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1.​ What is the OSF? 

a.​ Support across the research lifecycle 
i.​ A free, open source online research platform, designed to 

support researchers to openly, and transparently share their 
work at all stages of the research lifecycle. 

 

 
 

b.​ Read more about the OSF​
​
​
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https://osf.io/
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​
 

2.​ Sign up for an OSF Account 
a.​ Create an OSF account 
b.​ How to find the sign up page (when not logged in) 

i.​ Link 
ii.​ Navigate [see below]​

 
c.​ Sign in with your ORCID credentials (see below) 
d.​ Sign in with your institutional credentials (see below) 

 
e.​ Sign into your OSF account (when registered) 
f.​ What is OSF Institutions? 
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https://help.osf.io/article/271-create-an-osf-account
https://osf.io/register
https://help.osf.io/article/272-sign-in-to-osf#Sign-in-through-ORCID--
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​
 

3.​ Your OSF Profile 
a.​ Getting to your OSF profile 

i.​ Link (if you are logged in) 
ii.​ Navigate (see below) 

 

 
 

b.​ More information about your OSF Profile 
c.​ More information about notification preferences​

​
 

​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
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​
 

4.​ Discover OSF content 
a.​ Search 

i.​ Getting to OSF Search 
1.​ Link 
2.​ Navigate (see below) 

 
b.​ Filter (see below) 
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https://help.osf.io/article/588-getting-started-with-osf-search#How-to-Get-to-The-Search-Home-Page--Lowkx
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c.​ Keep your constructed query (see below) 

 
d.​ Interpreting your results (see below) 

 
e.​ Video reference 
f.​ More information about OSF Search 
g.​ Story about OSF Search  
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https://help.osf.io/article/588-getting-started-with-osf-search#Interpreting-your-search-results-fursQ
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5.​ Research planning with OSF Registries 
a.​ Why preregister? 

i.​ A preregistration is a time-stamped, read-only version of the 
research plan created and submitted to a public registry before 
the study is conducted.  

ii.​ Preregistrations are a formal, transparent “story” of your study. 
This story describes what your research planned to do, any 
updates that needed to be made, and the results. 

iii.​ Think of it as a “study management plan” that accompanies your 
data management planning  

iv.​ Registrations vs preregistrations 
b.​ Creating a research registration 

i.​ Start a registration 
1.​ Link (when logged in) 
2.​ Navigate (see below) 

 
ii.​ Choose a registration template 

1.​ Template descriptions 
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https://www.cos.io/initiatives/prereg
https://help.osf.io/article/550-registration-and-preregistration-faq-s
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iii.​ Submit your registration 
iv.​ Approve your registration 
v.​ Accessing your registration drafts 

1.​ Link (when logged in) 
2.​ Navigate (see below) 

 
c.​ Metadata 

i.​ Available fields 
1.​ On submission 
2.​ After submission 

ii.​ Accessing registration metadata (see below) 
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d.​ Updating Registrations 

i.​ How to update your registration (when logged in) [see below] 

 
ii.​ How to view registration updates 

 
e.​ Branded registries 

i.​ Find on https://osf.io/registries 
f.​ Video reference 
g.​ More information about OSF Registries 

9 

https://help.osf.io/article/382-updating-registrations
https://help.osf.io/article/112-starting-an-update
https://help.osf.io/article/111-updated-registrations-the-interface
https://osf.io/registries
https://youtu.be/X07mBq2tnMg?t=225&si=SvhTVuOwQarDX6Zq
https://help.osf.io/article/330-welcome-to-registrations


6.​ Study management and collaboration with OSF Projects 
a.​ Create a new OSF Project 

i.​ Where to start (when logged in) [see below] 

 
ii.​ Institutional affiliations (only available for affiliates of OSF 

Institutions member organizations) 
iii.​ Storage region (see below) 

 
b.​ Metadata 

i.​ Available fields 
ii.​ Access Project metadata (see below) 

 
c.​ Upload files to your OSF Project 
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https://help.osf.io/article/252-create-a-project
https://osf.io/dashboard
https://help.osf.io/article/252-create-a-project#add-an-institutional-affiliation--optional-
https://help.osf.io/article/252-create-a-project#choose-a-storage-location
https://help.osf.io/article/568-add-metadata-to-your-osf-project
https://help.osf.io/article/276-upload-files


d.​ Use the OSF Project wiki 
i.​ Open/edit the project wiki (see below) 

 
e.​ Components 

i.​ Components are “child projects” within the Project directory 
ii.​ Add a component (see below) 

 
f.​ Link projects 
g.​ Make your OSF Project public 

i.​ How to toggle your project between private and public (see 
below) 

