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September 2025 
 
Activities Directors together with Speech and Debate Coaches, 

Welcome to the 2025-2026 Colorado High School Activities Association (CHSAA) Speech & Debate 
season. We’re excited to partner with our schools, students, coaches, adjudicators, and communities for 
another year of education-based excellence. 

This activity helps students become agile thinkers, confident communicators, careful listeners, and 
compassionate leaders. It also showcases the depth to which coaches go for their students, the 
collegiality the activity promotes among coaches statewide, and the friendships students build from one 
campus to another. That is the very essence of student participation, growth, and fun. 

The Speech Advisory Committee has prepared the annual handbook to guide you through rules, 
formats, and procedures for the regular season and the CHSAA State Championships across three 
classifications (3A, 4A, 5A). Please read it carefully and share it with your programs. 

●​ Handbook & Season Materials: Visit CHSAANow.com → Activities → Speech & Debate 

To uphold consistent, high-quality, and equitable competition, all State Championship judges/critics must 
complete the online CHSAA rules test before the varsity season begins. 

How to Complete the Test 

(If you are a tournament host, please remind your local judging pool of this requirement and share the link 
from the Speech & Debate page.) 

As a statewide, education-based activity, Speech & Debate is committed to: 

●​ Access & Opportunity: Ensuring students from all backgrounds can participate, find a voice, 
and belong. 

●​ Competitive Integrity: Clear rules, prepared judges, and consistent procedures so performance, 
growth, and sportsmanship are what matter most. 

●​ Professional Community: Supporting a culture where coaches learn from coaches, sharing 
resources, strategies, and encouragement across districts and classifications. 

●​ Student Development: Helping students connect research to advocacy, argument to empathy, 
and performance to leadership-skills that last well beyond a single season. 

Thank you for all you do to elevate education-based activities in Colorado. Your leadership makes 
possible a statewide experience where students challenge themselves, support one another, and discover 
what they can become. We look forward to a meaningful, competitive, and joyful 2025-2026 season. 

Best wishes for a successful year, 

 

Rashaan Davis 
Assistant Commissioner 
rdavis@chsaa.org  
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CHSAA Speech and Debate Mission: 
 
The CHSAA mission in speech and debate is to provide opportunities and assist its 
participants in developing diverse communication skills while competing at the highest 
levels in high school speech and debate. The purpose of this is to instill discipline, 
teamwork, sportsmanship, honesty and integrity in a highly specialized activity. CHSAA 
Speech and Debate coaches teach their participants to respect the activity’s core 
values, work hard and compete honestly. 
 
CHSAA Speech and Debate Inclusion Statement: 
 
The CHSAA Speech and Debate community believes inclusion is vital to our community. 
We are committed to providing a safe and equitable learning and competitive 
environment that fosters a mindset of empathy, respect, and belonging for all involved in 
Speech and Debate, including, but not limited to, students, coaches, judges and 
community members. We honor differences including races and cultures, genders and 
sexual orientations, abilities and aspirations, identities and affiliations, socioeconomics 
and worldviews. Embracing our diversity prepares our community to thrive. Individuals 
found to have violated this policy will be subject to the full range of sanctions, up to and 
including removal from the tournament premises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 



 

 
 
 
Philosophy: CHSAA seeks to provide a positive competitive speech experience for 
Colorado high school students by 

●​ Supporting a state-wide competitive speech program to provide students with 
the opportunity to develop and to perfect communication skills 

●​ Supporting education and development of coaches 
●​ Supporting the education and development of speech judges 
●​ Creating a competitive environment governed by sportsmanship and fair play 
●​ Developing rules and regulations to create a common ground for the running of 

tournaments 
●​ Organizing state competitions 
●​ Providing information and resources designed to make speech programs more 

effective 
 

Table of Organization:  
CHSAA operates three different classifications for Speech and Debate, each of which 
will hold a state championship competition (3A/4A/5A). Each fall, CHSAA will post 
online the Current Season Bulletin, which lists all schools by classification. Any school 
may petition CHSAA to enroll in a division different than the one that matches their 
school enrollment. To do so, the school’s athletic/activities director must notify CHSAA 
in the spring of the year of their intention to do so the following year. 
 
CHSAA Speech Chain of Command: 

●​ CHSAA is governed by the Legislative Council, which must approve any changes 
in rules or procedures. Any proposed changes must be presented to the 
Legislative Council at their April meeting; and if approved, those changes become 
effective the following school year. 

