
Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 
 
 

Before 1700 
 
 
1. **1492**: Christopher Columbus sailed to America and landed in the Bahamas. 
2. **1607**: The establishment of Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in 
America. 
3. **1619**: The arrival of the first African slaves in Virginia. 
4. **1620**: The Pilgrims aboard the Mayflower landed at Plymouth Rock and established the 
Plymouth Colony. 
5. **1626**: Peter Minuit purchased Manhattan Island from Native Americans, founding New 
Amsterdam (later New York City). 
6. **1630**: The Puritans established the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
7. **1636**: Harvard College was founded in Massachusetts. 
8. **1639**: The Fundamental Orders were adopted in Connecticut, establishing the first written 
constitution in America. 
9. **1643**: The United Colonies of New England was formed as a military alliance between 
Massachusetts Bay, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven colonies. 
10. **1652**: The Massachusetts Bay Colony began minting its own coins, including the Pine 
Tree Shilling. 
11. **1664**: The English seized New Amsterdam from the Dutch and renamed it New York. 
12. **1675-1676**: King Philip's War broke out between Native American tribes and New 
England colonists. 
13. **1681**: William Penn received a charter for Pennsylvania from King Charles II. 
14. **1682**: William Penn founded Philadelphia as the capital of Pennsylvania. 
15. **1688-1689**: The Glorious Revolution occurred in England, leading to changes in 
governance in the American colonies. 
16. **1692**: The Salem Witch Trials took place in Massachusetts, resulting in the execution of 
20 individuals accused of witchcraft. 
17. **1690**: The first American newspaper, Publick Occurrences Both Forreign and Domestick, 
was published in Boston. 
18. **1693**: The College of William & Mary was established in Virginia. 
19. **1697**: The founding of the town of Williamsburg, Virginia, as a colonial capital. 
20. **1700**: The population of the American colonies continued to grow, with more settlers 
arriving from Europe and elsewhere. 
 

 

 

 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

Between 1700 & 1800 

 

1. **1732**: George Washington, the first President of the United States, is born. 
2. **1754-1763**: The French and Indian War is fought between the British and French, with 
Native American allies on both sides. 
3. **1760**: King George III ascends to the throne of Great Britain and becomes King of the 
American colonies. 
4. **1763**: The Treaty of Paris ends the French and Indian War, with Britain gaining control of 
French Canada and Spanish Florida. 
5. **1765**: The Stamp Act is imposed on the American colonies, leading to widespread 
protests and boycotts. 
6. **1773**: The Boston Tea Party takes place as colonists protest against British taxation by 
dumping tea into Boston Harbor. 
7. **1775**: The American Revolution begins with the battles of Lexington and Concord in 
Massachusetts. 
8. **1776**: The Declaration of Independence is signed, declaring America's independence from 
Britain. 
9. **1777**: The Articles of Confederation, the first constitution of the United States, are adopted 
by the Continental Congress. 
10. **1781**: The Battle of Yorktown marks the decisive victory of American and French forces 
over the British, leading to the end of the Revolutionary War. 
11. **1783**: The Treaty of Paris is signed, officially ending the American Revolutionary War 
and recognizing American independence. 
12. **1787**: The Constitutional Convention is held in Philadelphia to draft the United States 
Constitution. 
13. **1788**: The United States Constitution is ratified, establishing a federal government with a 
system of checks and balances. 
14. **1789**: George Washington is inaugurated as the first President of the United States. 
15. **1791**: The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, is ratified, 
protecting individual freedoms. 
16. **1793**: Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin, revolutionizing cotton production in the South 
and increasing the demand for enslaved labor. 
17. **1794**: The Whiskey Rebellion, a protest against a federal tax on whiskey, takes place in 
western Pennsylvania. 
18. **1796**: Tennessee becomes the 16th state to join the United States. 
19. **1797**: John Adams becomes the second President of the United States, succeeding 
George Washington. 
20. **1799**: George Washington, the first President of the United States, dies at Mount Vernon, 
Virginia. 
 

