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Prompt: The Union victory in the Civil War in 1865 may have given some 4 million slaves their freedom, but the process of 
rebuilding the South during the Reconstruction period from 1865-1877 introduced significant challenges.  In assessing the events of 

that time period many historians have argued that Reconstruction was ultimately a failure. To what extent is this assessment true? 

Prior to writing- Read the prompt and write your initial thoughts- Record 10 historical examples that are related to the 
topic 
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Document Organizer 

Document 1 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  
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Document 2 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  

Relevant sourcing info   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15VBoiMKFFCdRye-13h7G_5OBFA3UhQV5Q_77wZyCES8/edit?usp=sharing
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Document 3 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  

Relevant sourcing info 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S  P  R  I  T  E  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Document 4 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  
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Document 5 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  
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Document 6 Specific Historical Info from Doc Expansion of Info to support argument 
of essay  
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Contextualization 

What was happening 
before/ during this? 

Why was this taking 
place? 

Where was this? When was this taking 
place?  

Who was impacted by 
this?  

     

Thesis Statement:   

Major Reason #1 
(Body Paragraph #1) 

 Major Reasoning #2  
(Body Paragraph #2) 
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Explanation as how Document Supports your 
thesis 
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Explanation as how Document #2 Supports 
your thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Explanation as how Document #2 Supports 
your thesis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document Usage #3 
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Explanation as how Document #3 Supports 
your thesis 
 

 Explanation as how Document #3 Supports 
your thesis 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Counter Argument/ 
conclusion 

 

Restatement of Thesis   

Outside Information 
(To be used 
somewhere in your 
essay to help prove 
your thesis) 
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