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1. What is special about the New York Times Crossword puzzle that Neal Conan keeps

on his desk?

2. Is the baseball signed by anyone famous?

3. Where are the toys located?

4. What three things are on the corkboard?

5. According to Sam Gosling, what are three areas where we can find information about

people?

6. Besides knowing what the personal items are, how else can these items give us

information?

7. In order to get information about a person based on their personal items, it is crucial

to combine which two factors?



Neal Conan, Host: This is Talk of the Nation. 'm Neal Conan in Washington. The
framed items on the wall of my office include my FCC third-class radio telephone
operator’s license from 1973 and the New York Times crossword puzzle from the day
my name was used as a clue. There’s a baseball on my desk, not signed or anything,
just a baseball. Some toys sit on top of the speaker: a beach chair with a life preserver,
a double-decker London bus, and a cork board has family pictures, John F. Kennedy
behind the wheel of a PT-109, and a postcard of Giants Stadium in New Jersey. Sam
Gosling, are those few things enough to tell you anything about what kind of person |

am?

Sam Gosling: Yeah, they certainly could tell us a lot. There’s a lot of information, a lot
of it not so obvious, but there’s a lot of information in places like people’s personal

spaces, their offices or their living spaces.

Conan: Mhm. And not just what they are, but the way they’re arranged. For example, if
the family pictures look out to the guest in the office or, um, or inward to, uh, to the

person who occupies it.

Gosling: Yeah. It’s really crucial to combine not only what they are, but how they’ve

been placed