 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 
Between 1800 & 1900 

 
 
1. **1803**: The Louisiana Purchase doubles the size of the United States. 
2. **1804-1806**: The Lewis and Clark Expedition explores the newly acquired Louisiana 
Territory, mapping the western lands and meeting Native American tribes. 
3. **1812-1815**: The War of 1812 is fought between the United States and Britain, ending with 
the Treaty of Ghent. 
4. **1814**: Francis Scott Key writes "The Star-Spangled Banner" during the Battle of Baltimore. 
5. **1820**: The Missouri Compromise is passed, balancing the number of slave and free 
states. 
6. **1830**: The Indian Removal Act is signed, leading to the forced relocation of Native 
American tribes to western lands. 
7. **1836**: The Battle of the Alamo takes place in Texas during the Texas Revolution. 
8. **1845**: Texas is admitted as the 28th state of the United States. 
9. **1846-1848**: The Mexican-American War is fought, resulting in the acquisition of California 
and other southwestern territories. 
10. **1849**: The California Gold Rush begins after gold is discovered at Sutter's Mill. 
11. **1857**: The Dred Scott decision by the Supreme Court denies citizenship and basic rights 
to African Americans. 
12. **1861-1865**: The American Civil War is fought between the Union (North) and the 
Confederacy (South) over issues including slavery. 
13. **1863**: President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing slaves 
in Confederate-held territories. 
14. **1865**: The Civil War ends with the surrender of Confederate General Robert E. Lee at 
Appomattox Court House. 
15. **1869**: The First Transcontinental Railroad is completed, linking the East and West coasts 
of the United States. 
16. **1870**: The 15th Amendment is ratified, granting African American men the right to vote. 
17. **1876**: The Battle of Little Bighorn takes place between the U.S. Army and Native 
American tribes, including the Sioux and Cheyenne. 
18. **1886**: The Statue of Liberty is dedicated in New York Harbor as a symbol of freedom and 
democracy. 
19. **1890**: The Wounded Knee Massacre occurs in South Dakota, marking the end of the 
Indian Wars. 
20. **1898**: The Spanish-American War is fought, resulting in the United States gaining 
territories including Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. 
 
 
 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

Between 1900 & 2000 

 
 
1. **1903**: The Wright brothers achieve the first powered flight at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
2. **1913**: The 16th Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, allowing the federal government 
to collect income tax. 
3. **1914-1918**: World War I takes place, involving many countries around the world. 
4. **1919**: The 18th Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, prohibiting the manufacture, 
sale, and transportation of alcohol. 
5. **1920**: The 19th Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, granting women the right to 
vote. 
6. **1929**: The stock market crashes, leading to the Great Depression, a period of economic 
hardship. 
7. **1933**: President Franklin D. Roosevelt launches the New Deal to help lift the country out 
of the Great Depression. 
8. **1941**: The United States enters World War II after the attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan. 
9. **1945**: World War II ends with the surrender of Germany and Japan. 
10. **1947**: Jackie Robinson becomes the first African American to play Major League 
Baseball in the modern era. 
11. **1954**: The Supreme Court rules segregation in schools unconstitutional in Brown v. 
Board of Education. 
12. **1963**: Martin Luther King Jr. delivers his "I Have a Dream" speech during the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 
13. **1969**: Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin become the first humans to walk on the moon 
during the Apollo 11 mission. 
14. **1974**: President Richard Nixon resigns from office amid the Watergate scandal. 
15. **1980**: The United States boycotts the Summer Olympics in Moscow in protest of the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
16. **1986**: The space shuttle Challenger explodes shortly after liftoff, killing all seven crew 
members. 
17. **1989**: The Berlin Wall falls, symbolizing the end of the Cold War between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 
18. **1990**: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is signed into law, prohibiting 
discrimination against people with disabilities. 
19. **1995**: The Oklahoma City bombing occurs, resulting in the deaths of 168 people and 
injuring hundreds more. 
20. **1999**: The Columbine High School massacre takes place in Colorado, leading to 
increased awareness of school safety and gun control issues. 
 
