
Finding eBooks Using the Library Catalog 

Video Transcript  

Reynolds Libraries provides access to eBooks covering a wide range of subjects. 
You can find eBooks for just about any topic you are researching. One way to find 
and access eBooks is by using Reynolds Libraries catalog. 

Start from the library’s homepage located at library.reynolds.edu and enter 
keywords in the library catalog search box that describe your topic. 

 I have entered the question, should the united states government enact stronger 
gun control laws? Let’s execute this search. 

The catalog retrieved plenty of articles but did not find any books. Keep in mind 
that if you enter a research question or a sentence that describes your topic, you 
may not retrieve any or few book results.  

This time, I will try using just the primary keywords from this question which are 
“gun control” and “united states.” I will place the keywords within quotes to find 
the exact phrase for both terms. Let’s execute this search. 

This time the catalog retrieved books but it also found articles and videos. 

To limit your search, use the Filter my results menu options located on the right 
side of the screen. I will click on Books and Media under the Availability menu. 
This time the catalog eliminated articles but there are still videos in my results. 

To limit this search further, I will click on Books under the Resource Type menu.  
This search eliminated videos but I still have print books in my results. 

To limit this search further, I will click on Full Text Online under the Availability 
menu. Now there are only eBooks in my results. 

I can also limit my search to recently published books. From the Publication Date 
menu, I will change 1996 to 2017 and click on the Refine button to limit my search 
to books published within the last 5 years. 

Let’s review the results.  

To access any eBook, you can click on the Online Access link from the results list 
or to review more details about any book, you can click on the book title. 

I am going to click on the book title, How American Got its Guns: A History of the 
Gun Violence Crisis.  

http://library.reynolds.edu


If I scroll down any detailed record screen, I can review the book description or 
chapter titles which will give a better idea of what is covered in a book. 

To access an eBook from the full record, click on the ebook link under View 
Online.   

If you are accessing any eBook from a library database from off campus, and 
sometimes on campus, you will be prompted with a Virginia’s Community Colleges 
login screen. Login with your My Reynolds username and password. 

If you are accessing a book from ProQuest eBook Central, as in this case, you will 
also be prompted to select your institution from the Institution Name menu. 
Scroll down and select J. SARGEANT REYNOLDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE. Then click 
on the CONTINUE button. 

When the initial screen appears for ProQuest eBook Central, you will have the 
option to read the book online or download the entire book in PDF format.  

You will need to have the Adobe Digital Editions app loaded on your computer or 
mobile device to download the entire book in PDF format.  

You also have the option to read a chapter online or download a chapter in PDF 
format. You don’t need Adobe Digital Editions installed to download a book 
chapter in PDF format. 

If you need help with determining the best keywords to use from your topic or 
research question or need help in using the library catalog to find eBooks, ask the 
Reynolds librarians who are always happy to assist you with any research needs 
you have. 


