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A Guide To Camping For Beginners 

 
If you have ever driven through a campground and seen families having great fun camping together and thought, "that 
looks that a great family activity", you are right! Camping is one of the most wholesome, fun, affordable and bonding 
experiences a family can get into. But if you have driven along looking at all the equipment and skills needed to learn 
camp and thought, "I can never learn to do all of that", you are wrong. It really isn't that hard to learn to camp and every 
step along the way is lots of fun for everyone.​
 
So how do you get started learning to camp? There is no question that there is some equipment involved and learning to 
set up a camp, use your gear to enjoy a night of eating and sleeping in the open spaces and then get home safe and 
sound requires a bit of a learning curve. For many parents that want to start camping to give their children those 
experiences, the idea of buying all that equipment is intimidating. And you don't want to get the wrong equipment and then 
have to buy it all over again. Those kinds of mistakes can kill your enthusiasm for expanding your camping hobby into a 
passion for camping.​
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So one of the best ways to learn to camp and to try out camping equipment is to camp with someone who is good at it. 
Many experienced camping families have excess equipment or know other families who will loan you equipment to try out 
on your first camp out. If one of your friends or friends of your children are experienced campers, you will find them to 
probably be evangelistic about it and happy to let you tag along on their next camp out to show you the ropes. If they can 
help you borrow some equipment, you can learn to use it and try out different camping options so when you are ready to 
buy your own equipment you already know what you like and don't like.​
 
Another great way to get some camping experience without buying a thing is to get involved in camping organization. If 
you have children, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts are organizations geared for building life skills in children and who are 
heavily dedicated to camping. Most scout troops have an extensive arsenal of camping gear and the leadership are 
almost always seasoned campers with a flair for teaching.​
 
It is the mission of the scouts to train new recruits in the fine points of camping so you can tag along on some camp outs 
and learn some great camping skills. Also scouts actively encourages parent involvement so dad and mom can learn to 
camp right along with their children. Who knows but you may get involved with the scouts just to harvest some camping 
skills and find yourself hooked and becoming life long Boy or Girl Scout enthusiasts. There are worse things children or a 
whole family can be involved in for sure.​
 
After getting some exposure, you will want to think through what kind of tents, sleeping bags and other camping gear you 
will want to buy as you launch your family camping hobby. Many two-man tents are economical and easy to transport, put 
up and break down. But if you are going to have the entire family in one tent, you may want to look into a larger family tent 
that mom and dad can stand up in and that provides plenty of room for gear and children as well. But look ahead in your 
camping life. As the children grow older, they may want to move out into their own tents to think of how your first starter 
tent will fit into the larger scheme of camping as you grow in your camping ambitions.​
 
Another consideration is whether you will need electricity and water facilities at the camp grounds you visit or if you will 
provide for those things yourself. Many beginning campers prefer to use electricity and water hook ups to make it easier 
on parents who are learning the tricks of the trade of camping. But remember to take extension cords and water hoses so 
you can bring those resources into camp and even right into the tent with you.​
 
Also think about the space in your vehicle for camping gear and how you will transport your new gear to and from camp. 
You probably don't want to buy a vehicle just for camping at first so learning to pack light and only take what is needed will 
be an important skill for you throughout your camping career.​
 
Take it slow as you learn each new method of camping and begin to use new tools that you see other campers use. One 
way to slowly expand your camping gear is to plan to buy one new piece of camping equipment each season so you find 
your knowledge and skills at using that new gear grow at a steady pace as well.​
 
Take it slow in how ambitious you get in your camping plans. Don't drive two days to the deep mountains and take on a 
primitive camping adventure if you are new to the sport. Start out with one night camp outs close to home. Yes, your first 
camp out may even be in your back yard so you can do a trial run with your equipment but be close enough to run inside if 
things go wrong. Then slowly expand the number of nights you are out and how far away from home you get.​
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You will find camping to be an addictive passion and it's an addiction that you will be glad your family got hooked on. By 
using some common sense and developing your skills steadily, you can expand your vision and take on more and more 
aggressive and ambitious camping adventures over time. Then when you have graduated from beginner camper to 
seasoned old pro, you will look back at your progress and get some real gratification that you took on something new and 
made it your own. You will be proud of yourself and your kids will be proud too because they will have a love of camping 
that will serve them for the rest of their lives.​
 

Company Description 
For those who need to know what to bring camping, CampDotCom has you covered. Discover the best camping gear and 
equipment so that you can have the best time on your next camping adventure. If backpacking and hiking are essential to 
your well-being, we can help you explore the best hiking gear and equipment. Whether it's kid camping, family camping, 
wilderness camping and even survival camping, come to us to find the best information, tips, hacks and gear so that you 
will be properly supplied.​
 

Contact Details 
CampDotCom 
544 S Columbia Ave., Somerset, PA 15501 
(814) 483-8434​
Google Site: https://sites.google.com/view/campdotcom/camping-hacks/how-do-beginners-start-camping​
Google Folder: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sgYzfzGdW_sWRLC-Y1JlEwwxh_K0Pw7k?usp=drive_open 
​
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