 
 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

Between 2000 & 2024 
 
1. **2001**: The first Harry Potter movie, "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone," is released, 
sparking a global phenomenon. 
2. **2004**: Facebook, a social networking website, is launched by Mark Zuckerberg from his 
college dormitory. 
3. **2005**: Hurricane Katrina devastates the Gulf Coast, particularly New Orleans, causing 
widespread destruction and loss of life. 
4. **2007**: The iPhone, a revolutionary smartphone developed by Apple Inc., is released, 
changing the way people communicate and access information. 
5. **2008**: The Large Hadron Collider, the world's largest and most powerful particle 
accelerator, is inaugurated in Switzerland. 
6. **2009**: The Swine Flu pandemic spreads globally, leading to widespread concern and 
vaccination campaigns. 
7. **2010**: The Deepwater Horizon oil spill, one of the largest environmental disasters in U.S. 
history, occurs in the Gulf of Mexico. 
8. **2011**: The final launch of the Space Shuttle program takes place with the Atlantis mission, 
marking the end of an era in human spaceflight. 
9. **2012**: The world doesn't end despite predictions based on the Mayan calendar, leading to 
widespread relief and celebration. 
10. **2013**: The Boston Marathon bombing occurs, leading to a city-wide manhunt and 
increased security measures at public events. 
11. **2015**: NASA's New Horizons spacecraft successfully conducts a flyby of Pluto, providing 
the first close-up images of the distant dwarf planet. 
12. **2016**: Pokémon Go is released, quickly becoming a cultural phenomenon and 
encouraging outdoor activity. 
13. **2017**: A total solar eclipse crosses the United States from coast to coast, captivating 
millions of people who witness the rare celestial event. 
14. **2019**: The first image of a black hole is captured by the Event Horizon Telescope, 
confirming a key prediction of Albert Einstein's theory of general relativity. 
15. **2020**: The COVID-19 pandemic spreads globally, leading to lockdowns, school closures, 
and significant changes to daily life around the world. 
16. **2021**: The Perseverance rover successfully lands on Mars, beginning its mission to 
search for signs of past life and collect samples for return to Earth. 
17. **2022**: The James Webb Space Telescope, the largest and most powerful space 
telescope ever built, is launched into space, promising to revolutionize our understanding of the 
universe. 
18. **2023**: The United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP29) takes place, with world 
leaders discussing strategies to address climate change. 
19. **2024**: The Summer Olympics take place in Paris, France, showcasing athletic excellence 
and international cooperation. 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

 
Things Invented in U.S.  
 
 
1. **Light Bulb** (1879) - Thomas Edison 
2. **Telephone** (1876) - Alexander Graham Bell 
3. **Airplane** (1903) - Wright brothers (Orville and Wilbur Wright) 
4. **Electric Refrigerator** (1913) - Fred W. Wolf Jr. 
5. **Assembly Line** (1913) - Henry Ford 
6. **Television** (1927) - Philo Farnsworth and Vladimir Zworykin 
7. **Microwave Oven** (1945) - Percy Spencer 
8. **Pacemaker** (1958) - Wilson Greatbatch 
9. **Computer Mouse** (1964) - Douglas Engelbart 
10. **ATM (Automated Teller Machine)** (1967) - John Shepherd-Barron 
11. **Internet** (1969) - ARPANET (a precursor to the internet) 
12. **Floppy Disk** (1971) - IBM 
13. **Ethernet** (1973) - Robert Metcalfe and others at Xerox PARC 
14. **Personal Computer (PC)** (1975) - Altair 8800 by Micro Instrumentation and Telemetry 
Systems (MITS) 
15. **Post-it Notes** (1977) - Spencer Silver and Art Fry at 3M 
16. **Cell Phone** (1973 - concept), (1983 - first commercially available) - Martin Cooper and 
Motorola 
17. **GPS (Global Positioning System)** (1978) - US Department of Defense 
18. **Email** (1971) - Ray Tomlinson 
19. **Digital Camera** (1975) - Steven Sasson at Eastman Kodak 
20. **World Wide Web (WWW)** (1989) - Tim Berners-Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

Things Invented in the World 

 
1. **Wheel** (circa 3500 BC) 
2. **Writing System** (circa 3200 BC) 
3. **Agriculture** (circa 10,000 BC) 
4. **Printing Press** (1440) - Johannes Gutenberg 
5. **Compass** (circa 206 BC) 
6. **Gunpowder** (9th century) - Discovered in China 
7. **Steam Engine** (1712) - Thomas Newcomen 
8. **Electricity** (18th century) - Various contributors, including Benjamin Franklin and Michael 
Faraday 
9. **Telegraph** (1837) - Samuel Morse 
10. **Telephone** (1876) - Alexander Graham Bell 
11. **Light Bulb** (1879) - Thomas Edison 
12. **Automobile** (1885) - Karl Benz 
13. **Radio** (1895) - Guglielmo Marconi 
14. **Airplane** (1903) - Wright brothers (Orville and Wilbur Wright) 
15. **Penicillin** (1928) - Alexander Fleming 
16. **Television** (1927) - Philo Farnsworth and Vladimir Zworykin 
17. **Atomic Bomb** (1945) - Manhattan Project scientists 
18. **Computer** (1940s - modern computers evolved over time, starting with early mechanical 
and electronic computers) 
19. **Internet** (1960s - ARPANET, a precursor to the internet, was developed in the late 1960s) 
20. **Smartphone** (1992 - concept), (2007 - first iPhone released) - Various contributors in the 
telecommunications industry, with Apple's iPhone being a significant milestone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 
 

World-Wide Historical Events 

 
 
1. **Invention of Writing** (circa 3200 BC) - People started recording information using symbols. 
2. **Building of the Pyramids** (circa 2560 BC) - Ancient Egyptians built the Great Pyramid of 
Giza. 
3. **Life of Jesus Christ** (circa 4 BC - 30 AD) - Jesus spread messages of love and 
compassion. 
4. **Fall of Rome** (476 AD) - The Roman Empire collapsed, leading to major changes in 
Europe and the Middle East. 
5. **Voyages of Christopher Columbus** (1492) - Columbus sailed to the Americas, opening 
them to European exploration. 
6. **Invention of Printing Press** (1440) - Gutenberg invented the printing press, making books 
more accessible. 
7. **Renaissance** (14th to 17th centuries) - A period of great cultural and artistic innovation in 
Europe. 
8. **Discovery of Gravity** (1666) - Isaac Newton observed gravity's effects. 
9. **American Revolution** (1775-1783) - Thirteen colonies fought for independence from 
Britain. 
10. **French Revolution** (1789) - French citizens rebelled against the monarchy. 
11. **Industrial Revolution** (18th and 19th centuries) - Machines transformed production. 
12. **Abolition of Slavery** (19th century) - Slavery was abolished in many countries. 
13. **Invention of Telephone** (1876) - Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone. 
14. **World War I** (1914-1918) - A global conflict with significant loss of life. 
15. **Great Depression** (1929-1939) - A severe economic downturn worldwide. 
16. **World War II** (1939-1945) - Another global conflict with immense suffering. 
17. **Moon Landing** (1969) - Armstrong and Aldrin walked on the moon. 
18. **End of Apartheid** (1994) - South Africa abolished racial segregation. 
19. **Invention of Internet** (1960s-1980s) - The internet revolutionized communication. 
20. **Climate Change Awareness** (late 20th century-present) - Increased awareness of 
environmental issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Possible U.S. Timeline Events 
 

Geological Historical Events 

 
1. **Formation of Earth** (4.5 billion years ago) - Birth of our planet. 
2. **Formation of Moon** (4.5 billion years ago) - Moon formed from Earth collision. 
3. **Formation of Continents** (4.4 billion years ago) - Early continents begin shaping. 
4. **Great Oxygenation Event** (2.4 billion years ago) - Cyanobacteria boost oxygen. 
5. **Formation of Supercontinents** (various times) - Continents merge and break. 
6. **Snowball Earth** (various times) - Periods of extreme glaciation. 
7. **Cambrian Explosion** (541 million years ago) - Rapid diversification of life. 
8. **Formation of Himalayas** (50 million years ago-present) - Birth of the Himalayas. 
9. **Cretaceous-Paleogene Extinction Event** (66 million years ago) - Dinosaur extinction 
event. 
10. **Formation of Rocky Mountains** (80-55 million years ago) - Rise of the Rockies. 
11. **Opening of Atlantic Ocean** (180 million years ago) - Atlantic Ocean formation. 
12. **Formation of Grand Canyon** (5-6 million years ago) - Carving of the Grand Canyon. 
13. **Formation of Yellowstone Caldera** (640,000 years ago) - Birth of Yellowstone's 
supervolcano. 
14. **Toba Catastrophe** (75,000 years ago) - Volcanic eruption in Toba. 
15. **Formation of Hawaiian Islands** (5 million years ago-present) - Birth of Hawaii's volcanic 
islands. 
16. **Formation of Chicxulub Crater** (66 million years ago) - Impact that led to dinosaur 
extinction. 
17. **Formation of Great Barrier Reef** (600,000-900,000 years ago) - Formation of the Great 
Barrier Reef. 
18. **Formation of Andes Mountains** (65 million years ago-present) - Birth of the Andes. 
19. **Ice Ages** (various times) - Periods of global glaciation. 
20. **Formation of Mariana Trench** (180 million years ago-present) - Creation of the Mariana 
Trench. 
 
 