●​ The CHSAA Assistant Commissioner who administers speech is Rashaan Davis. 
He is the commissioner in charge of CHSAA speech activities in the state of 
Colorado. His Coordinator of Activities is Marisa Tenorio. 

●​ The Speech Activities Committee is the representative body that proposes and 
passes rule changes to be presented to the Legislative Council. This committee 
is appointed by CHSAA. While every attempt is made to provide each region with 
a representative, that is not always possible. Members are appointed to a 
three-year term. In order to be considered, interested coaches must have their 
principals submit their names to CHSAA by April of the year prior to when they 
wish to replace an outgoing committee member. This committee meets in March 
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once all three state competitions have been concluded so that their new 
proposals can be taken to the Legislative Council for approval. When called 
upon, the committee also convenes at the fall speech conference and/or during 
the summer. 

●​ The State Tournament Chair is selected by the CHSAA Assistant 
Commissioner with input in the form of nominations from the State Speech 
Committee/Coaches. The chair is selected for a two-year term. The first year 
he/she serves as co-chair and the second year he/she acts as State Tournament 
Chair. This assures that the chair will always have experience in running the 
State Tournament. Those who are nominated need not be members of the State 
Speech Committee. Coaches who are interested in serving should let a member 
of the State Speech Committee know that they would like to be nominated. 

 
CHSAA believes that serving in any of these positions is a learning experience 
and therefore, believes that the opportunity to serve should be shared. To give as 
many people as possible a chance to serve, when possible, no committee 
member can continue for a second consecutive term. 
 
A goal of this organization is to communicate as effectively as possible. Therefore, 
remember these important ways to stay updated: 

●​ CHSAA has a website for speech: www.chsaanow.com (access activities and go 
to speech and debate) 

●​ Phone: 303-344-5050 when prompted, press #4 for Activities 
●​ E-mail: rdavis@chsaa.org or mtenorio@chsaa.org 
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Important Dates: 
 

●​ CHSAA Speech and Debate Coaches’ Conference  
August 22nd-23rd, 2025  
Cherry Creek High School  

 
●​ 3A State Tournament  

February 6-7, 2026   
Pueblo Central High School 
 

●​ 4A State Tournament 
February 27-28, 2026 
Pueblo Central High School 
 

●​ 5A State Tournament 
March 6-7, 2026 
Cherokee Trail High School 

 
 
Calendar Updates: 
 

●​ 25-26 Google Calendar   
 
 
For any questions or concerns about any CHSAA Speech & Debate events please 
contact Marisa Tenorio, mtenorio@chsaa.org. 
 
To ensure an adequate judging pool for the State Tournaments, no invitational 
tournament may be held in the same geographic region on the same weekend as the 
3A, 4A, or 5A State Tournaments. Invitational tournaments on the same weekend as 
these State Tournaments in a different geographic region than the one where the 
tournament is being held are subject to approval by the CHSAA. 
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ARTICLE 51: SPEECH & DEBATE 
 
5100.​ GENERAL ELIGIBILITY APPLIES 
 
5100.1​ ​A student shall be eligible to represent their school in speech activities sanctioned by the 

CHSAA if such student meets the following requirements: 
 

CHSAA Bylaws 1720 (Stricter Standards), 1720b (Conduct), 1790 (Co-op Programs), with the 
requirement that during the period of participation the student must be enrolled in courses 
that offer in aggregate a minimum of 2.5 Academic units per semester, shall apply to 
students participating in speech. 

 

Q1:​ What are some of the CHSAA rules that do not apply to speech students? 
 
A1:​ Transfer, semesters, amateur, seasons, age, scrimmages, physical exam, 

Sunday contact, practice and previous semester academic standards. 

 
5100.2​ NOT REQUIRED — Schools are not required to include the names of speech participants on 

semester eligibility lists submitted to CHSAA. Schools are required to enter speech 
participants onto rosters in the CHSAA electronic platform. 

 
5110.​ SPEECH & DEBATE SEASON 
 

The competitive season shall be from October 1 (Novice/3A Varsity) and November 1 (4A/5A 
Varsity) until the completion of the March state tournament, exclusive of the National Speech 
and Debate Association. 

 
EXCEPTION: ​An individual student or team may represent a member school in a contest(s) 
outside the competitive speech season in recognized national events and with written 
permission from the school’s principal and the CHSAA office. NSDA Qualifying events and 
National Tournament do not need approval from the CHSAA office. 
 

