
 
Investing in our shared future 

Articles & Reports 
●​ The BREATHE Act Is A Counterproposal To Justice In Policing Act in NPR  
●​ Black Women Are The Beating Hearts Behind The BREATHE Act in Essence 
●​ A new community safety blueprint: How the federal government can address 

violence and harm through a public health approach, from Brookings 

Podcasts 
●​ The Breathe Act: A love letter via policy from The Activist Files Podcast  
●​ National, Black-Led Organizations Are Redefining Public Safety Through 

Community-Based Solutions from The Takeaway    
 
Visioning for the future  

●​ What a World Without Cops Would Look Like in Mother Jones  
●​ Cities Taking Up Calls to What a World Without Cops Would Look Like – Mother 

Jones (2020-06)Defund the Police in Citylab 
●​ Is Prison Necessary? Ruth Wilson Gilmore Might Change Your Mind in NY Times 
●​ Big Dreams and Bold Steps Toward a Police-Free Future in Truthout 
●​ ‘The conversation is the protest’ — how Black Lives Matter forced us to imagine a 

world without police in Waging Nonviolence 
●​ Minneapolis Organizers Are Already Building the Tools for Safety Without Police in 

Truthout  
●​ Black Feminism Offers a Path to Abolition in bitch media  
●​ What are we talking about when we talk about a “police-free future”? By MPD150  

 
Jews and policing in the United States 

●​ Black Jews to White Jews Change Your Relationship to the Police in the Forward  
●​ Jews of Color and the Policing of White Space in Jewish Currents  
●​ Against Analogy in Jewish Currents 
●​ ‘As a Jew of color, I need more people in my community to speak up’ in Haaretz 
●​ Guns In Synagogues Will Make Black Jews Less Safe in The Forward 
●​ A Guide to Talking to Your White Jewish Family About Anti-Black Racism 

 
History of anti-Blackness and policing in the United States 

●​ Why Black America Fears the Police in PS Magazine  
●​ Rough Justice How America Became Overpoliced in the New Republic  
●​ Sessions invokes ‘Anglo-American heritage’ of sheriff’s offices  
●​ How Racist Policing Took Over American Cities, explained by a historian in Vox 
●​ Timeline of Events that Led to the Fed Up 2020 Up rising in the Root 
●​ Police from Last Week Tonight with John Oliver (video) 
●​ How Can We Win from Kimberly Jones (video) 

 

