
Children’s Ministry​
Books + Resources 

 

I will link to most of these books through Amazon because it’s the easiest way for you to 

view the book and read reviews. However, many of these books are also available at your 

library (you can also request for your library to purchase a book it doesn’t have!). I also 

encourage you to seek out independent bookstores to purchase from. Tombolo Books is 

a local St. Pete bookstore and Alsace, the owner, is a pleasure to work with and I’ve 

ordered many books through her. If you can live without next day shipping, check out:  

Tombolobooks.com ​or www.indiebound.org. Happy reading! 

 

In creating this list, I heavily relied on suggestions and descriptions “I Wonder: 

Engaging a Child’s Curiosity about the Bible,” by Elizabeth Caldwell. I can’t recommend 

this book enough! Plus, we have it our library at the Cathedral so you can borrow it any 

time.  

 

Children’s Bibles and Storybook Bibles 

What’s the difference? “Story” or “storybook” lets you know that the book holds a 

collection of stories chosen by an author or editor. There are often additional prompts 

for adults to read as a way to begin conversation or go deeper into the story. Storybook 

Bibles often take scripture and retell the story with a specific approach. A children’s 

Bible will include all of scripture, but may still offer notes and prompts as a way for kids 

to engage.  

 

Storybook Bibles for Young Children (pre-readers to age 5) 

Children of God Storybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Children’s Everyday Bible by Deborah Chancellor 

Spark Story Bible by Patti Thisted Arthur 

Deep Blue Bible Storybook  

 

Bibles for Elementary-Age Children (ages 6 to 8) 

Shine On: A Story Bible 

The Bible for Children by Murray Watts 

Deep Blue Bible Storybook  

The Bible for Young Children by Marie-Helene Delval  

 

https://tombolobooks.com/
https://www.indiebound.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Wonder-Engaging-Childs-Curiosity-about/dp/1426799926/ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1?crid=1LG341FAM0PEA&keywords=i+wonder+engaging+a+child%27s+curiosity+about+the+bible&qid=1556242762&s=gateway&sprefix=i+wonder+eng%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-1-fkmrnull
https://www.amazon.com/Wonder-Engaging-Childs-Curiosity-about/dp/1426799926/ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1?crid=1LG341FAM0PEA&keywords=i+wonder+engaging+a+child%27s+curiosity+about+the+bible&qid=1556242762&s=gateway&sprefix=i+wonder+eng%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-1-fkmrnull
https://www.amazon.com/Children-Storybook-Bible-Archbishop-Desmond/dp/0310719127
https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Everyday-Bible-Deborah-Chancellor/dp/0789488582
https://www.amazon.com/Spark-Story-Bible-Thisted-Arthur/dp/0806670495
https://www.amazon.com/Deep-Bible-Storybook-Daphna-Flegal/dp/1501815016
https://www.amazon.com/Shine-Living-Gods-Light/dp/0836198565/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3Q7RDZAN5Y8MA&keywords=shine+on+a+story+bible&qid=1556243647&s=books&sprefix=shine+on%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1
https://bibleforchildren.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Deep-Bible-Storybook-Daphna-Flegal/dp/1501815016
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Young-Children-Marie-Helene-Delval/dp/0802853838


Bibles for Older Children (ages 9 to 11) 

Deep Blue Kids Bible 

Kids Spark NRSV Bible 

The Guidebook: NRSV Student Bible (most appropriate for ages 11+) 

 

This is a list of great authors. Rather than list all their books, just know you can’t 

go wrong with anything they’ve written! 

●​ Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso 

●​ Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 

●​ Matthew Paul Turner  

●​ Amy-Jill Levine 

●​ Tim Ladwig (illustrator) 

 

Books for babies - age 3 

All Creatures Great and Small by Naoko Stoop 

Love is Patient Love is Kind by Naoko Stoop 

Psalms of Praise: A Movement Primer by Danielle Hitchen 

Images of God for Young Children by Marie-Helene Delval  

 

Books for ages 3-6 

Because Nothing Looks Like God by Lawrence Kushner 

Maybe God is Like That Too by Jennifer Grant 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands by Kadir Nelson 

The Lord’s Prayer illustrated by Tim Ladwig 

The World is Awake by Linsey David 

Let Us Pray: A Little Kid’s Guide to the Eucharist by Jennie Turrell 

 

