
(DIS)ORIENTATION SYLLABUS: YALE, 
RESPECT NEW HAVEN 

UNIT 1 (TUESDAY): Welcome, Yale: A Historical Lens  
●​ Geeta Doctor, Scroll.in, “The Indian History of the Racist, Slave-Trading Yale University 

Founder.” 
●​ Tom Almeroth-Williams, University of Cambridge, “The Great University Land-Grab.” 
●​ Antony Dugdale, J. J. Fueser & J. Celso de Castro Alves, “Yale, Slavery and Abolition.” 

ACTIONS 

1.​ Share Local 33’s “we live with these names, why do we have to pay for them?” 
2.​ Sign the Yale: Respect New Haven petition, demanding that Yale pay what it owes 

annually to the city in withheld property taxes. 
3.​ Share the petition with five people. 

UNIT 2 (WEDNESDAY): Today’s Map & Viral Consequences 
●​ New Haven Independent, Covid Call: “Let’s Change the Maps.” 
●​ Datahaven, CT Data Story, “Segregation in Greater New Haven.” 

ACTIONS 

1.​ If you can, donate to Greater New Haven COVID-19 Community Fund. 
2.​ Talk to a peer or friend about Yale’s role in segregated development and gentrification in 

New Haven and what steps you can take, as a Yale student, to keep New Haven safe 
from the spread of COVID-19. 

3.​ Support Mutual Aid in New Haven. 

UNIT 3 (THURSDAY): Police Violence and Racial Terror 
●​ Black Students For Disarmament, June 16th Teach-In . 
●​ Sarah Force & Christina Hijiya, Alternatives to policing in New Haven. 
●​ The Narrative Project & Artspace New Haven, Revolution on Trial. 

ACTIONS 

1.​ Sign Black Students for Disarmament’s petition to defund the Yale Police and reinvest 
into New Haven. 

https://scroll.in/magazine/829298/the-indian-history-of-the-racist-slave-trading-yale-university-founder
https://scroll.in/magazine/829298/the-indian-history-of-the-racist-slave-trading-yale-university-founder
https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/great-university-land-grab
http://www.yaleslavery.org/YSA.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/local33unitehere/photos/a.383616998492781/1411209759066828
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/president-salovey-and-ceo-borgstrom-lets-chart-a-course-from-crisis-to-shared-prosperity
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/black_hispanic_caucus_speech1/
https://www.ctdatahaven.org/reports/ct-data-story-housing-segregation-greater-new-haven
https://www.cfgnh.org/leading-on-issues/covid-19-relief-and-recovery/greater-new-haven-covid-19-community-fund
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6b03pTNxGC9Fc3_AZy3Po6jWEzSdJl3FCDOlZX6FLY/edit?userstoinvite=ashley%40ctcore-organizenow.org&ts=5e6f8864&actionButton=1&fbclid=IwAR3grZxi6ReQMhwdS3a1hTSYfLbdQs1v0Y1emoWcjuAnwf2kwveRo5Wwkkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4rIUc-UmpY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2OHr77Y52PLAL1cTF__CAiZVNh15AEoHqacX9l5PFJL86r0MLf9qIk9pA
https://www.instagram.com/p/CCedWNuhBNZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://artspacenewhaven.org/podcast-revolution-on-trial/
https://www.defundypd.com/actions
https://www.defundypd.com/actions


2.​ Email Yale administration, Mayor Justin Elicker, and the Board of Alders about 
dismantling the YPD. 

3.​ Donate to City Wide Youth Coalition and the Justin for Jayson Abolition Fund. 

UNIT 4 (FRIDAY): Endowment Injustice & Austerity 
●​ Yale Endowment Justice Coalition, “The Yale Endowment” & the Yale Endowment 

Justice Coalition Demands. 
●​ Black Students for Disarmament & Yale Endowment Justice Coalition, Teach-In July 

24th. 
●​ Peter Conti-Brown, Scarcity Amidst Wealth: The Law, Culture, and Finance of Elite 

University Endowments in Financial Crisis. 

ACTIONS 

1.​ Record a video calling on Yale to respect New Haven & Share it! 
2.​ Sign up for the disorientation. 
3.​ Invite 5 friends. 

 
 
 

https://www.defundypd.com/actions
https://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50335/donate_page/donate
https://www.gofundme.com/f/justice-for-jayson-abolition-fund?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR2v1_aFS_VHnf_OX5ukj8j6zwEqgc_KOnbUaagViyQAWjXmNsHG8_21NwU
https://endowmentjustice.wixsite.com/yaleejc/film
https://endowmentjustice.wixsite.com/yaleejc/our-demands
https://endowmentjustice.wixsite.com/yaleejc/our-demands
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TukfvfuRUoY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1ildOIVHUOOol3sX3bayqNS8X7bogGCTJJyrlAMYrVpLrz15iSpVdda-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TukfvfuRUoY&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1ildOIVHUOOol3sX3bayqNS8X7bogGCTJJyrlAMYrVpLrz15iSpVdda-E
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1444978
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1444978
https://unitehere.soapboxx.us/prompt-single/respectnewhaven
https://www.facebook.com/events/2927299474170870?acontext=%7B%22action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22page_admin_bar%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%22%3A326816561304732%7D%22%7D%2C%7B%22surface%22%3A%22events_admin_tool%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22events_admin_tool%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22[]%22%7D]%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D
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