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August 31, 2025

Governor Gavin Newsom
1021 O Street, Suite 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 2494 (Rogers) Modernizing Demonstration State Forests - REQUEST FOR
SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Newsom,

The undersigned Tribal nations, governments, organizations, and Tribal
interest groups write to urge you, in the strongest terms, 1o sign AB 2494,
Modernizing Our State Forests System, into law. We do so not only as a matter of
policy, but in recognition of the genuine leadership your administration has
shown on Tribal stewardship and climate resilience — leadership that this bill is

uniquely positioned to advance.

For nearly 80 years, the State Demonstration Forest System has prioritized
timber production over environmental, cultural, and community values. It was
built at a time when California's forests were believed inexhaustible, when
destructive logging proceeded with little regard for future generations, and
when Tribal voices and Tribal sovereignty had no place in forest management
decisions. California has since built stronger laws and safeguards against those



practices, and your administration has gone further still — advancing formal
policies that confront climate change through tribal land back, tribal
co-management, and a genuine reckoning with the state's role in Tribal
exclusion. Yet the legal framework governing the Demonstration Forests has not
kept pace. It remains anchored to an industrial-era mission that constrains these
forests from delivering the full range of ecological, cultural, and public benefits
they should provide to all Californians.

We say this with genuine appreciation: your administration's record on
expanding Tribal stewardship and conservation has been significant and
historic, and we do not take it for granted. The recently released California
Natural Resources Tribal Stewardship Policy, and its accompanying commitment
to bring 7.5 million acres of California's lands and waters into Tribal stewardship,
represents exactly the kind of ambition this moment demands.! Through your
work, California continues to lead the way in elevating tribal
governance—which in turn directly benefits conservation, restoration, and
resilience. We strongly support recognizing Traditional Ecological Knowledge
and building Tribal stewardship capacity as a pathway to conserving 30% of
California's lands and waters by 2030,” to advancing the statewide Wildfire and
Landscape Resilience plan,® and to advancing the Natural and Working Lands
Climate Smart Strategy.” Finally, we applaud Executive Order N-82-20,° which
called on all state agencies to incorporate Traditional Ecological Knowledges
and tribal expertise into land and resource management practices and
decisions. These initiatives have never been more urgent as the state confronts
increasingly catastrophic climate-driven fires and weather events, and seeks to
develop a suite of nature based climate solutions. Signing AB 2494 is your
opportunity to build on that legacy, directly adding 85,000 acres of

' California Public Resources Code 71450; California Natural Resources Agency, “'New Era':
Landmark Policy to Expand Tribal Stewardship for At Least 7.5 Million Acres in California,” March
17, 2026.

% California Natural Resources Agency, Pathways to 30x30 California, April 22, 2022 20.

® Draft 2026 Wildfire and Landscape Resilience Action Plan 26.

* Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strateqgy, April 22, 2022 23.
® Executive Order N-82-20, October 7, 2020 2-3.



