
 
 

 

SIR SYED AHMAD KHAN 
Great Reformer – Self Taught – Self Study 

Not a Maulana or Mufti 
 

"Sir Syed was the Prophet of Education" 
-----Ghandi 

"… the real greatness of the man (Sir Syed) consists in the fact that he was the first Indian 
Muslim who felt the need of a fresh orientation of Islam and worked for it – his sensitive nature 

was the first to react modern age" 
------Iqbal 

 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, one of the greatest Muslim educationists, writers and reformers, but not 
a Mufti or Maulana, was born at Delhi in 1817. He hailed from a well to-do landed aristocracy of 
Delhi. 
 
Syed Ahmad had NO formal education in any educational institutions. He was rather a SELF 
TAUGHT person and became, through SELF STUDY, one of the MOST well read men of his 
days. 
Sir Syed was born at a time when the continued existence of Muslims in the Sub-continent as a 
separate entity was in serious jeopardy. For nearly half a century he struggled against the 
apathy and dispondency that had settled upon the Muslims in the wake of their defeat in the 
War of Independence of 1857. He finally took them out of the abyss, gave them a national 
identity , enthused them with hope, brought clarity to their perception and thought and put them 
on the road to progress and freedom. 
In 1875 he founded the Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College at Aligarh aimed at creating a 
confluence of traditional learning and modem sciences. It was raised to the status of Muslim 
University in 1920. 
Sir Syed was nominated as Member Imperial Legislative Council in 1878 and renominated  in 
1881 but he resigned in 1883. He was a Member Education Commission in 1882 but resigned 
because of differences between him and the Chairman Dr -W- W- Hunter 
In 1886 he founded the "Muhammadan Education Congress', but later named it 'Conference' (to 
avoid confusion with the Indian National Congress), to carry the message of Aligarh to all parts 
of the country and remained its Secretary till 1897. 
An ardent champion of a progressive and dynamic approach to education he was the first 
Muslim leader who perceived that the Muslims of India were a separate nation and must not be 
absorbed by Hindus in a United India. He made the prophetic declaration in 1867 "I am 
convinced that both the nations will not willingly cooperate in anything. Their mutual hostility will 
increase immensely in future. He who lives will see". 
He thus laid the first brick on which the edifice of Pakistan was raised. 
He is author of a number of famous essays and books namely' Aasaar- us-Sanadid', , 
Asbab-e-Baghawat-e-Hind', 'Loyal Muhammadans of India', 'Risala Tahqeeq-e-Lafze Nassara', 
'Tabayyun-ul-Kalam', 'Strictures upon the present educational system in India', 'Series of Essays 
on the Life of Muhammad', 'Review on Hunter's Indian Musalmans', 'On the Present State of 



Indian Politics', 'Musalmanon Ki Kismat Ka Faisala', 'Sirat-e-Faridia'. 
Sir Syed had started working on a commentary on the Holy Quraan. He wrote 7 volumes when 
he fell ill in 1898 and did not live long enough to complete it. He died in 1898 and buried at 
Aligarh. 
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Always Remember: 
Allah is One  <---> Quraan is One <---> Siraat_al_Mustaqeem is One 
One Ummah <---> One Islaam       <---> One Voice <---> One Worshipping Method 

 
Quraan  is full of  Wisdom (Al_Quraan_036.002) 
Quraan is a Light and to see a light, you don’t need any other light. 
Quraan is Free from any Error or Contradictions. 
when the Quraan is recited, then listen to it and remain silent, that mercy may be shown 
to you. (Al_Quraan_007.204) 
Repeating and Reminding is a Key to the success of Effective Communication. 
You are FULLY allowed to copy / forward / Print / Distribute / Clone Web / Duplicate 
Web any or all part of it. 

For more details and latest update please visit the following websites: 
For Muslims: 

http://global-right-path.net16.net 
http://global-right-path.webs.com 

For Dawah to Non-Muslims: 
http://miracle-truths.webs.com 

To Answer all never ending questions / concerns from Non-Muslims: 
http://open-trial-of-islaam.webs.com 

To get more information and updates on emails, please join Siraat-al-Mustaqeem, for the 
Mission to Reform Ummah: Please invite others to join as well: 

global-right-path+subscribe@googlegroups.com 
Download for FREE to Print, Publish and Forward to as many as you can. 
And withhold yourself with those who call on their Lord morning and evening desiring His 
goodwill, and let not your eyes pass from them (always yes sir, till they follow the Quraan and 
Really Authentic Sunnah), desiring the beauties of this world's life; and do not follow him whose 
heart We have made unmindful to Our remembrance, and he follows his low desires and his 
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case is one in which due bounds are exceeded. (Al_Quraan_018.028) 
 


