“Forced Migration: Insights from Economic History”

6-hour Masterclass at RFBerlin, November 2025
Lecturer: Sascha O. Becker, University of Warwick and Monash University and RFBerlin

This masterclass, led by Sascha O. Becker (University of Warwick, Monash University, and RFBerIin),
explores the economic consequences of forced migration through a historical lens. Building on
influential studies published in leading journals, participants will examine key episodes of forced
migration, including post—-World War Il population transfers and, in particular, the persecution and
escape of intellectuals under the fascist regimes of the twentieth century, and consider how
displacement affected labor market outcomes and educational outcomes. A particular focus will be
on the role of networks in shaping migration choices and economic outcomes.

Participants will be expected to read the papers in the syllabus.

Tentative Schedule:

Tuesday, November 18, 2025

09:30-10:30 | Morning Class 1: Forced Migration
in History |

10:30-11:00 | Coffee Break

11:00-12:00 | Morning Class 2: Forced Migration
in History |l

12:00-13:30 | Lunch Break

13:30-14:30 | Afternoon Class 1: Forced Migration
in History I

14:30-15:00 | Coffee Break

15:00-16:00 | Afternoon Class 2: Networks and
Migration in History |

Bibliography:

Wednesday, November 19, 2025

09:30-10:30 | Morning Class 1: Networks and
Migration in History Il

10:30-11:00 | Coffee Break

11:00-12:00 | Morning Class 2: Networks and
Migration in History Il

Note that the bibliography includes several surveys. Those are highlighted in bold. Naturally, those
cover a lot of different papers, without going into every single detail. The other papers will be
discussed in detail, including identification strategies.
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