https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/10.07.2020-EO-N-82-20-signed.pdf
https://resources.ca.gov/-/media/CNRA-Website/Files/Initiatives/Expanding-Nature-Based-Solutions/CNRA-Report-2022---Final_Accessible.pdf
https://actionplan2026.wildfiretaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Draft_Wildfire_and_Landscape_Resilience_Action_Plan06_10_2026.pdf
https://www.arcgis.com/itemdata/92d347a7683b26a11dab76ccf9a5cac2/8da9faef231c4e31b651ae6dff95254e/Final_Pathwaysto30x30_042022_508.pdf?response-cache-control=max-age%3D0%2C%20s-maxage%3D600%2C%20v%3D1650652360000&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEPD%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCK0AOfZf8DUU%2FNXotOGd3vdp8i3y7xop1C%2BA0eullU5gIhAIUlQx7bQ5jE8XiVdOqBP5I3fnOHR%2FWf6YpO6rFcT4JSKrwFCLj%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1Igz3WjX56sXPq94ZQgEqkAWmw70AbZXRF0eIVyc6%2FxYAZtz4Lp6iSdj6Ea7IJkHbnqEhMYA6%2BWVXV60ersJVLQg1LULiEzXighCbjHin3G%2BCZzgbKhY1Uvjs1Se0XbukzIc3gk2H%2BHSEwKIHm%2Bm7lqPPoik3boTLQB2THUtGdeHp5goaMk9pEpPVOQCzBNSeTQ13Ig3uZ5htLam1XIyHktd%2BTxTGv1%2FDQEKaw90WhPQFTYLiD6gJHOpIIfrrBlTQ%2Bqm6KOcjxaJ6unXXWbt5%2BCtD6yQrkMEP1jcxYkYrDaHQbwMn9ubkC%2FBjUzk5ikJ7Lnq8CrQH%2FdpP%2B%2BSAOiV%2FXpsx5K5kelFpDeNg2GnlhE73%2Ffz4So8x82%2BIcO2qPGuqYpGKEnA29kXR0DwkTZRnlEzf%2FDHkPsiQJ2zsagBqEWGb81NHc2USs4s1izbLf%2F4iO4erTQCoV%2F0P9Guwg7MgQc20GMrHUfIvac6h0FmpWt3il9xq5b8S4KbJS0%2BftCUOdcvsvK2210rJYO7pl%2FgLrwa2lnHJUkTZiy%2FOx6oaLbEeyfW%2Fcfot%2BsuZmjX4oZ9HyV6SCfVutGDy1aT0vOBPo03NjPKC89EIloFEztkIeh%2F9dsbVwBKVXnPrtejsHsFUDziQnNPFHfO21O4rgcFVXimgzI8E2CzQA%2FAK%2FQXzBVwkDDSspyLk9sS%2B17wIvp3ZjhEmQcrvf6TCW8ZjdGVLVxOFiDvVd%2FEtTgugUub%2BvJHhXNkRwLljTj5qAcgwooWlf68PHRRoZpznYBU8PCCQYcDz8pbasGkxT1Pt%2BG%2FLtYDwV52SSgKmJpbYNBC6QHmcEqOtQNRQbgT24BO6IQsRPSetoJ8rQVOEyN9nuC%2BROAEuI4Ea1nxe35AEZIxMzc1tPDD%2F17TTBjqwAVD1qP026JW8vjuwUKCYmsZqGSxK995hwe3xrrrAVVBUgvf9Z42cAl2%2B7FJ%2BlHLBDVJUhyYT7sIGARbDezy1ou1sCjac37XhvIkonloBTbzLpTHBpLpJyHxkJsLo5l%2BHbH%2F%2B3hguhAQwNBVeWdo%2FV1ylMK0gz%2FZCvWWXJbrwFo1QZlORSbzIo%2FiD41ZDkn2kNTYqVXHaclskOhp5OhUfw6Y8LRNeLPI7jK8b0CfNIC%2Fp&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20260801T005837Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKEV266RFMT%2F20260801%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Expires=600&X-Amz-Signature=355a6e6a14d349a004b5b0517f3b33dd8208796d9621e23cb4b727a930a21372
https://resources.ca.gov/Newsroom/Page-Content/News-List/Landmark-Policy#:~:text=%E2%80%93%20The%20California%20Natural%20Resources%20Agency,and%20coastal%20waters%20in%20California
https://resources.ca.gov/Newsroom/Page-Content/News-List/Landmark-Policy#:~:text=%E2%80%93%20The%20California%20Natural%20Resources%20Agency,and%20coastal%20waters%20in%20California

Demonstration State Forests to the state's 30x30 count and modeling for other
landowners how their own lands can contribute to the state's targets in climate
resilience. This bill would also set a clear, statutory pathway for Tribal stewardship
integrated into demonstration of forestry where none previously existed.

AB 2494 helps further your administration’s goals. It removes outdated
authorities that promote extractive commercial logging and mining, and
replaces them with a stronger foundation for stewardship rooted in ecological
health, cultural values, and public benefit. Critically, the bill provides a clear
pathway for CAL FIRE to seek co-governance agreements with local Tribes,
creating durable pathways for joint stewardship and shared decision-making,
and requires the integration of local Indigenous Traditional Ecological
Knowledges intfo management practices — knowledge that will strengthen
climate and wildfire resilience, improve forest health, and protect these lands for
generations to come. We are also encouraged that the bill directs CAL FIRE to
invest in research on Tribal stewardship itself, freating Indigenous knowledge not
as an afterthought but as a subject worthy of sustained investment. These
initiatives directly align with your administration’s policies and goals around
nature based solutions and tribal stewardship.