https://www.npr.org/2021/03/23/980234498/the-breathe-act-is-a-counterproposal-to-justice-in-policing-act
https://www.essence.com/gallery/breathe-act-black-women-m4bl/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/a-new-community-safety-blueprint-how-the-federal-government-can-address-violence-and-harm-through-a-public-health-approach/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/a-new-community-safety-blueprint-how-the-federal-government-can-address-violence-and-harm-through-a-public-health-approach/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/episode-35-the-breath-act-a-love-letter-via-policy/id1389473053?i=1000508692300
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/public-safety-community-solutions
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/takeaway/segments/public-safety-community-solutions
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2020/06/police-abolition-george-floyd/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2020/06/defund-police-city-council-budget-divest-public-resources/612694/
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2020/06/police-abolition-george-floyd/
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2020/06/police-abolition-george-floyd/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2020/06/defund-police-city-council-budget-divest-public-resources/612694/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/17/magazine/prison-abolition-ruth-wilson-gilmore.html
https://truthout.org/articles/big-dreams-and-bold-steps-toward-a-police-free-future/
https://wagingnonviolence.org/2020/06/black-lives-matter-imagine-world-without-police-nicole-carty/
https://wagingnonviolence.org/2020/06/black-lives-matter-imagine-world-without-police-nicole-carty/
https://truthout.org/articles/minneapolis-organizers-are-already-building-the-tools-for-safety-without-police/
https://www.bitchmedia.org/article/black-feminism-blueprint-abolition?fbclid=IwAR1QjVcCQ84iqF-1SDYaVH8zvDk_sZLTuCn6N_Iy67Q2s1RZmquDhkvD03c
https://www.mpd150.com/what-are-we-talking-about-when-we-talk-about-a-police-free-future/
https://forward.com/news/national/447936/police-george-floyd-protest/?utm_source=PostUp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter%20RSS_Test&utm_maildate=06/03/2020
https://jewishcurrents.org/jews-of-color-and-the-policing-of-white-space/
https://jewishcurrents.org/against-analogy/?fbclid=IwAR0Abo87k2ecJqpX-ZEj6vB5PR5KOKNangSk62uttkOrXUFUJjA_hG2z310
https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/.premium-as-a-jew-of-color-i-need-more-people-in-my-community-to-speak-up-1.8908940
https://forward.com/opinion/413590/arming-synagogues-will-make-them-less-safe-for-black-jews-stop-erasing-us/
https://www.heyalma.com/a-guide-to-talking-to-your-white-jewish-parents-about-anti-black-racism/
https://psmag.com/social-justice/why-black-america-fears-the-police
https://newrepublic.com/article/148304/rough-justice-america-over-policed
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/12/politics/jeff-sessions-anglo-american-law-enforcement/index.html
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/6/21280643/police-brutality-violence-protests-racism-khalil-muhammad?fbclid=IwAR3ldJMJj8X_D4_Q5sYdq_sGUC5n5cJfeofGbg_ziZC0rJP5mB3LB-y7e-U
https://www.theroot.com/a-timeline-of-events-that-led-to-the-2020-fed-up-rising-1843780800?utm_campaign=The%252520Root&utm_content=1590862085&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2kCON2vQ7FY3NTmSrQdiqeP_2E8jPOe8Am6ro1nv7V-D7dfQkbO6mG-RU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf4cea5oObY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb9_qGOa9Go


 

●​ The racist roots of American policing: From slave patrols to traffic stops in The 
Conversation 

●​ The History Of Police In Creating Social Order In The U.S. on NPR  
●​ Confessions of a Former Bastard Cop  
●​ A Brief History of Policing of Black Music in Literary Hub  
●​ Black Lives Over Broken Windows by Political Research Associates  
●​ The Invention of the Police in the New Yorker  

 
Policing protest  

●​ Police Erupt in Violence Nationwide in Slate  
●​ Across America Police are Responding to Peaceful Protest with Violence in the 

Guardian  
●​ We say black lives matter. The FBI says that makes us a security threat. In The 

Washington Post 
●​ PHOTOS: Since Standing Rock, 56 Bills Have Been Introduced in 30 States to Restrict 

Protests in The Nation 
●​ Meet The "Outside Agitator" Whose Bronx March Was Violently Crushed By The 

NYPD in Gothamist 
●​ The Limits and Dangers of a Fixation on “Nonviolence” in The New Republic 
●​ People protesting George Floyd’s death are teargassed. People with assault 

weapons who want to visit a hair salon are praised in The Independent 
●​ Police, Paramilitaries, and Protests for Racial Justice from Political Research 

Associates  
●​ The Anti-Black and Anti-Semitic History of “Outside Agitators”: An Interview with 

Spencer Sunshine in Its Going Down  
●​ Police partially blinded 8 people in 1 day during BLM protests in the Grio  
●​ Struggle for Power: The Ongoing Persecution of Black Movement by the U.S. 

Government report by Movement for Black Lives & the Creating Law Enforcement 
Accountability & Responsibility (CLEAR) clinic 

 
Understanding the demand to defund the police 

●​ Defund the the Police in the Atlantic  
●​ Defund Police Divest Explainer from Vox  
●​ Movement to Defund the Police Explained in Fast Company  
●​ Movement to Defund the Police Gains Unprecedented Support in US in the 