Books for ages 6-11 

Marvellous Mustard Seed by Amy-Jill Levine 

When God Was a Little Girl by David Weiss 

Psalm 23 illustrated by Tim Ladwig 

The Beatitudes: From Slavery to Civil Rights by Carol Boston Weatherford 

Jesus from A to Z by Kevin Graham 

 

 

Resources 

StoryPath is created in collaboration with Union Presbyterian Seminary. They have 

children’s books to connect with every single lectionary text! You can also search by 

theme (everything from baptism, shyness, to horses!), scripture, and read book reviews. 

https://www.deepbluekidsbible.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Kids-Spark-Bible-Augsburg-Fortress/dp/0806670487/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=spark+bible&qid=1556244250&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/NRSV-Guidebook-Paperback-Student-Bible/dp/0061988197
https://www.amazon.com/dp/140278581X/?coliid=I273JD7BBV4MPD&colid=2MI94XA1L3HQQ&psc=0
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Patient-Kind-Naoko-Stoop/dp/1454917679/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/134-1775351-1024462?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1454917679&pd_rd_r=af6b9137-682d-11e9-b12e-253105b62179&pd_rd_w=BbiGH&pd_rd_wg=qCFAa&pf_rd_p=a2006322-0bc0-4db9-a08e-d168c18ce6f0&pf_rd_r=7251XYKBGWRP72ZK8W0D&psc=1&refRID=7251XYKBGWRP72ZK8W0D
https://www.amazon.com/Psalms-Praise-Movement-Primer-Believer%C2%AE/dp/073697234X/ref=pd_sim_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=073697234X&pd_rd_r=cc711290-682d-11e9-851c-1df216413549&pd_rd_w=j9ZBO&pd_rd_wg=zDatF&pf_rd_p=90485860-83e9-4fd9-b838-b28a9b7fda30&pf_rd_r=JV88K05132QPQ7DFPNCC&psc=1&refRID=JV88K05132QPQ7DFPNCC
https://www.amazon.com/Images-Young-Children-Marie-Helene-Delval/dp/0802853919/ref=sr_1_2?crid=7DG0QS5PO9I0&keywords=images+of+god+for+young+children&qid=1556288612&s=books&sprefix=images+of+god%2Cstripbooks%2C166&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Because-Nothing-Looks-Like-God/dp/158023092X/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/134-1775351-1024462?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=158023092X&pd_rd_r=21266ee5-682b-11e9-aa29-13293a7f6817&pd_rd_w=ALRyM&pd_rd_wg=PI8vf&pf_rd_p=a2006322-0bc0-4db9-a08e-d168c18ce6f0&pf_rd_r=S9WBK483SPS6MX2DK457&psc=1&refRID=S9WBK483SPS6MX2DK457
https://www.amazon.com/Maybe-God-Like-That-Too/dp/150642189X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/He%27s_Got_the_Whole_World_in_His_Hands
https://www.amazon.com/Lords-Prayer-Tim-Ladwig/dp/0802852386/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/134-1775351-1024462?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0802852386&pd_rd_r=963f2094-682c-11e9-9f49-5707d913d0fd&pd_rd_w=ltNiB&pd_rd_wg=tKuEk&pf_rd_p=a2006322-0bc0-4db9-a08e-d168c18ce6f0&pf_rd_r=3ZCX3Z3TZ7M8CFHE4XR7&psc=1&refRID=3ZCX3Z3TZ7M8CFHE4XR7
https://www.amazon.com/World-Awake-celebration-everyday-blessings/dp/0310762030
https://www.amazon.com/Let-Us-Pray-Little-Eucharist/dp/0819229830?fbclid=IwAR2dlriiIIX3RS-Nn6thJUXj7bRgWSBOGcmyG1M10OwYZNO3X5guQV7ETlI
https://www.amazon.com/Marvelous-Mustard-Seed-Amy-Jill-Levine/dp/0664262759
https://www.amazon.com/When-God-Was-Little-Girl/dp/0879465581
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0802851630/?coliid=I2RI85MD10BHMN&colid=1SCQIRZHAML28&psc=0
https://www.amazon.com/Beatitudes-Slavery-Civil-Rights/dp/0802853528
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0970032315/?coliid=I5YZP118EDB3W&colid=1SCQIRZHAML28&psc=0
http://storypath.upsem.edu/


There is commentary for each book describing its connection to scripture as well as 

discussion questions.  

 

Wendy Claire Barrie has written her own books about faith at home for families. Her 

blog has a bunch of resources -- books, Pinterest boards, a blog, and of course, a list of 

recommended children’s books! 