We want to be direct about what is at stake and what your signature
would mean. By requiring CAL FIRE to actively pursue co-management and
integrate Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledges, your administration
would take a substantial, meaningful step toward strengthening Tribal
sovereignty, honoring cultural heritage, and improving ecological outcomes
across the state. Indigenous stewardship practices have sustained healthy
ecosystems since time immemorial, and the science increasingly affirms what
Tribal nations have always known.® This knowledge has the potential to influence
landscape level management and demonstration efforts across the country,’

¢ Nikolakis, W., Gay, V., Merkel, G., Sunderland, T., & Morrison, J., The relationship between
Indigenous Peoples' lands and conservation: A systematic literature review, People and Nature,
8, 1676-1691. https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.70310, April 20, 2026.

’ See USFS demonstration projects, Demonstration of Ecosystem Management Options,
hitps://research.fs.usda.gov/pnw/projects/demo.See also Demonstration Forest projects in North
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https://research.fs.usda.gov/pnw/projects/demo
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.70310

especially as your administration has led the way in bold climate resilience and
mitigation strategies. Expanding influence and strengthening policy in these
areas is more necessary than ever given the federal rollbacks to progressive
Tribal co-management models such as the one implemented at Bears Ears
National Monument.®

This bill would transform the Demonstration State Forests info what their
name has always promised but their governing law never allowed: true
demonstration landscapes, showing California and the nation how to
responsibly steward biodiversity hotspots while expanding access for, and
stewardship by, Tribal Nations. By prioritizing ecological restoration, research,
and co-governance with Tribes, these forests can become a living example of
how the state cares for land while honoring Tribal cultural lifeways. AB 2494 will
also support rural economies by refocusing management toward restoration
work that relies on local forestry workers, research institutions, and Tribal
communities.

Governor Newsom, you have already demonstrated the vision this
moment requires. AB 2494 gives you the chance to translate that vision into
statute — centering Tribal sovereignty, biodiversity conservation, wildfire
resilience, public access, environmental restoration, and climate resilience in the
management of California's Demonstration State Forests for the next 80 years.

For these reasons, we respectfully and urgently ask you to sign AB 2494 into law.

Carolina, N.C. Admin. Code tit. 15A, r. 21B.1000 (State Forest Rules, revised Sept. 20, 2021),
defining "State Forest" as land managed for education, demonstration, fraining, forest research,
wildlife habitat, forest products, and recreation, available at
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forest-rules/open; N.C. Forest Serv., State
Forests in North Carolina, N.C. Dep't of Agric. & Consumer Servs., describing Bladen Lakes State
Forest as a "self-sustaining demonstration forest" designed to demonstrate operational
techniques in reforestation, prescribed fire, road construction, logging, and forest product
utilization, available at https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forests; See also
Maryland Demonstratfion Forests;
https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/pages/publiclands/cfl/demonstration-forests.aspx.

& Smith, A.V., Bears Ears cuts also end first-of-its-kind fribal land commission, High Country News,
July 17, 2026,
https://www.hcn.org/articles/bears-ears-cuts-also-end-first-of-its-kind-tribal-land-commission/.



https://www.hcn.org/articles/bears-ears-cuts-also-end-first-of-its-kind-tribal-land-commission/
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forest-rules/open
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forest-rules/open
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/nc-forest-service/state-forests
https://dnr.maryland.gov/forests/pages/publiclands/cfl/demonstration-forests.aspx

Sincerely,

Buffie L. Campbell, Executive Director

Intertribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council

(707)694-5309 | buffiecampbell@sinkyone.org

Available through September 30, 2026 to answer questions regarding this letter.

Chairwoman Jennifer Feliz
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians

Chairman José Carlos Rivera, Jr.
Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians

Chairperson Debra Ramirez
Redwood Valley Little River Band of Pomo Indians

Chairperson Sonja Poe
Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians

Chairwoman Charlene Nijmeh
Muwekma Ohlone Tribe

Vice Chair Mark Mondragon
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band

Dr. Philip Zwerling, Board Chair
The Noyo Bida Truth Project

Lindsay Dailey, Executive Director
Tribal EcoRestoration Alliance

Perry Eugene Lincoln, Executive Director



Native Health in Native Hands

Aarav lyer, Co-President
Indigenous Justice Coalition