Guardian  
●​ To Defund the Police Activists Rewrote City Budgets in Citylab 
●​ The Only Solution is to Defund the Police in the Nation  
●​ The Price of Defunding the Police in Citylab (from 2017) 
●​ How to Change Policing in America in Slate  
●​ Why People Say Defund the Police at Black Lives Matter Protests in Cosmopolitan  
●​ What Defund the Police Actually Means in Rolling Stone 
●​ Messaging from the Movement for Black Lives around Defunding the Police  
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https://theconversation.com/the-racist-roots-of-american-policing-from-slave-patrols-to-traffic-stops-112816
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/05/871083599/the-history-of-police-in-creating-social-order-in-the-u-s
https://medium.com/@OfcrACab/confessions-of-a-former-bastard-cop-bb14d17bc759
https://lithub.com/a-brief-history-of-the-policing-of-black-music/
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2016/07/06/black-lives-over-broken-windows-challenging-the-policing-paradigm-rooted-in-right-wing-folk-wisdom
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/07/20/the-invention-of-the-police
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/05/george-floyd-protests-police-violence.html?fbclid=IwAR10qOhWuFSytKgN88ekSnKEQ1Az-eJyAiCcMg_PThvZcY_SanRd2_rcJaI
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jun/01/george-floyd-violent-rioters-america-police-officers?CMP=fb_gu&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR3WofsKHZ05w8hWmMwrT70-lPMejUBdVMBb9gn1kg7tlv3QlSJp8MfZgjk#Echobox=1591008621
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2017/10/19/we-say-black-lives-matter-the-fbi-says-that-makes-us-a-security-threat/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/photos-since-standing-rock-56-bills-have-been-introduced-in-30-states-to-restrict-protests/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/photos-since-standing-rock-56-bills-have-been-introduced-in-30-states-to-restrict-protests/
https://gothamist.com/news/meet-outside-agitator-whose-bronx-march-was-violently-crushed-nypd
https://gothamist.com/news/meet-outside-agitator-whose-bronx-march-was-violently-crushed-nypd
https://newrepublic.com/article/158087/limits-dangers-fixation-nonviolence?utm_content=buffer4e528&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/george-floyd-death-protests-minneapolis-lockdown-salon-trump-a9535561.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/george-floyd-death-protests-minneapolis-lockdown-salon-trump-a9535561.html
https://www.politicalresearch.org/2020/06/03/police-paramilitaries-and-protests-racial-justice
https://itsgoingdown.org/the-anti-black-and-anti-semitic-history-of-outside-agitators-an-interview-with-spencer-sunshine/
https://itsgoingdown.org/the-anti-black-and-anti-semitic-history-of-outside-agitators-an-interview-with-spencer-sunshine/
https://thegrio.com/2020/07/14/police-partially-blinded-protesters/
https://m4bl.org/struggle-for-power/
https://m4bl.org/struggle-for-power/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/defund-police/612682/
https://www.vox.com/2020/6/3/21276824/defund-police-divest-explainer
https://www.fastcompany.com/90511824/is-it-time-to-defund-the-police
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/04/defund-the-police-us-george-floyd-budgets
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2020/06/defund-police-reform-peoples-budget-racism-city-funding/612517/
https://www.thenation.com/article/activism/defund-police-protest/
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2017/07/the-price-of-defunding-the-police/533232/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/06/police-reform-america-george-floyd.html
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/politics/a32757152/defund-police-black-lives-matter/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/defund-the-police-1007254/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zBXtbsUm4ou7Q4bbq9dWS83J6v2DVybY/view


 

●​ Abolition or Reform in Salon  
●​ How I Became a Police Abolitionist in the Atlantic  
●​ Its time to reimagine what police do in the Orlando Sentinel  

 
Book List: 

●​ A Reading List to Understand Police Brutality in America in Vox  
●​ Free Books to Read until July 12 from Cambridge University Press  

 
 

3 

https://www.salon.com/2020/06/17/abolish-or-reform-proposals-to-end-police-violence-seek-radical-transformation/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/07/how-i-became-police-abolitionist/613540/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/guest-commentary/os-op-the-problem-is-policing-20200705-65ytmdceevakboqu3jzerbyu7a-story.html
https://www.vox.com/culture/2020/6/6/21281018/anti-racist-reading-list-police-brutality-syllabus
https://www.cambridge.org/core/what-we-publish/journals/protests-policing-and-race

