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CONNECTING FAMILIES TO ECONOMIC SUPPORTS: Needs Screening Checklist

Needs Screening Checklist
Use this to identify opportunities to support a family’s economic and concrete needs.

Case planners and families or young people can work through this checklist together to identify and prioritize needs. Then can also use the visual Needs Screening Worksheet.  
	QUESTIONS
	PROVIDER NOTES

	Access to Food
This question helps us understand if you need help getting food from food banks, SNAP benefits, or other food resources.
Do you need help getting enough food for your family?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	

	Housing/Living Situation
These questions help us understand if you need help with housing. This includes help paying for rent, finding shelter resources, preventing eviction, fixing your home, or paying back rent you owe.
Do you have permanent housing?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
If yes, are you worried about being evicted?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
Do you owe any past-due rent?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
Does your home need repairs or extermination?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	





	QUESTIONS
	PROVIDER NOTES

	Utilities
This question helps us understand if you might need help with programs that pay overdue utilities or preventing service getting shut off.
Do you owe any past-due utilities?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
If yes, have you received a shut-off notice?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	

	Health Insurance
This question helps us understand if you need help signing up for Medicaid, Medicare, or other plans so you can see a doctor.
Do you and your children have health insurance?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Public Benefits
This question helps us understand if you're getting all the benefits you're eligible for, and if you’d like help with applications or recertifications.
Do you have public assistance? (e.g., SNAP, Section 8 voucher, Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income)
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Clothing

This question helps us understand if you need help finding places to get clothes for you and your family.
Do you and your family have the clothes you need?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 

	



	QUESTIONS
	PROVIDER NOTES

	Documents
This question helps us understand if you need help finding documents or replacing documents that are needed for employment, benefits, and housing.
Do you know where your important documents are? (e.g., birth certificate, social security card, NYC ID Card)
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Employment
These questions help us understand if you need help connecting to workforce programs, finding better opportunities, or getting more work hours.
Do you want to work but aren’t right now?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Are you working but not earning enough to meet your family’s needs?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Do you want to work more hours than you currently are?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	

	Childcare
This question helps us understand if childcare could help support your work and education goals.
Are you unable to work or further your education because you don’t have childcare?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	





	QUESTIONS
	PROVIDER NOTES

	Transportation
This question helps us understand if you need help with bus or subway passes, transportation vouchers, or getting rides to important appointments.
Do you or your children miss appointments, work, school, or other important things because transportation costs too much?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Education
This question helps us understand if you’d like to connect to educational programs that fit your schedule and goals. 
Are you interested in educational opportunities? (e.g., GED, workforce training programs, English learning classes, college) 
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Money Management
These questions help us understand if you’d benefit from free tax help, tax credits you may qualify for (such as the Earned Income Tax Credit), or help with budgeting.
Would you like help filing or understanding your taxes?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Would you like help receiving tax credits you may qualify for?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Would you like help budgeting your money or benefits?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	



	QUESTIONS
	PROVIDER NOTES

	Legal Support
These questions help us understand if you need legal help with unpaid wages, preventing eviction, or immigration issues.
Have you ever not been paid for hours that you worked?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Is your landlord threatening to evict you?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Do you need an immigration attorney?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
Do you have an active court case?
¡ Yes  ¡ No 
	

	Other Life Needs
These questions help us better understand the full picture of your family’s needs to see where we can help more.
Are you able to get the things your children need (like clothes, school supplies, or other essentials)?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
Do you have to sacrifice something else to make that happen?
¡ Yes  ¡ No
	







Determine Priorities
Work with the family to decide which of the needs you identified are most important to them address. Indicate the highest priority needs in the list below.
	Access to Food
Housing/Living Situation
Utilities
Health Insurance
Public Benefits
	Clothing
Documents
Employment
Childcare
Transportation
	Education 
Money Management
Legal Support
Other Life Needs

	Provider Information
Write the name of the staff member who completed this form, along with the date it was completed.

	Completed by                                                                                      
	
	Date (mm/dd/yyyy)
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