11 

https://help.osf.io/article/389-wiki
https://help.osf.io/article/253-create-components
https://help.osf.io/article/199-link-to-a-project
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h.​ Create a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for your OSF Project 

i.​ How to create a DOI for your public project (see below) 

 
i.​ Integrations/Add-ons 

i.​ Available add-ons 
ii.​ Accessing OSF Project add-ons (see below) 
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https://help.osf.io/article/220-create-dois
https://help.osf.io/article/377-add-ons-api-home-page


iii.​ Configure your add-on settings (see below) 

 

 
j.​ Comments 

i.​ Leave a comment (see below) 

 
k.​ Project analytics 

i.​ Access OSF Project analytics (see below) 
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https://help.osf.io/article/204-comment-on-a-project
https://help.osf.io/article/289-view-project-analytics


​
 

 
 

l.​ Templates 
i.​ Example templates 
ii.​ Forks/templating 

1.​ Forking 
a.​ Making a copy of all accessible project content 

2.​ Creating a project from a template 
a.​ Making a copy of only the project structure 

3.​ How to fork or use an OSF Project template (see below) 
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https://osf.io/yaqe8/
https://help.osf.io/article/198-fork-a-project
https://help.osf.io/article/254-create-a-project-from-a-template


 
m.​Related OSF Registrations 

i.​ Accessing Project registrations (see below) 

 
n.​ OSF Collections 

i.​ Submit to an OSF Collection 
o.​ Video reference 
p.​ More information about OSF Projects 

​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
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https://www.cos.io/products/osf-collections
https://help.osf.io/article/398-osf-collections#add
https://youtu.be/X07mBq2tnMg?t=370&si=ZcaZHbVlv4O82iHU
https://help.osf.io/article/353-welcome-to-projects


7.​ Research sharing with OSF Preprints 
a.​ Starting an OSF Preprint (when logged in) [see below] 

 
b.​ Preprint metadata 

i.​ Available fields 
c.​ Associate an OSF Project 
d.​ Edit a preprint (when logged in) [see below] 

 
e.​ Preprint versions 
f.​ Branded preprints 
g.​ Video reference 
h.​ More information about OSF Preprints 

​
​
​
​
​
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https://help.osf.io/article/399-creating-a-preprint
https://help.osf.io/article/175-how-to-prepare-your-preprint
https://help.osf.io/article/175-how-to-prepare-your-preprint#prepare-supplemental-materials-1
https://help.osf.io/article/180-edit-your-preprint
https://help.osf.io/article/180-edit-your-preprint#Upload-a-new-version-of-your-preprint
https://help.osf.io/article/401-submitting-to-a-moderated-preprint-service
https://youtu.be/X07mBq2tnMg?t=566&si=-UbcHN4hU_K_oCQh
https://help.osf.io/article/376-preprints-home-page


8.​ Create relationships across OSF content 
a.​ Connected resources 

i.​ How to connect output resources to your registration (see 
below) 

 

 

 
b.​ OSF is PID-ready 

i.​ Creating, using, and sharing PIDs on OSF 
ii.​ Syncing OSF and your ORCID record 
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https://help.osf.io/article/452-open-practice-badges
https://help.osf.io/article/577-connecting-pids-for-a-persistent-complete-research-story
https://help.osf.io/article/575-persistent-identifiers-pids


 
c.​ Video reference 
d.​ More information about metadata and compliance standards 

 
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
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https://youtu.be/X07mBq2tnMg?t=626&si=tUnbb0EwnbKIGrqS
https://www.cos.io/blog/osf-adds-new-metadata-features-to-meet-desirable-characteristics-for-federally-funded-research


9.​ Accessing my OSF content 
a.​ Access the My Projects page (when logged in) [see below]​

 
b.​ Using your My Projects page 
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https://osf.io/myprojects/
https://help.osf.io/article/196-manage-your-projects


10.​ Start using OSF 
a.​ Video reference 
b.​ OSF Support Center 
c.​ Tips and Tricks 
d.​ Contact the OSF Support Desk 

i.​ support@osf.io 
e.​ Webinars and Events 
f.​ Discuss organizational partnerships 
g.​ Talk to us! 

i.​ Please don’t hesitate to send us your questions, feature 
requests, and the creative ways that you and your communities 
utilize OSF and open science practices. 
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https://help.osf.io/
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