
What is cross-listing? 
 
Students and teachers are added to Canvas courses. Teachers create learning content in the 
courses so the students can access it. 
 

Common Problem: 
●​ You add learning content to Canvas 

courses 
●​ You have several courses that have 

the same content 
●​ You have to create the content 

multiple times 
●​ You have to maintain the content in 

multiple places. 
 

Solution: 
●​ You can move the section of students from several courses into one single course. This 

means you would use one Canvas course with multiple “sections” within it and can 
create content and maintain that content within the single live course. 
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Vocabulary: 

●​ Section - Container of the enrollments of a Canvas course. You can have multiple 
sections within one course but you must have at least one section. 

 
 
What Can Be Assigned to Individual Sections? 

●​ Inbox messages 
●​ Assignments 
●​ Announcements 

●​ Quizzes 
●​ Discussions 

 

●​ Due Dates 
●​ Accessibility Dates 

 
 
Setup & Use Overview: 

●​ Go to the section of the course you wish to move. Select “Cross-List this Section”. 
●​ Find the course you wish to move it to in a search box. Select it. Push the button, 

“Cross-List this Section”. 
●​ Maintain the content and assignments within the one course with all the sections of 

students. Gradebook passback will pass grades to the separate Infinite Campus sections 
as before. 

 
 
Resources: 

●​ Use the CCSD step-by-step directions found in the How to Cross-List document. 
●​ Canvas Instructor Guides - Cross-Listing 
●​ Should you need to undo cross-listing you can check out this how to document. 

 
 
IMPORTANT: Grades do not come with the section when cross-listing. Be sure to backup your 
gradebook, if you’ve taken grades already, before cross-listing. 
 
 
Comparison to Blueprint Courses:  

●​ Blueprint courses need to be setup by your Canvas Controller before you can use them. 
●​ You still have multiple courses to go into for grading and feedback. 
●​ Additional benefit of cross-listing is being able to have discussions between the students 

of multiple sections (especially useful for small sections from Infinite Campus, special ed, 
AP, etc.). 

 

Curriculum and Instruction Division, Academic Unit 
Online and Blended Learning Department​ Page 2 of 2​ rev. 7-16-18 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/105GJjwJlBXG957lc_W1aUpC4uZLLa-WBCjdSBSS3LTQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-12983-4152718703
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNDE-Afuqd5C2PXBzcQmbq_gEXBfi_uqpp5tRfLUqj8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ei20sOo0Cekti4GbZWpLOJE_BtFOBvV7A_L7z-Fs0sI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ei20sOo0Cekti4GbZWpLOJE_BtFOBvV7A_L7z-Fs0sI/edit?usp=sharing
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