5120.​ MAXIMUM MEETS STUDENT 
 

A student may be represented at no more than 22 meets a year, during the competitive 
season, exclusive of regional, state and National Speech and Debate qualifying events and 
National Speech and Debate Association Tournament.  

 
5130.​ AWARDS 
 

​ No school or representative of a school shall be allowed to give or to receive a speech award 
for debate or individual events the value of which exceeds $20.00 (excluding engraving). 
Existing traveling trophies are exempt from this rule until they are retired. This rule is 
exclusive of league, state qualifying, state festival, state tournaments and National Speech 
and Debate Association qualifying contests.  
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Dates for State Tournaments: 
3A Tournament     Pueblo Central​ February 6 - 7, 2026 
4A Tournament     Pueblo Central​ February 27 - 28, 2026 
5A Tournament     Cherokee Trail​ March 6 - 7, 2026 
 

1.​ CONGRESSIONAL DEBATE CHANGES: 
●​ Updated legislation submission to include that if more than one piece of 

legislation is submitted by a school, at least one submission must be available 
for elimination rounds. If a piece of legislation designated for prelims only is 
wanted for elimination rounds, the committee will reach out to the coach for 
permission. 

●​ Replaced PO trial period with PO speech. 
●​ Updated Congressional Debate breaks  
●​ Clarified that the length of the session is 3-3½ hours and should be 

lengthened if necessary to ensure a minimum of 10 minutes per competitor.  
●​ Created a Best Legislation Award. All student legislation that is selected for a 

preliminary or elimination round docket will be eligible for the award. Each 
State Tournament Committee will have the ability to choose if the award 
winner is determined by coaches or by student vote.  

●​ Updated procedure for determining speaker precedence and questioning 
recency in preliminary rounds: Speaker Precedence will be randomly 
generated for Preliminary Session One and Preliminary Session Two will 
have the reverse speaker order from Session One. Questioning Recency will 
be randomly generated for each preliminary session independently of 
Speaker Precedence.  

2.​ EVENTS CHANGES: 
●​ Works cited page must be submitted with a copy of Original Oratory 

(previously only required for Informative Speaking). 
●​ Ballots will include an RFD box with comments that will be visible to all 

competitors in the round. 
●​ Clarified that electronic retrieval devices can be used during extemp prep but 

cannot be used for notes while speaking (rules specify that speaker may use 
one note card while speaking). 

●​ Add a fourth preliminary round for events and drop the worst (highest) 
unadjusted rank from preliminary rounds. Tournament entry fees will be 
increased by $5 per student to cover additional judge costs. 

●​ 3A ONLY - Impromptu rules changed to align with NSDA Rules for Impromptu 
Speaking. 

3.​ GENERAL CHANGES:  
●​ Timing rules clarified to include an option for students to self-time with a judge 

timer as the official time.  
●​ Updated grievance chart to include penalty options for violating published 

CHSAA rules (previously listed disqualification as the only penalty for violating 
a rule). 

●​ Entries can be added to the State Tournament until the scheduling meeting. 
Each add will be subject to the entry fee plus a $25 late fee. 

●​ Clarification in handbook: Preliminary rounds will have one judge. 
Advancement rounds will have a three judge panel.   

●​ Clarification in handbook: Schools will not be able to compete in a different 
classification due to inclement weather or other factors.  
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4.​ TEAM AWARDS CHANGES: 
●​ Added points for quarterfinals in events 
●​ Created a tie-breaking procedure for top two overall teams 
●​ A fillable certificate will be available for coaches to download to recognize 

students who break beyond preliminary rounds but are not top 12 in events or 
Octafinalists and up in Debate. These students will be recognized at awards 
as time permits.  
 

ADDITIONAL NOTES:  
●​ Judge training materials will be added to the CHSAA website. 
●​ Schools will compete in the same classification in 2025-26 that they did 

during 2024-25. Classification determinations for the next cycle (2026-2028) 
will begin in the Fall of 2025. Please talk to your Athletic Director if you would 
like to petition to compete in a different classification for the next cycle.  

 
Reminder: Please read the Bulletin (CHSAA website) for CHSAA bylaws and other 
important information pertinent to Speech and Debate.  
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Thank you to our Speech Activities Committee! 

