
Bootstrapping using CloudFormation :: Init 
 
 

 
 
 
This is a public index.html page, that we will copy to our EC2 Instance through cloudformation  
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Note the path of helper scripts /opt/aws/bin 
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Even though our Instance was launched successfully and all the bootstrapping was done, we 
still have one issue in our CloudFormation stack and that is Stack reaches to 
CREATE_COMPLETE state just after launching the Instance, it doesn’t wait for bootstrapping of 
the Instance. And although we have added the cfn-signal to signal the last exit code (SUCCESS 
or FAILED - zero or non zero) to CloudFormation, the problem is CF stack reaches 
CREATE_COMPLETE before we signal the SUCCESS or FAILED with cfn-signal. 
 
EC2 System Log for Error on signaling  
 
 

   
 
 
To solve this issue, we can use CreationPolicy on EC2 Instance so that CloudFormation proceeds 
with stack creation only after EC2 Instance’s bootstrapping is completed. A CreationPolicy instructs 
CloudFormation to wait on an instance until CloudFormation receives the specified number of 
signals. 
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With CreationPolicy attached with the EC2 Instance CloudFormation waits on the EC2 instance until 
CloudFormation receives 1 signal within five minutes. 
 
You can see the SUCCESS signal event under CF stack events 
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https://aws.amazon.com/blogs/devops/use-a-creationpolicy-to-wait-for-on-instance-configurations/  
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