Key Concepts on Postcolonial Studies (UG/PG)

Colonialism and Imperialism:

Examines the historical, political, and cultural impact of European colonial powers on
colonized societies.

Explores how colonization shaped power dynamics, culture, and identity.

Postcolonialism Defined:
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Coined by Homi Bhabha, it describes the cultural mixing and fusion that occurs in
postcolonial societies.

Represents the blending of colonizer and colonized cultures, creating new identities.

Orientalism:
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Identity and Otherness:



Resistance and Nationalism:

Decolonization:

Mimicry:

Another concept by Homi Bhabha describes how colonized people imitate the colonizer's
culture, often leading to ambivalence and subversion.

Mimicry can destabilize colonial authority by exposing its contradictions.
Diaspora and Migration:
Explores the displacement of people due to colonialism, leading to diasporic identities.

Examines issues like nostalgia, belonging, and the struggles of living between cultures.

Language and Power:

Double Consciousness:



Neocolonialism:

Gender and Postcolonialism:

Ecological Imperialism:

Literary Representation:

Focuses on literature from and about colonized regions, analyzing how it reflects resistance,
identity, and hybridity.

Writers like Chinua Achebe, Salman Rushdie, and Arundhati Roy critique colonial histories
and celebrate indigenous voices.

Historical Revisionism:

Global South and Power Dynamics:

Explores the concept of the "Global South" as a framework for understanding postcolonial
inequities.

Focuses on the economic and cultural disparities between former colonies and colonizers.



Representation and Agency:

Investigates how colonized people reclaim their agency and create self-representative
narratives.

Critiques media and cultural portrayals that perpetuate colonial stereotypes.

Critique of Eurocentrism:



