Excerpt from “Poem about My Rights” by June Jordan

Even tonight and | need to take a walk and clear

my head about this poem about why | can't

go out without changing my clothes my shoes

my body posture my gender identity my age

my status as a woman alone in the evening/

alone on the streets/alone not being the point/

the point being that | can't do what | want

to do with my own body because | am the wrong

sex the wrong age the wrong skin and

suppose it was not here in the city but down on the beach/
or far into the woods and | wanted to go

there by myself thinking about God/or thinking

about children or thinking about the world/all of it
disclosed by the stars and the silence:

| could not go and | could not think and | could not
stay there

alone

as | need to be

alone because | can't do what | want to do with my own
body


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUSTxhYu7-4
https://getlitanthology.org/poets/60/

	Excerpt from “Poem about My Rights” by June Jordan 

