da thua, lap trudng ctia ching tdi [a khéng [am chinh tri, khdong bi ép
budc la thanh vién ctia mat tran té quéc dudi su lanh dao ciia Dang cdng san Viét Nam. Con GHPGVN
la thanh vién clia M3t trdn T quéc, ho dua theo dé dé lam cong cu phuc vu cho ché d6. GHPGVN va
GHPGVNTN c6 hai [ap trudng khac nhau. Lap trudng clia ching t6i la khong [am chinh tri va khong
lam cong cu cho chinh quyén, con GHPGVN lam cong cu cho chinh quyén dé dugc nang da.

Hoa Thudng Thich Nguyén Ly: Ho sai gi [am dd.

. holam viéc véi nhitng Gia dinh I’ha[ tii kéu
dung dén chita, ding tham gia Gido Hg
Thong Nhdt, néie ma tham gia thi kho khan vé
quyén lgi; con cdi di hoc hanh, lam cong nhan
cting bikh khan. Hg canh gde ngdi chia ciia
minh, nén Phdt tit ddn ddn xa khong ddm dén,
cdidé €6, bang chimg ld ngéi chiia cita toi cimg
nhaethé; Phar rt ddn ddn xa khong dam dén,
d G tien rdt Lo dong, ddn ddn xa dén, riét roi
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HT Thich Thién Minh -GHPGVNTN

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Dan gian khong phai vi hai chii Théng Nhat ma vi lap trudng chinh tri,
hai quan diém khac nhau.



HOI: Bén canh viéc sinh hoat ton gido ciia GHPGVNTN bi giy khé khian nhiéu thi khéng biét
nhiing Phat ti, cu si cia GHPGVNTN c6 bi gy kho khin gi trong cong viéc, kinh doanh budn ban,
viéc di hoc va lam viéc khéng?

Hoa Thugng Thich Thién Minh: C6, cai dé cd, ho lam viéc véi nhiing gia dinh Phat tif kéu diing dén
chua, duing tham gia Gido H6i Thong Nhat, néu ma tham gia thi khé khan vé quyén Igi, con cdi di hoc
hanh, lam cong nhan cling bi khé khan. Ho canh gac ngdi chua clia minh, nén Phat tif dan dan xa
khéng ddm dén, céi d6 cd, bang chiing la ngdi chua cua tdi cling nhu thé, Phat tif dan dan xa khong
dam dén, dau tién rat [a dong, dan dan xa dan, riét réi con c6 mét minh minh doc kinh thoi.

C6 khi mot phai doan sap dén, ho biét trudc d6 [a phai doan nhan quyén, Bd Ngoai giao Hoa Ky hodc
la cac té chiic quoc té, thi ho canh gac 5-7 cong an, ¢ nam ¢d nii, canh gac ca ngay ca dém, dan sg
ludn. Dan di ngang con khong dam ngd vo chla thi lam sao ho dam budc vao cong, d6 la thuc té.

HOI: Nhiing ngudi Phat tif & dudi dang cong qua thi sau khi ho rgi khéi chuia, ho cé bi chinh
quyén gay kho dé khong?

Hoa Thudng Thich Nguyén Ly: Tai chlia TU Hiéu, mdt thang c¢6 hai ngay méng 1 va 15 Am lich sé t6
chlc tu bat quan trai t 7h30 - 17h, trua an com & day, Phat tif sé tham gia tu tap, tung kinh nén cling
khong gay khé dé gi hét.

Hoa Thugng Thich Minh Tam: Vé van dé nay, van dé sinh hoat, thi dudng l6i clia chinh quyén ho
khdng théng nhat dau, cé cho nay dé, cho kia kho, tly theo ddi tugng va do Phat ti niia. Noi nao Phat
tl ma nhat gan thi ho sg xung chit Théng Nhat, ndi nao Phat ti ho viing vang thi ddi lic cling chang
c6 van dé gi. Tlc do hai d6i tugng, vé phia Nha nudc tuy theo dia phudng dé ho xuf su, vé phia Phat tl
va cac thay, cac co cling tuy theo quan diém dé ma doi dap nén khong théng nhat, c6 ngi kho, cé ngi
deé.

Buoi héi kién két thic lic 11g ngay 19 Thang Nam 2023. Sau dd, phai doan cung chu ton ddc chup
hinh va tra nudc than mat réi tu gia.

Phdt lich 2566, T6 dudng Tur hiéu, ngay 21 Thdng Ndm 2023.
Trudng phong Hanh su
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Hoa Thugng Thich Nguyén Ly
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