
Critical Analysis
1. When Presidents run for reelection do they usually win or lose?
2. Why do you think that is?
3. Make a claim, based solely on the data from the chart above, about the odds of

President Trump being reelected.
4. Now make a claim, based NOT at all on the data from the chart above, but based on

your knowledge of the current Presidential administration, public opinion, the economy,
and the general mood of the country, about the odds of President Trump being
reelected.

5. Compare the presidents from the reelected column (left) of the chart above to those who
were not reelected (right). On which side do the most successful and positively judged
presidents generally fall?

6. Congressional incumbents win at a much higher rate (almost 90%) than presidential
incumbents. Why do you think that is?
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7. In Federalist 70, Alexander Hamilton (Alexander Hamilton. My name is Alexander
Hamilton
And there's a million things I haven't done
But just you wait, just you wait...) writes that “Energy in the Executive is a leading
character in the definition of good government. It is essential to the protection of the
community against foreign attacks; it is not less essential to the steady administration of
the laws; to the protection of property against those irregular and high-handed
combinations which sometimes interrupt the ordinary course of justice; to the security of
liberty against the enterprises and assaults of ambition, of faction, and of anarchy.” In
what way is the “energy” Hamilton writes about a good thing?

8. In Federalist No. 51 James Madison (James Freaking Madison. My names is James
Freaking Madison. And there’s a second presidency I have won. Of United States,
United States…) wrote that “ambition must be made to counteract ambition…In framing
a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in
this: you must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place
oblige it to control itself.” What system did Madison create to limit the government?

9. What are some powers Madison placed in the U.S. Constitution to check the Presidency
and keep it from becoming too powerful.

10. Describe a formal power the President has that make them more likely to be reelected.
And describe an informal power the President has that make them more likely to be
reelected.

11. Although he could have been POTUS for life, George Washington presented his
Farewell Address in a newspaper article September 17, 1796 announcing his decision
not to seek a third term as President. Do you agree with this First President precedent?

12. In 1951 the 22nd Amendment limited presidents to two terms in office. Considering that
Barack Obama would probably be in the his third presidential term were it not for the
22nd Amendment, make a claim about whether this constitutional limit was a good idea.

13. Explain whether you would support a 28th Amendment limiting presidents to one term.
14. How do you think a second Trump term would impact the United States?

Learning Extension
Read this article on Presidential Incumbents by Yale University political science professor and
professional juggler David Mayhew.

Action Extension
Register to vote. If you are not old enough to register to vote then register someone who is old
enough. In the next presidential election vote or convince someone who is old enough to vote to
do your bidding at the ballot box.
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https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed70.asp
https://genius.com/Original-broadway-cast-of-hamilton-alexander-hamilton-lyrics#note-11395567
https://genius.com/Original-broadway-cast-of-hamilton-alexander-hamilton-lyrics#note-11395567
https://genius.com/Original-broadway-cast-of-hamilton-alexander-hamilton-lyrics#note-7856964
https://genius.com/Original-broadway-cast-of-hamilton-alexander-hamilton-lyrics#note-7856964
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed51.asp
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution#
https://www.google.com/search?bih=706&biw=1440&client=firefox-b-1-d&q=formal%20powers%20of%20the%20president&sa=X&source=lnms&sxsrf=ACYBGNTzpD919RLkq2wWsx_lOQHe3HojYQ%3A1570648712601&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwj0gNO08o_lAhVLmeAKHb2oBaAQ_AUIEigC#imgrc=llhz6xaOqVNbbM:
https://www.google.com/search?bih=706&biw=1440&client=firefox-b-1-d&q=formal%20powers%20of%20the%20president&sa=X&source=lnms&sxsrf=ACYBGNTzpD919RLkq2wWsx_lOQHe3HojYQ%3A1570648712601&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwj0gNO08o_lAhVLmeAKHb2oBaAQ_AUIEigC#imgrc=llhz6xaOqVNbbM:
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xxii
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?hl=en&nossl=1&oi=scholarr&sa=X&scisig=AAGBfm2mTezrHP1scKLO-k5SZyCq_qfe2w&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com%2Fcampuspress.yale.edu%2Fdist%2F5%2F444%2Ffiles%2F2013%2F05%2Fmayhew_incumbencyadvantage_2008.pdf
https://vote.gov/


Visual Extension
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