 

For Parents 

Faithful Families by Traci Smith  

I Wonder: Engaging a Child’s Curiosity about the Bible by Elizabeth Caldwell 

The Daily Question for You and Your Child: A Three-Year Spiritual Journal 

 

Advent/Christmas 

Who Built the Stable by Ashley Brown 

The Birds of Bethlehem by Tomie dePaola 

Drummer Boy by Loren Long 

The Story of Christmas illustrated by Pamela Dalton 

Go Tell It on the Mountain by Debbie Trafton O’Neal 

Humphrey’s First Christmas by Carol Heyer 

Song of the Stars by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

How Many Miles to Bethlehem by Kevin Crossley Holland 

Who is Coming to our House by Joseph Slate 

The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie dePaola 

Nativity by Cynthia Rylant 

Silent Night by Lara Hawthorne 

Christmas Love Letters from God by Glenys Nellist 

Twas the Evening of Christmas by Glenys Nellist 

The Night of His Birth by Katherine Paterson 

Home by Another Way by Barbara Brown Taylor 

Worst Christmas Ever by Kathleen Long Bostrom 

The Legend of Old Befana by Tomie dePaola 

Amazing Peace by Maya Angelou 

Refuge by Anne Booth 

Room for a Little One by Martin Waddell 

The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey by Susan Wojciechowski 

The Spirit of Christmas by Nancy Tillman 

This is the Stable by Cynthia Cotten 

 
 

