
 
 

Alegría Musical: Venezuela 
Teaching Artist: Juan Manuel Trujillo, Hery Paz​
Writer: Juan Manuel Trujillo, Evan Harris 

Summary 
This is the fifth lesson from the Alegría Musical Course. Students will visit Venezuela with 
puppets Pepe and Tito to learn about the traditions of joropo and Afro-Venezuelan music. Then 
students will perform a song using call and response. 
 

Objectives 
●​ Summarize important information about the culture, history, and geography of 

Venezuela. 
●​ Identify connections between Venezuelan and African musical traditions. 
●​ Perform a song using call and response. 

 

Materials 
●​ Google Slides: Venezuela 
●​ Alegría Musical: Latin American 

Stories Travel Diary 
●​ Alegría Musical: Cuentos Latino 

Americanos, Diario de Viaje 
●​ All About Venezuela 
●​ Venezuelan Flag 
●​ Map of Venezuela 
●​ Afro-Venezuelan Music 
●​ The Cuatro 

●​ Kye Kye Kule Lyrics 
●​ Kye Kye Kule Performed by Students 
●​ Kye Kye Kule Backing Track 
●​ S’Cool Sounds Padlet 
●​ Instruments for visual reference: 

Maracas, Tambor Mina 
●​ Adaptive instruments: hand 

clapping, foot tapping, or mouth 
clicking 

 
Note: S'Cool Sounds lessons are for educational and informational use only. SCS highly 
recommends the use of SafeShare to watch media securely without advertisements, pop-ups, 
and/or unwanted [inappropriate] content when teaching young audiences.  
 
Explore 
1. Display Google Slides: Venezuela. Distribute the Alegría Musical: Latin American Stories 
Travel Diary. Allow students a moment to personalize the diary. Tell students they will use the 
diary as they travel through Latin America with puppets Pepe and Tito, drawing and recording 
important facts about another culture.  
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VkPxQpz5N1gxekV4-oQTz6E2YH8_9bjrAScOH7A8ZxM/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zNWDn5pA_1zUPe7x_Wr1wdZ_bKMR7jE0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zNWDn5pA_1zUPe7x_Wr1wdZ_bKMR7jE0/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/eDjyHOjEu-c
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Venezuela#/media/File:Flag_of_Venezuela.svg
https://goo.gl/maps/rb8Fx2rJQDDzGsKz9
https://youtu.be/iDpzSNqYNGI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuatro_(instrument)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G3gk8VAkshTGG-7KtFjG2xLK-CXsX5AavSDSEvDKPi4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72WK_2ofeHw
https://youtu.be/nPxbW6mzk2w
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maraca
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mina_(drum)
https://safeshare.tv/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VkPxQpz5N1gxekV4-oQTz6E2YH8_9bjrAScOH7A8ZxM/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R9siCg-fx0yLcPB2WtkM_ihMZBcZdiSo/view?usp=sharing


 

2. Show the All About Venezuela video. Ask students to remember key geographical and cultural 
elements discussed in the video. Ask: Where is the country located on a map? Is there a national 
sport? Does the Venezuelan Flag look similar to other flags of Latin American countries? How 
many strings are on the instrument called the cuatro? Does the cuatro look like another musical 
instrument you have seen before? What does the name of the instrument mean in languages other 
than English, like Spanish or Italian?  
 
3. Allow time for students to draw and write in their diary, recalling information they learned 
from the video.  
 
Learn 
1. Introduce students to Afro-Venezuelan Music. Explain that Afro-Venezuelan music includes 
elements of both African and Latin American musical traditions. These two musical styles have 
been combined for nearly five hundred years, which creates a unique kind of Venezuelan music. 
While instruments such as the cuatro are descendents from a Latin American family of 
instruments, drums like the tambor de mina y curbata, tambor cumaco; quitiplás, and culoepuya 
are descendents from an African family of instruments.  
 
2. Afro-Venezuelan Music (and many other kinds of Latin American music) often includes a 
musical technique called call and response. Explain that while students are most likely familiar 
with call and response as a teacher’s method to gain their attention (for example, “1, 2, 3, eyes 
on me,” “1, 2, eyes on you”), call and response is also very common in African music. One person 
or group will sing the call, and another person or group will sing the response. Tell students that 
they will learn to say the words to a song from Ghana, a country in Africa, that uses call and 
response. 
 
3. Using the Kye Kye Kule Lyrics, ask students to say each line of the lyrics by repeating after 
you. Note: “Kaka shilanga” is a rhyming derivative of “Kofi sa langa.” Teachers may consider 
substituting “Kaka shilanga” for “Lala shilanga” as the word association to “caca” in Spanish 
means “poop.” Show Kye Kye Kule performed by students and ask students to observe the call 
and response in action, and how the song is passed between the two groups on stage.  
 
4. Once students show success with the lyrics and understand call and response, use the Kye 
Kye Kule Backing Track to perform the song as a class. Divide the class into two choruses or 
groups, and ask each chorus to take turns at performing either the call or the response. 
 
5. Listen to Afro-Venezuelan Music and encourage students to listen for the call and response 
effect in the music. 
 
Perform & Share 
1. Create a one minute video performing “Kye Kye Kule.” Share the video at the S’Cool Sounds 
Padlet. 
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https://youtu.be/eDjyHOjEu-c
https://goo.gl/maps/tShULYWm3gcenbYR9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Venezuela#/media/File:Flag_of_Venezuela.svg
https://youtu.be/iDpzSNqYNGI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuatro_(instrument)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G3gk8VAkshTGG-7KtFjG2xLK-CXsX5AavSDSEvDKPi4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72WK_2ofeHw
https://youtu.be/nPxbW6mzk2w
https://youtu.be/nPxbW6mzk2w
https://youtu.be/iDpzSNqYNGI?t=287
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7
https://padlet.com/SCoolSounds/22ahwc6nyypuswp7


 

 
2. Tell students to get their diary ready for the next lesson, which is a visit to Colombia. 
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