 

Christine Jones (Chair)  
Cherokee Trail High School  

cjones81@cherrycreekschools.org 

Dan Lutz  
Thompson Valley High School 

daniel.lutz@tsd.org 

Stephanie Owen  
Widefield High School  
owens@wsd3.org 

Greg Hansen  
The Dawson School  

ghansen@dawsonschool.org 

Anna Steed  
Rocky Mountain - RISE 
asteed@striveprep.org  

Pat De Martine  
Loveland High School  
pat.demartine@tsd.org 

Diane Wagener  
Battle Mountain High School  

diane.wagener@eagleschools.net  

Renee Motter (Advisor) 
Air Academy High School 
renee.motter@asd20.org  

Jayne Vahle  
Columbine High School 

Jayne.Vahle@jeffco.k12.co.us  

 
 

CHSAA COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

March 3rd, 2026 
 

This meeting will be a virtual meeting via ZOOM.  If you plan on presenting a proposal or a topic for 
discussion, please contact Rashaan Davis, Assistant Commissioner at CHSAA.  Changes made at the 

meeting, pending the legislative council process, are in effect for the 2026-27 season. 
 

COMMITTEE PROPOSALS 
If you plan on bringing a proposal to the committee you must submit a CHSAA Committee Proposal Form 
that has been proposed by a league and signed by the league president. This form is due one week prior 

to the committee meeting.  Please email this form back to Marisa Tenorio (mtenorio@chsaa.org). 
 

HOW TO GET RECOMMENDED FOR A COMMITTEE: 
Contact your league president, athletic director, or Legislative Council Representative in February for a 

recommendation. 
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CHSAA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORT 
​ April 22, 2025 
 

​ SPEECH ACTIVITIES 
 

Christine Jones, Chairperson​     CR 11 
Chair​  

 
I.​ MAJOR CHANGES FROM LAST YEAR'S REPORT: 

a.​ The state tournament director will allow adds until the scheduling meeting. 
Each add will be subject to the entry fee plus a $25 late fee. ​  

  
II.​ RATIONALE: 

a.​ Since it is too late to allow adds on the day of the tournament, the 
tournament director can accommodate adds up to the scheduling 
meeting which happens the week of the state tournament.  

 
III.​ FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

a.​ Increases in finances due to awards, judge pay and food costs for state 
tournaments.  

b.​ Raising entry fee by $5 to offset the cost of additional judges. 
 

IV.​ DATES: 
a.​ Tournament Dates 

​ 3A: 01/31/25 – 02/01/25 Niwot HS 
​ 4A: 02/21/25 – 02/22/25 Pueblo Central HS 
​ 5A: 02/28/25 – 03/01/25 Overland HS 

b.​ Coaches Conference: August 22nd - 23rd,  2025 at Cherry Creek High School 
 

V.​ INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
a.​ The CHSAA Speech Activities Committee Meeting was held Monday March 4, 

2025 at 9:00 AM via Zoom.  
b.​ 2025 Tournament Reports 

​ 3A: 21 Teams, 324 Students 
​ 4A: 32 Teams, 351 Students  
​ 5A: 40 Teams, 701 Students 

c.​ The committee discussed all debate, congressional debate, general state 
tournament and event proposals.  

d.​ Committee will gather more feedback on power matching debate from coaches 
through the State of the State and other avenues. 

e.​ Voted to send the Congress proposals and other issues to a congress 
committee for proposals which will be sent to Speech Activities for approval 
for the 25-26 school year.  
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f.​ There will be a Reason For Decision box added for all competitors (or the 
ability to make a comment that goes to all competitors in the round) on 
event ballots.  

g.​ Electronic retrieval devices are allowed in prep of extemp, but may not be 
used for notes while speaking. 

h.​ Add a fourth preliminary round to all events and drop the lowest 
preliminary rank to determine quarters, semis, finals and results and raise 
entry fees by $5 to cover additional judge costs. 

i.​ Voted to allow students to use a cell phone/timer to self-time. Must clarify 
that the judge's time is the official time. Clarify that in OO, Info and Extemp, 
the phone/timer should be on a desk/table not in the student’s hand. 

j.​ Update Grievance Chart for violating published rules: Committee voted to 
accept the proposal to update the Grievance Chart for violating published 
rules and refer to the handbook committee for specific wording update. 

k.​ Debate Judge Training 
Judge Training proposal and other issues will be sent to a Judge Training 
committee for proposal which will be sent to Speech Activities for approval 
for the 25-26 school year. ​  

l.​ A certificate will be available for coaches to download to recognize students 
who break beyond preliminary rounds but are not Top 12 in events or 
Octa-finalists and up in Debate. These students will be recognized during 
the awards presentation at each tournament.  

m.​ Language will be changed in the Handbook to now say “Preliminary rounds 
will have one judge. Advancement rounds will have a three judge panel.”  

n.​ Committee discussed inclement weather at state tournaments and voted to 
refer to the handbook committee to add a statement that schools will not 
be able to compete at a different classification state tournament due to 
weather or any other factors to be equitable to all participants.  