https://wendyclairebarrie.com/resources/
https://www.amazon.com/Faithful-Families-Creating-Sacred-Moments/dp/0827211228/ref=pd_sim_14_27?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0827211228&pd_rd_r=d1f4785c-682c-11e9-aa29-13293a7f6817&pd_rd_w=02Oq9&pd_rd_wg=REq0w&pf_rd_p=90485860-83e9-4fd9-b838-b28a9b7fda30&pf_rd_r=78R9HRPZK8N61PPN3EHT&psc=1&refRID=78R9HRPZK8N61PPN3EHT
https://www.amazon.com/Wonder-Engaging-Childs-Curiosity-about/dp/1426799926/ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_1?crid=1LG341FAM0PEA&keywords=i+wonder+engaging+a+child%27s+curiosity+about+the+bible&qid=1556242762&s=gateway&sprefix=i+wonder+eng%2Caps%2C157&sr=8-1-fkmrnull
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/052565092X/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o09_s02?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Built-Stable-Nativity-Poem/dp/1442409347/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=who+built+the+stable&qid=1574211040&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Birds-Bethlehem-Tomie-dePaola/dp/0399257802/ref=sr_1_1?crid=22CNRQJWF40UJ&keywords=birds+of+bethlehem&qid=1574211096&sprefix=birds+of+beth%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Drummer-Boy-Loren-Long/dp/039925174X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=27KBZOJOOE6A3&keywords=drummer+boy+loren+long&qid=1574211130&sprefix=drummer+boy+loren%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Christmas-Pamela-Dalton/dp/1452104700/ref=sr_1_1?crid=91EJLUTWM1OH&keywords=the+story+of+christmas+pamela+dalton&qid=1574211175&sprefix=the+story+of+Christmas+pamela%2Caps%2C199&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Sing-Debbie-Trafton-ONeal/dp/0806645598/ref=sr_1_4?crid=AMZLYZ0UKEET&keywords=debbie+trafton+o%27neal&qid=1574211236&sprefix=Debbie+Traf%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Humphreys-First-Christmas-Carol-Heyer/dp/0824956168/ref=sr_1_1?crid=VQTYREPJQMJH&keywords=humphrey%27s+first+christmas&qid=1574211280&sprefix=humphrey%27s+first%2Caps%2C176&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Song-Stars-Christmas-Sally-Lloyd-Jones/dp/0310722918/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=song+of+the+stars&qid=1574211299&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0439676428/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=revtrasmi-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0439676428&linkId=293c2db94ef1e3b1e5c19e96c0f66d28
https://www.amazon.com/Who-Coming-House-Joseph-Slate/dp/0399234101
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Poinsettia-Tomie-dePaola/dp/0698115678
https://www.amazon.com/Nativity-Cynthia-Rylant/dp/1481470418/ref=sr_1_1?crid=11O0SEYW326WM&keywords=nativity+cynthia+rylant&qid=1574211489&sprefix=nativity+cyn%2Caps%2C176&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1786030667/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=revtrasmi-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1786030667&linkId=9b7dc46012d20110590066da4e67c5a9
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Love-Letters-God-Stories/dp/0310748240
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310745535/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=revtrasmi-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=0310745535&linkId=7c75c54bf0f1d271f760872409c739f0
https://www.amazon.com/Night-His-Birth-Katherine-Paterson/dp/1947888129/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+night+of+his+birth&qid=1574211783&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Home-Another-Way-Christmas-Story/dp/1947888005/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=home+by+another+way&qid=1574211836&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Worst-Christmas-Ever-Kathleen-Bostrom/dp/1947888099/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=the+worst+christmas+ever&qid=1574211889&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyR05HVUQ4UkpOSjlMJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjM4MDg3MkIzNEtaMDFHWkxINSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMDk1Mzk0MVNPWEZJVUNMMVI0QyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Old-Befana-Italian-Christmas/dp/1481477633/ref=pd_sbs_14_40?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1481477633&pd_rd_r=6e5a5022-33c8-4218-aa57-24fac4fb000c&pd_rd_w=lPGBF&pd_rd_wg=wOg6H&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=NJZDERXSVVDZYBB7D3R6&psc=1&refRID=NJZDERXSVVDZYBB7D3R6
https://www.amazon.com/Amazing-Peace-Christmas-Maya-Angelou/dp/0375841504/ref=pd_sbs_14_6/141-6631686-7479564?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0375841504&pd_rd_r=ebacb48d-7c93-48d3-8f9a-f12e7933b7d1&pd_rd_w=2niBP&pd_rd_wg=ZXz5K&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=C834YMADSQ1B04NZM6JR&psc=1&refRID=C834YMADSQ1B04NZM6JR
https://www.amazon.com/Refuge-Anne-Booth/dp/0316361720/ref=pd_sbs_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0316361720&pd_rd_r=4c306e5e-521a-418e-9f10-095a4bea7c77&pd_rd_w=9TXXL&pd_rd_wg=ZKn81&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=SWPCN4JNGHYJ176PP6XN&psc=1&refRID=SWPCN4JNGHYJ176PP6XN
https://www.amazon.com/Room-Little-One-Christmas-Tale/dp/141692518X/ref=pd_sbs_14_5/141-6631686-7479564?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=141692518X&pd_rd_r=a4d6b1d9-5ba3-4954-816e-e3e143e61a4c&pd_rd_w=PZzPB&pd_rd_wg=pj6R0&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=HPFEFFWW3YSE1DQAC7GN&psc=1&refRID=HPFEFFWW3YSE1DQAC7GN
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Miracle-Jonathan-Toomey/dp/0763678228
https://www.amazon.com/Spirit-Christmas-Nancy-Tillman/dp/0312549652/ref=pd_sbs_14_21?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0312549652&pd_rd_r=68a5e867-de13-418e-bf31-7a92f4ad830e&pd_rd_w=p7bWa&pd_rd_wg=mvfBU&pf_rd_p=52b7592c-2dc9-4ac6-84d4-4bda6360045e&pf_rd_r=26X8H5390GETZWD7T1Y9&psc=1&refRID=26X8H5390GETZWD7T1Y9
https://www.amazon.com/This-Stable-Cynthia-Cotten/dp/0312384211


Holy Week 

Holy Week: An Emotions Primer (babies - age 6) 

 

 

Easter 

Easter Love Letters from God (ages 3-11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Week-Emotions-Primer-Believer%C2%AE/dp/0736976965/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/134-1775351-1024462?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0736976965&pd_rd_r=e402db21-682d-11e9-a637-6b060766031a&pd_rd_w=eigd8&pd_rd_wg=TPIKn&pf_rd_p=a2006322-0bc0-4db9-a08e-d168c18ce6f0&pf_rd_r=5BW0APQS9VZG379TT511&psc=1&refRID=5BW0APQS9VZG379TT511
https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Love-Letters-God-Stories/dp/0310760658/ref=pd_sim_14_29?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0310760658&pd_rd_r=fffcb86c-682d-11e9-b7b1-9768eea003d5&pd_rd_w=X5pDM&pd_rd_wg=aBOtd&pf_rd_p=90485860-83e9-4fd9-b838-b28a9b7fda30&pf_rd_r=9ESZEB5XHS9RZ6YJ0VQ1&psc=1&refRID=9ESZEB5XHS9RZ6YJ0VQ1

