
Our website has 4 levels of factoring, but that is just a way I’ve thought about it.  It’s not 
necessary to perceive factoring as having four levels and the written word on factoring does not 
break factoring into 4 levels.  Rather most textbooks talking about two situations with respect to 
factoring: 
 

1.​ When a = 1 (by the way, this is level 3 in the videos) 
2.​ When a > 1 (by the way, this is level 4 in the videos) 

 
There are three famous methods for factoring.   
 
To read about the trial and error method, click the link below: 
 
Trial and error method a = 1 
Trial and error method a > 1 
 
To read about the area model method (which is basically trial and error with a diagram), click the 
link below: 
 
Area model method a = 1 
Area model  method a > 1 
 
Just watch the videos for the area model, not any good written explanations. 
 
To read about the split the middle (or “ac method”) method, click the link below: 
 
Split the middle method a = 1 
Split the middle method a >1 
 
Split the middle is the same method regardless of the value of a, so only one link is provided. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LY2que3yJcrdwTZbExYcML7N6pBVmTSC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bGwIFQlMo8wxkxXA_4DtMYAT8wxvLb4Z/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15z7t9wq0iNHZQ_w_h4eC4ijCEMmKIRpu/view?usp=drive_link