 
V. ​      COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Christine Jones- Chair, Cherokee Trail; Renee Motter, Air Academy; Anna Steed, 
Rocky Mountain Prep-RISE; Maryrose Kohan, George Washington; Danielle Lopez, 
Delta; Stephanie Owen, Widefield; Pat DeMartine, Loveland; Dan Lutz, Thompson 
Valley; Greg Hansen, Dawson School.  
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All debate topics can be found at NSDA DEBATE TOPICS. At the beginning of each year, the 
NSDA releases potential debate resolutions for the year. Member students and coaches can 
vote for the resolution 1 week prior to the release date. The policy debate topic is selected for 
the entire school year and does not change. 
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 State Tournament Date Registration Deadline Scheduling Meeting Payment Due 
3A February 6-7, 2026 February 3, 2026 February 5, 2026 February 21, 2026 
4A February 27-28, 2026 February 19, 2026 February 25, 2026 March 14, 2026 
5A March 6-7, 2026 February 26, 2026 March 4, 2026 March 21, 2026 

 
 Events Offered Double Entry Rules 
3A Wave A: Interpretation of Drama, Humor, 

Poetry, Original Oratory, Extemporaneous 
Speaking, One-on-One Value Debate, 
Creative Storytelling, Congressional Debate 
 
Wave B: Public Forum Debate, Lincoln 
Douglas Debate, Duo Interpretation, 
Program Oral Interpretation, Informative 
Speaking, Impromptu Speaking 

Double entry restrictions: 
●​Students may enter a maximum of 2 events – one 

Wave A event and one Wave B event. 
●​Students in Extemporaneous Speaking, 

One-on-One Value Debate, Public Forum Debate 
and Lincoln Douglas Debate may double enter, but 
may not double enter in another debate event or 
Extemporaneous Speaking (i.e. a student could 
enter Drama and PF, but could not enter Extemp 
and PF). 

●​Students in Congressional Debate may double enter 
in any wave B event, including PF and LD. 

●​PF resolution – February 
●​LD resolution – January/February 

4A5A Interpretation of Drama, Humor, Poetry, Duo 
Interpretation, Program Oral Interp, Original 
Oratory, Informative Speaking, International 
Extemporaneous Speaking, National 
Extemporaneous Speaking, Lincoln 
Douglas Debate, Public Forum Debate, 
Cross Examination Debate (5A Only), 
Congressional Debate 

No double entry allowed 
4A 
PF resolution – February 
LD resolution – January/February 
 
5A  
PF resolution – March 
LD resolution – March/April 

Schools must compete in their assigned classification (3A/4A/5A). Each school may compete in only one State 
Tournament. 

 
PARTICIPATION 

Each school may enter a maximum of four entries per event. The cost is $25 
per individual entry and $50 per team entry. Tournament registration will take 
place at www.speechwire.com. 
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For the state tournament, schools are required to provide one certified judge for every 5 event 
and/or Congressional Debate entries (or portion thereof) and one judge for every 2 debate 
entries (or portion thereof). 
 
If you are interested in judging at any State Tournament, you must judge at one or more 
invitational meets during this school year and complete the annual certification test. 
 
Judges will be paid by CHSAA at the current rate of judge pay ($15/round, $40 bonus for 
judging 3+ CX and/or waved debate rounds). Scorers and Parliamentarians will be paid for 
three rounds of judging for each session of Congressional Debate that they judge. In addition, 
the CHSAA structure for reimbursing for mileage and hotels shall be utilized. 
● Mileage and hotel reimbursement will be paid to the party who incurred the expense. 
 

EXCEPTIONS: 
 
Coaches/Assistant Coaches: 
The judge certification test is encouraged but not required for coaches and assistant coaches; 
however, all coaches and assistant coaches must complete the CHSAA Coach Certification 
Process  
 
Former Competitors/Experienced judges:  
The requirement to judge at one or more invitational meets during this school year can be 
waived for experienced judges and former competitors; however, the judge certification test 
must be completed. Please reach out to Marisa Tenorio (mtenorio@chsaa.org) to request a 
waiver. 
 
 

CLICK HERE: JUDGE CERTIFICATION TEST 
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